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    The death of Miss Fanny Hayward, of West Hill [Westhill, Silver Street], Lyme Regis, which occurred 
on Thursday, has removed from that place a familiar figure, and has broken a very important  link with 
the past. The Hayward’s family have been residents of Lyme for many generations, and have played an 
important part in the government of the town, evincing a great love for it, always defending the liberties 
and privileges of the Freeman, and being a constant supporter of the poor. In religion they were Church 
people, in politics they were Reformers, but nothing was allowed to interfere with anything that could be 
done for the benefit of the town. Miss Hayward lived to the great age of 90 years. She was the possessor 
of a splendid constitution, and we have heard her bemoan the great friends she knew a lifetime ago, and 
quickly break in with, “Ah, they all died young. It is wrong to say they may have lived till now, but there 
are many who may have enjoyed life as much as I do if they were more particular about what they ate  
and did.” She often referred to the gaiety she had seen in Lyme in what she called the ‘good old times’  
of over a half-a-century ago; of the people who visited her father; and what Lyme might have been. A 
few years ago when a medical practitioner was leaving the town her friends, one after another, told her 
how sorry they were, and at last she said “Good gracious! I dare say he is a very nice gentleman, but I 
don’t know anything about him as I have never troubled a doctor.” For years she has walked down in the 
town regularly to do her shopping and chat with the people. She had an excellent memory. One day she 
was trudging up the hill in a hurry when a workman put his hand to his hat to her and received the usual 
reply “Good morning”. She passed on a few steps, and appeared to have suddenly thought on 
something for she turned and said  “Let me see, aren’t you so-and-so’s boy?” “That was my father 
ma’am,” was the reply. “I thought so,” she said, “Your grandfather carried me in his sedan chair.” 
    Miss Hayward’s brother, Mr Abraham Hayward, was a well-known figure in London society for many 
years. Her father built West Hill, and died there. She was exceedingly fond of gardening, and possessed 
a great knowledge of the culture of flowers and fruit, and in this department everything had to be done 
her way. Many years ago it was no uncommon thing to see her in her broad-brimmed hat busy nearly all 
day among her flowers, and hers was often the prettiest and best kept garden in the town. There are 
very few boys in the parish who have grown up around her who have not tasted her apples, pears, 
cherries, plums or figs. When the promoters of the railway came into town she found there were two 
opinions concerning the innovation; but she quickly made up her mind on the matter and said “I would 
put my hand to it for the sake of those who come after me.” She lived to see the London trade ships, 
road waggons, stage coach, and omnibus all pass away, and give place to the railway. She thought 
people wrote a number of letters now-a-day, for when she was a girl one woman delivered them to all 
the town, and found plenty of time to look after her house afterwards; but now there is an army of men to 
attend to the delivery. She carefully noted all the changes and talked about them. The roses will bloom, 
and their perfume will be as sweet as ever; the fruit will ripen, but other hands will gather it; her voice is 
silent, and her hands are still. 

____________________ 

Appendix 

 
Frances Hayward was buried on the 29th September, 1904 in Lyme 
Regis municipal cemetery. Today, the grave site (B127) is grass with no 
memorial markers. 
The grave site was used on three occasions: 
1859, (2w) child of Jos Cook, ostler. 
1904, (89) Frances Hayward, spinster. 
1920, (70) Rose Johnstone, spinster & former companion of Miss Hayward. 

(Research Team Cemetery Project 2012-2015) 

 

The article, Abbeyfield (formerly Westhill) contains further information 
on the Hayward family in Lyme Regis. 

https://www.lymeregismuseumresearchteam.co.uk/_files/ugd/392773_93c0a034868741cebed84746c3e95251.pdf?index=true

