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In architectural terms, No.21 should be considered as part of the group of buildings, Nos.19-23. 
A visit by the authors to a second floor flat at No.20 Broad Street confirmed thier belief that today’s 
image of this group reflects Georgian buildings, subsequently adapted to the introduction of shops in 
Broad Street which began to take place in late Regency/early Victorian times. The former houses 
themselves are Georgian makeovers of earlier buildings. 
 
 
Timeline 
 
The timeline refers to known dates that a person(s) occupies a property.  Unless stated, no distinction is made between owner and tenant. 
Occupations may well extend beyond the known timeline. 

 
1885-1911 - William Notting Farnham, jeweller, watchmaker & gunsmith. 

 
 
William N Farnham standing outside his shop 
in about 1900. In addition to his core business, 
He was also described as a stationer and 
fancy dealer. 
 
William learnt his trade, with his brother, from 
their father, James Farnham, who ran his 
jeweller & watchmaker business from No.61 
Broad Street. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1915 - Walter R Wood, jeweller. 
 
1917-46 - Reginald Walter Baker & his wife, Margaret Sarah Baker. 
        They were astute business people who, at one time, owned much property in the town. 
Margaret was the driving force & brains behind the business ventures, whilst Reginald's interests lay in 
Town & County politics. Apart from being Mayor of Lyme Regis, 1928-31, he was also a county councillor 
and a Justice of the Peace. 
In 1917 No.21 Broad Street was the Cosy Cafe & Dairy providing high class confectionery, teas & 
luncheons, with the Clarence House apartments having 2 sitting rooms & 8/9 rooms. The business 
expanded involving adjoining properties.  
In 1923, an advert quotes, ‘The Cosy Cafe caters for Charabanc parties. Accommodation for 400’. 
The upper floors of No.22 Broad Street were taken over & No.19 Broad Street was also part of this 
complex of shop, cafes, restaurant & residential hotel. By 1933, they had vacated No 19 Broad Street 
and taken over the upper floors of No.23 Broad Street. 

https  https://www.lymeregismuseumresearchteam.co.uk 

 
 

 



In 1927, they also owned the Rock Point Hotel, and in 1934, The Gables. 
They also bought The Regis cake shop & accompanying bake house, which was later sold to the Co-op. 
They eventually sold the business at No.21 Broad Street to Mr Hammett after the war, and bought the 
Bay Hotel and Sundial House on Marine Parade. 
The following images will give a better impression of their time at Clarence House - 
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The following photos clearly show the extent of the Cosy Café/Restaurant in the early 1930s. 
In 2006, it was just possible to make out the words ‘Clarence Hotel & Cosy Café’ in the glass fanlight 
above the door between Nos.21 & 22. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1939-40 
 
 

 
 

 
1947-70 - Mr R E Hammett took over the business 
from the Bakers, and for a short time continued with 
the Cosy Café, renamed the Regis Restaurant, 
occupying the first floors of Nos.21-23. The 
business soon returned to only occupying No.21, 
trading as pastrycook, confectioner & grocer, and 
continuing to run the Clarence Hotel, which was 
described as a rabbit warren by a guest staying 
there at the time. 
 
Hammetts became a V&G grocer towards the end. 
 
 
1950 



 
 
1984 - P & A Gadsden, Baker & Grocer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1991-2004 - Collins of Lyme. (1999-2004, Mr & Mrs Goodridge) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


