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This is the second of a series of Court Books extending with gaps from September, 1560 (the second year 
of Elizabeth) to December, 1835 (the sixth year of William IV)   It covers the period from October 6th, 
1578, to October 3rd, 1584, and at the end (pp.106-115) are certain formulae, records and regulations, to 
some of which no specific data can be assigned. 
 The work of transcription has been done, as before, by Mr. J. R. Crompton, of the Public Record 
Office, London, and for reasons set out in the Preface to the previous Court Book (1560-1574) is in the 
form of a calendar. It is hoped, however, that no item of material Interest has been omitted and meetings 
of the Court Leet and the annual meetings for the Election of a new Mayor are (except for certain cross 
references) transcribed in full.   In this way much useless lumber has been dropped in the shape of 
interminable and uninteresting proceedings for the recovery of small debts and the vain repetition of legal 
forms. 
 The last Court Book transcribed ended on July 20th, 1574. There is thus an unbridged gap of 4 ¼ 
years between the two. Whether the original of the missing period will ever be found, or not, is uncertain 
at present. 
 The usual full indexes are at the end of the volume together with a "Glossary and Notes."     The 
latter may often be consulted with advantage.   It should be noticed that the numbers given in the 
indexes refer to those at the bottom of each typed page and that no effort has been made to index the 
many cross-references that occur in the course of the transcription. Numbers in the margin of the typed 
pages refer to the folios of the original Court Book. [ on left side i.e.   ***) ] 
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1 
CALENDAR 

of the 
LYME REGIS COURT BOOK 1578-1584. 

 
1578 
p.1) Legal Court with view of Frankpledge held there on Monday after the feast of St. Michael the 
Archangel in the twentieth year of the reign of Elizabeth by the grace of God, Queen, etc., and the 
beginning of the mayoralty of John Hassard 
 John Mores coroner for the past year presents that all is well. 
 Nicholas Sprake and John Brynson examiners of hides for the past year present that all is well. The 
Constables Henry Palmer, and Robert Tutchen deputy for John Davye, constables for the past year, present 
that the following are "Globatores" 
 William Symons, Nicholas Hassard, Philip Harvy, Henry Woodrowe, Robert Barons, Nicholas Smyth, 
John Craudley, Gregory Otherton, Robert Collyer, William Collyer, John Whitmore, John Waye, Alexander 
Westover, Richard Davige, John. Perrat, Thomas Wood, Robert Bowcher, Robert Tynham, John Keridge, 
Robert Norwood, Henry Palmer, Edmund Silvester, Thomas Meryck.    
Therefore each of them in mercy l2d. 
 They present also that George Howper drew blood from Richard Squyer with a dagger belonging to 
said George,  price ......, which they produce in Court.   Therefore the said George is fined 9d. 
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 On this day John Hassarde sworn as mayor for the succeeding year, and likewise John Morres as 
coroner, Walter Harvy and Philip Harvy as receivers of Cobb debts (note, the said Philip not yet sworn 
because he is absent); James Hyll and William Legg, as constables, William Welshe and John Farland as 
Serjeants at mace, and Nicholas Sprake and John Brynsam as ......, and John Somer and John Cogan as 
ale-tasters (but the said tasters are not sworn) and John Farland and William Welshe as informers for the 
non-wearing of hats, and John Hocket to inform as to straying pigs. 



 Jurors: 
John Morres  Ignatius Buckford   Robert Davy   William Whetcombe  
Richard Barret  Nicholas Whetcombe  William Elesdon   Nicholas Hassard 
Richard Davy  Thomas Denslowe   John Jones   Robert Tutchyn  
John Seward  Robert Barons   Walter Harvy   Alexander Durston  
 And they say on their oath that the brewers and sellers of ale and 'zythum’ are to blame and have 
offended against the ordinance made for them by the mayor last year, and so have incurred the penalty 
mentioned in the bonds which were taken of them, upon which they place themselves on the mercy of the 
court. And afterwards, at another day, they are each fined 5s. 
 
p.2) Also they present that John Jurden late mayor did not appoint anyone to see that no pigs should 
damage the streets, and that no horse should be tied up In the streets, as he was ordered at the last Court  
Therefore he is in mercy 12d.  
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 John Abbot for not keeping clean the water running in the West Street before his door, in mercy 6d. 
 Sibyl Battyn for not scouring the ditch, which runs under the pool near ‘Pryes Corner' , in mercy, 3d. 
 Peter Browne's wife and Lewes' wife for throwing dung into the west street leading towards 
Collyford, in mercy 4d. 
 Sibyl Battyn widow for not keeping the water in its proper course between the house of Thomas 
Corte and the lane called 'Colwaye lane,' in mercy 4d. 
 Richard Davige for not removing his dirt lying at the corner of his tenements near the almshouses, 
in mercy 2s .6d. 
 Philip Heywood for not scouring the ditching leading downwards into the lane round Thomas Dare's 
ground, in mercy 6d. 
 Robert Harvy has not divided off his ground from the "Towne plott" at the corner of Richard 
Sampford's howse.   Therefore in mercy 12d. , 
 The said jurors by reason of many defects and defaults which they have found within the liberties 
of the town and upon good counsel had by them at this day present the said defects in manner following:- 
That the constables do suffer no vaccaboundes which wander without lawfull autorite to go unponished. 
6s.8d. 
 That no person do cast any filthe in the kinges streame:    3s.4d. 
 That none do wynnowe come in the streates   3s.4d. 
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 That none do sell any ale or beare but by sealed measures and do keape owt their ale stakes as long 
as they have any ale or beare to sell and do from tyme to tyme send for the ale taster at every brewing ... 
6s. 8d. 
p.3) That every man do weekely rydd cleane before their dores and sellers the filthe in the streetes ... 
3s.4d. 
 That the porters do weekely make cleane the streetes before the Cobbgate and also the Cannell 
and grate from Richard Davige wall   3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Mayor do appoint a sufficient person to see from tyme to tyme that no pigges nor horses 
be suffered to annoy the streates ...  3s. 4d. 
 That every man do cause the water before their doors in ye west streete to be kept cleane, and that 
none do washe or cast any filthe in the same  3s. 4d. 
 That none do laie any tymber in the streates without Mr. Mayors licence 10s.  
 That the porters from tyme to tyme cause the ditche leading into the Calsway by George Pleys 
ground to be kept cleane    3s. 4d. 
 That George Pley do cause the ditche downe along all the Calsway to be skowred from tyme to 
tyme       ... 3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the ditche leading into Durstone meadowes to be skowred and kept 
cleane from tyme to tyme 3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Roberts Davy, Charity Newall, Robert Harvy and Mr. Rauff do cause the ditche adjoyning 



to their 
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  ground in Houndeslane to be skowred from tyme to tyme  ... 3s. 4d. 
 That Alexander Durston from tyme to tyme do cause the Cannell before his garden to be skowred 
... 3s.4d. 
 That Mr. Boroughes tenantes which dwell by James Hackwell do from tyme to tyme skowre the 
Cannell in Shirborne lane and the hedg to be pared ... 3s.4d. 
 That the tenant which holdeth Mr. Garlands ground before Whitmores doore do cause the water to 
be kept in his course ... ...    3s.4d. 
 That no Tookers do wasshe or sigg any clothes upon the Sabothe daie ... 3s. 4d. 
 That no Artificers do open their shopp wyndowes upon the Sabothe daie ...   3s,4d- 
 That none do digg any foxmould in the highe waye towardes Three Ledged cross .. 3s. 4d. 
 That Sibley Battyn do skowre the ditche next to Fries Corner which runneth under the lake from 
tyme to tyme,   ... 3s. 4d. 
 That none dwelling in the west streete towards Collyford do cast any dong in the streate  .. 3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Hassard do suffer Mr. Berat from tyme to tyme to skowre the ditche in his medowe which 
is Mr. Handcokes grounde to have his course to come owt at the northe part of the mill 
greane ... ... 3s. 4d. 
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 That the miller of Colwaie mill do from tyme to tyme cause the water to be kept in his due course 
betwext Colwaie bridge and the mill ... 3s. 4d. 
p.4) That the widows Battyn do from tyme to tyme cause the water to be kept in his due course 
betwene Thomas a Cortes and Colwaie Lane ... ... 3s. 4d. 
 That Mrs. Rauff do from tyme to tyme cause the waier to be well and sufficientlie repaired .. 3s. 4d. 
 That none cast any filthe without the Cobb gate within the ful sea mark 3s. 4d. 
 That those which dwell about the Almes howse do not at any tyme cast their filthe at the ende of 
Richard Davig howse and the same there nowe lieng to be carried awaie by Richard Davige or his assignes 
before the feast of the Nativitie of our Lord God next coming ... 6s. 8d. 
 That Philip Heywood do from tyme to tyme skowre the ditche which leadethe by Mr. Dares 
groundes ... 3s. 4d. 
 That John Seward do skore his ditche in the lane about his medowe that the water may come into 
the Towne water from tyme to tyme ... ... 3s. 4d. 
 That Robert Harvy do sever his ground from the Towns plott at thende of Whitmores barne before 
the feast of the Nativitie next   ...   6s. 8d. 
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 That those of the higher West Street which do accustomably set their water in mother Caseleis 
ground, do from tyme to tyme save the said mother Caseleis harmless, orelles to come no more upon the 
said ground   ...  s. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the Buttes to be repaired according to the Statute  ..   10s. 
 That Mr. Mayor do appoint some one to see and servey that none do wears hattes uppon the 
sabothe daie or holy day according to the statute ...  10s. 
 That Mr. Mayor do see that every man have and use artillarie according to the statute .. 10s. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the water to be kept in his due course in Whetcombes ground, and 
repaire the same from tyme to tyme ... 3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Roberte Davie do from tyme to tyme skoure his ditche and pare his hedge adjoyning to his 
orchard over against Edmond Wightes howse, that the water maie have his due cours into Shirbome Lane 
under the troughe before Guppies doore   ..  3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Mayor do repaire and malnteine Colway bridge where it is foundred before the feast of 
Saint Androwe next and to laie a pece of tymber above the bridge next adjoyning to Sibley Battins ditche ..  
20s. 
 That John Craudley do remove his pigges loose adjoyning to Mr. William Jurdens ground, orelles to 
convey the 
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     filthe thereof some other waie before the feast of All Saintes ... 3s. 4d.  
p.5) That John Somer do make cleane the gutter adjoyning to Mr. Sewardes howse, orelles to convey 
the same into his accustomed course before the feast of All Saintes ... 6s. 8d. 
 The jurors present that John Tyrling has died since the last court.   His heir is not known. The 
relief payable is 19d. 
 And that Joan Wylles has died since the last court, and that Joan Myco, wife of Robert Myco is heir 
to her house in West Street, and that 12d. is due as relief. 
 John Jones and John Seward are sworn affeerors for this Court, and they have affeered all 
amercements at the last court. 
 William Welshe and John Farland present that George Elesdon, Richard Carpenter junior, James 
Carpenter, John Craudley, Nicholas Smythe, and the said John Farland have not worn hats according to the 
statute lately made thereon.   Therefore each of them in mercy. 
 At this Court Nicholas Hassard is sworn a freeman, according to the custom of the borough. 
 Alice Brooke comes to this Court and claims a certain burgage in Lyme by reason of the will of Alice 
Booke late of Uffculme, but to bar her claim the mayor produces a former conveyance of the said Alice 
Booke, by which she conveyed the said burgage to one John Brooke and his heirs, by which grant the 
Mayor derives his title. 
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p.6) On this day at suit of Richard Merick, Andrew Tyrling is given a day till the next Legal Court to bring 
evidence to support his claim to certain lands now held by John Baseley, and to certain lands now held by 
the said Richard. 
 Rauff Hocket is appointed piggerd, to witt, to impound all pigges and hogges that shall goo abroad 
in the streates unyoked and unringed, and he to have for doing his office, of the owners thereof for every 
foote 1d. and to have and take all the wood from the hedg tearers that they shall bring into the Combe 
streat from over Goslinges Bridge, and therewith to take their ropes and hookes. 
 Taxers of the inhabitauntes towardes the making of Goslinges Bridge, viz. Thomas Denslow and 
Nicholas Hassard elected by and on the behalf of the mayor, and John Jurden and Richard Davy chosen for 
the comynaltie. 
 A peticion exhibited by certen of the comons against hedge tearers and for a newe hayward for to 
kepe the pounde, but the matter respected to another tyme. 
 Freeholders who are defaulters at this Courts:  William Lord Cobham, William Handcock, gent, 
John Tirling, John Swayne, Thomas Slade, John Chaplyn, Alice wife of Christopher Maning, Richard Hunt's 
heir, Elizabeth wife of Silvester Hayne.    Therefore each of them in mercy 6d. 
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  Inhabitants who are defaulters at this Court: 
Edward Follet, Thomas Gill, Walter Thornetone, Barthelmewe Lugg, marryner, William Magot, John 
Staveley, John Gamon, Georg Bowdon, Richard Bowdon, John Curteis, John Tutchyn, Thomas Dollen, 
Robert Turner, Silvester Hayne, John Belmy, William Symons, Philip Harvy, Richard Godd, Christopher Tuck, 
Richard Squier, Robert Carter, John Luce, Robert Thorneton,   Therefore each of them in mercy 3d. 
p.7)  blank 
p.8)  blank 
p.9-11)    Lyme Regis:   Husting Court held there in the Guildhall before John Hassard mayor and the 
burgesses on Monday, 13 October 20 Elizabeth (1578).  
 On this day John Parland and William Welshe present offenders against the statute lately made 
with regard to the wearing of hats, who made default on Sunday last, viz. John Craudley, Edward Keridge, 
Gilbert Hellyer, John Cogan marryner, George Lerstock, Christopher Akerman. 
 Rauff Hoeket presentethe three strayed pigges in the streetes this weeke past and that thowners 
will paie nothing, Nicholas Sprake witnes, whereof one was Robert Harvies, Rauff Stansby and Alexander 
Durston witnes, and the other two were ...... 
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   Lyme Regis 14 October 20 Elizabeth (1578) 



 Orders for tipplers : 
 (i) The mayor and burgesses have assigned and appointed onely sixe common brewers and 
retaylers of ale and beere within the said towne besides the brewer which dothe and shall kepe the beare 
howse.  
 (ii) They have appointed to serve this turne for this yere to come betweene this and Michaelmas 
next, namely, William Brooke, Richard Elyott, Nicholas Whetcome, Gregory Otterton, Nicholas Sampford, 
and Joan Jurden the wife of William Jurden. 
p.12) Item yt is ordered that the said Brewers and retaylers of ale and beare nor any of them shall not at 
any tyme on this syde the feast of Saint Michael th archangell next ensuing sell or utter to sell any ale, 
before the same be assayed by the ale tasters appointed or by one of them.   Nor shall sell any ale or 
beare above the prises lymytted by the said Mayor orelles do keape the assise according to the statute in 
that case provyded, yf no prise be sett by the said Mayor. Nor shall sell any ale or beere to be spent in his 
or their howses to any Craftesman, or to any servant of any of this Towne (except to suche as shalbe then 
in company with any stranger there) Nor shall deny to delyver or sell owt any ale or beere to any lawfully 
demanding the same in reasonable tymes so long as he or they have any ale or beere to sell. Nor shall 
keape in his or their alestakes having any ale or beere to sell (The inne 
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              holders excepted) Nor shall sell 
any ale or beere within or without his or their doores but by sealed measures allowed by the said Mayor, 
except to suche as shalbe burded within his or their bowses by the monethe, weeke, or meale. Nor shall 
suffer any tippling within his or their howses after nyne of the clock in the night, nor before morning prayer 
in the Sabothe or holy day other then to suche his and their guestes as shall then take their iourney furthe 
of the Towne, or shall then so late in the night there take ther lodging from out of the Countrey. Nor shall 
kepe or suffer to be kept any ill rule or disorder within his or their howses during the said yere, nor suffer 
any unlawfull games to be used in their said howsses during the said yere. 
 The order for inne holders and such as kepe tabling or boarding and lodging which are no common 
brewers, is as followeth:- 
George Howper Elizabethe Deye widowe Philipp Heywood John Wallen 
Alexander Durston Barthelmewe Semper  Robert Collyer 
 It is ordered the daye and yere abovesaid that they nor any of them shall not at any tyme on this 
syde the feast of St. Michell th archangell next coming suffer any disorders nor ill rule to be kept or used 
within his or their howses, but do use and kepe his and their howses towching, lodging, harboring and 
tabling his and their guestes as they ought according to the lawes of this realm, nor shall sell nor utter owt 
of doores any ale or beare but 
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onely within his and theire howses and that by sealed measures allowed by the said Mayor except to suche 
persons as shalbe burded with him or them by the monethe, weeke, or meale. 
p.13-15)      Husting court held 20 October 20 Elizabeth.  
p.14) It is ordered that all the Tipplers and Bruesters which are not yet become in bond for uttering of ale 
and beare according to Mr. Mayors order that they sell not any ale or beare from hence-forthe but 
according to the assizes ordeyned by the statutes in that behalf nor keape no yll rule in their howses upon 
payn of the penaltie of the statutes likewis ordeyned in that behalf. 
p.15-17)    Husting court held 27 October 20 Elizabeth 
p.17)    2 November  
 Walter Dassele in the middle of the night on this day broke prison and carried away the key having 
previously been condemned in certain actions. 
p.18-24)    no information 
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p.25)    Husting court held 9 February 21 Elisabeth.   [1579] 
p.26) Exchequer writ, dated 24 January 21 Elizabeth ordering the mayor to deliver to William Symes,  
William Every, Richard Davige and Robert Clark "a certen heape of greene woade" detained by him at 
Lyme.   (This matter is referred to in one of the loose documents.   J .R.C.) 



p.28-31)   Husting court held 16 February 21 Elisabeth.  
 John Craudley v. Tristram Tucker in a plea of trespass, in which the former alleges the latter to have 
said opening these scandalous words: 
"Thou art a false man, and so I will prove the," and further "John Craudley is a cosening knave and   
dothe beguyle his customers when he buyeth kersers for them some tymes 12d. upon a kersey and some 
tyme 8d. etc." 
p.31) Guy Carswell of Charmouth mason complains against John Cole "belmaker". 
          Husting court held 23 March 21 Elizabeth. 
 The arbitrators in Craudley v. Tucker decide against Craudley (see p.28) 
p.39-42)   Husting court held 4 May 21 Elizabeth 
p.39) Robert Burges v. William Hobbes in a plea of debt. The said William in 17 Elisabeth engaged the said 
Robert for making certain cloths, vis. 
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      17 cloths called Bridgewaters at 21d. each for the making;   4 ½ 
cloths at 2s. each, three 'cotons' at 20d. each, and four whole cloths (pannos integros) at 6s. each.   Total 
£6 6s. 9d. [error ?] of which 18s. only has been paid.  
 
p.42)    Legal court with View of Frankpledge held 11 May 21 Elizabeth.  
 James Hill and William Legg constables present that George Combe drew blood from Joan Meryck. 
Fined 9d. 
 And also that John Craudley drew blood from Tristram Tucker with a dagger. Fined 9d. 
Jurors: 
Robert Davy  Ignacius Buckford  Richard Baret      Nicholas Hassard  
William Elesdon    Thomas Denslowe  John Jurden  Robert Tutchyn  
Richard Davy       Alexander Durston  John Jones  Richard Bedford  
John Seward  George Hooper  John Belmy  Nicholas Whetcom  
Walter Harvy      Robert Myco  
 And the Jurors present the following freeholders as defaulters: Fined: 
William Lord Cobham  6d. John Borowe, gent  6d. William Hancock gent.  6d. 
John Chaplyn.  6d.  Alice Maning 6d. 
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       The heir of Christina Hooper 6d.  
Silvester Hayne in right of \ Elizabeth his wife 6d. 
 And the following inhabitants as defaulters:-  Peter Shere, Laurence Elesdon, Robert Harvy, 
Richard Tigens, John Willes, John Laurence, John Gamon, George Bowdon, Richard Bowdon, John Curties, 
Giles Palfrey, Edward Palmer, Robert Gollupp, Robert Carter, Christopher Tuck, William Battyn,  
William Tutchin, Robert Fippen, Thomas Toope, William Colisworthy, Robert Collyer, Mathewe Bratle, 
John Whitmore. 
  presentments;  Amerced at; 
 That the porters have not clensed nor kept cleane the ditche leading into the causway by George 
Pleys ground  ...   4d. 
 That George Pley hathe not scoured the ditche leading along the causway   ...   6d. 
 That Mr. Mayor hath not caused the ditche to be scowred leading into Dunston's meadowe ...  4d. 
 That Alexander Forward and John Warren cast dong and filth in the streat leading to Cullyford  ... 
6d. each 
 That Slbille Battyn hath not kept the water in his due course runing betwene Thomas Courtes and 
Colway Lane ...   6d. 
 That Richard Davige hath not caried awaie the filth and doung at thende of his howse, lieing by the 
Almes howse ... 3s. 4d. 
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 That Robert Harvy hathe not severed his ground from the Towne plott at thende of Whetcombes 
Barne  ... 12d. 



p.44) That James Hill and William Legg constables have bene negligent in punishing sturdy beggers and 
idel persons ... 3s. 4d. each 
 That the common brewers which were appoint by order taken 14 October 20 Elizabeth as  
appeareth before in this present booke have been found faulty contrary to the same order  ...  5s. each, 
 John Belmy and Nicholas Hassard, affeerors at this court, being sworn, have affeered all 
amercements as given below. 
 Robert Davy sworn to be coroner till the feast of St. Michael the Archangel next. 
 John Tyrling of thage of 5 yeres or thereaboutes by jtnspeccion and being the sonne of Androwe 
Tyrling was brought into this Courte by John Meryck and claymeth and affirmeth himself by the said John 
Merlck to be heire unto John Tirling gent late of Collyton deceassed, of all suche landes as the said John 
Tirling had in Lyme and was seised of at the tyme of his deceasse, and paieth his relief present in courte 
being 19d., and the rent of William Jurdens howse due at Miohelmas last being 19d. also he presently 
paied.   And the same accepted by the Courte. 
 John Wylles comethe into this Courte and yeldeth upp unto John Tanner his late sonne in lawe 
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all that his right title and interest and demaund that he hath or might have or ought to have at any time in 
the right of his late wief Joane, late mother of the said John Tanner or by any other right, of, in, and to all 
that orchard with the appurtenances lieing in the northe side of the lane in Lyme leading downe to the 
Kinges Myll. Therefore a relief to be receyved. 
p.45)  Ordinances made by the jurors.       Penalty. 
 That the constables do suffer no vagaboundes which wander without lawfull aurtoritie to go 
unponished ...  6s. 8d. 
 That none do cast any filthe in the kinges streame ... 3s. 4d. 
 That none do wynnowe any corne in the streat ... 3s. 4d. 
 That none sell any ale or beare but by sealed measures and that they kepe out their ale stackes as 
long as they have any ale or beare to sell and do from tyme to tyme sende for th'altasters at every brewing 
...   6s. 8d. 
 That every man do weekly ryd cleane before their doores and sellers the filth in the streat ... 3s.4d. 
 That the porters do wekely make cleane the streates before the Cobb gate and also the cannell and 
grate from Daviges wall ... 3s. 4d. 
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 That Mr. Mayor do appoint a sufficient person to see from tyme to tyme that no pigges nor horses 
be suffred to annoye the streates ...  3s. 4d. 
 That every man do cause the water running before their dores in ye west streete to be kept cleane, 
and that none do washe or cast any filth in the same   ... 3s. 4d. 
 That none do lay any tymber in ye streetes without Mr. Mayors licence  ...  10s.  
 That the porters do from tyme to tyme cause the ditche leading into the causwaie by George Pleys 
ground to be kept cleane ...  3s. 4d. 
 That George Pley do cause the ditche downe along the Causway to skowred from tyme to tyme 
 ...  3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the ditche leading into Durstons medowes to be skowred and kept cleane 
from tyme to tyme ... 3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Robert Davie Charitie Newall Robert Harvy and Mistres Rauff do cause the ditche  
adioyning to their ground in Houndes lane to be skowred from tyme to tyme  ...  3s. 4d. 
 That Alexander Durston do from tyme to tyme cause the cannell before his garden to be skowred 
...3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Borowes tenantes which dwell by James Hackwell do from tyme to tyme scower the 
cannell in Shirborne lane and the hedge to be pared  ...  3s. 4d. 
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 That the tenante which holdethe Mr. Garlandes ground before Whitmores doore do cause that the 
water be kept in his course ... 3s. 4d. 
p.46) That no Tucker do washe nor sigg any clothes upon the Sabothe daie  ...   3s. 4d. 



 That no artificers do open their shopp windowes upon the Sabothe daie   ...  3s. 4d. 
 That none digg any foxmould in the high waies towardes three legged crosse ... 6s. 8d. 
 That Sibley Batine do skoure the ditche next to Pryes Corner which ronnethe under the lake from 
tyme to tyme ...  3s. 4d. 
 That none dwellinge in ye west streat towardes Culliford cast any dong in the streat ...  3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Hassard suffer Mr. Baret from tyme to tyme to skoure the ditche in his meadowe which is 
Mr. Hancokes groundes, to have his due course to come out at the norther Butt, in ye Mill greene ... 3s. 4d. 
 That the Miller of Colway Mill do from tyme to tyme cause the water to be kept in his due course 
betwixt Thomas a Courtes and Colway Lane  ...  3s. 4d. 
 That Mrs. Rauff do from tyme to tyme cause the wayer to be well and sufficiently repayered. 6s.8d. 
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 That none cast any filth withowt the Cobbgate within the full sea mark  ... 3s. 4d. 
 That those dwelling about Th’Almes howse do not at any tyme cast their filth at th'ende of Richard 
Daviges howse and the same nowe there lieing to be carled awaie by Richard Davlg or his assignes ... 10s. 
 That Philipp Heywood do from tyme to tyme skoure the ditche which leadeth by Mr. Dares ground, 
that the water be not annoyed ...  3s. 4d. 
 That John Seward do from tyme to tyme skoure his ditche in the lane about his meadowe, that the 
water male kepe his due course in to the Towne water  ...   3s. 4d. 
 That Robert Harvy do sever his grounde from the Town plot at th'ende of Whitmores Barne before 
the feast of Saint James   ...  6s. 8d. 
 That those of the higher west streat which accustomably fetch their water in mother Caseleis 
ground in ye parsons fee do from tyme to tyme save the said mother Caseleis harmeles orelles to come no 
more upon the grounde. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the Buttes to be repaired from tyme to tyme according to the Statute  ...  
6s. 8d. 
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 That Edmund Wight do cause his gutter to be mended without the kitchen doore that Thomas 
Denslo be not annoyed by the said Edmond and that he cause a grate to be made without the backdore 
before the feast of St. James ... 6s. 8d. 
 That Mr. Mayor do keape the water in his due course adjoyning to Whetcomes ground and repaier 
the same from tyme to tyme ... 3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Robert Davy do from tyme to tyme skoure his ditche and pare his hedge adjoyning to his 
orchard over against Edmond Wightes house that the water maie have his due course into Shirborne Lane 
... 3s.4d. 
p.47) That Philipp Heywood do repaier his mantell in his kitchen before the feast of St. John the Baptist 
....  6s.3d. 
 That Richard Davige or his assignes do take away the riddance of his ditche over against  
Mr. Elesdons medowe going to Uplyme before the feast of Pentecost ...  10s. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the wall and channel in Shirborne Lane to be repaiered adjoyning to John 
Davie's orchard before the feast of St. James Th'Appostell ... 10s. 
 That the Baker dwelling in John Perates howse do cause the Mantel in ye kitchen to be parged 
before the feast of Penthecost   ...  10s. 
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That Mr. Mayor do cause the waie going to Colway bridge to be repaired before the feast of Penthecost 
... 6s. 8d. 
 That George Pley do repaier his hedges and make the way passable for cariadge and recariadge 
adioyning to William Dolmans howse before the feast of Penthecost   ...   10s.  
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the foundred wale against his meadowe above mother Battins dore to be 
repaired before the feast of Penthecost ...  6s. 8d. 
 That John Hunt do take awaie his earth which is fallen into Robert Mycoes grounde before the feast 
of St. John Baptist ...   6s. 8d. 
 That John Hunt do ridd the gutter behynde the towne howse which Dolman nowe holdeth before 



the feast of Penthecost   ...   3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the howse that Dolman holdeth to be repaired before the feast of St. 
Michael Th'Archangell   ...   10s. 

24 
 A presentment of John Farland swoorne for the same purpose of the names of suche persons as 
have [not] worn hattes on the Saboth daie and therefore every of them to paie the forfeyture of 3s. 4d. 
according to the statute, viz. 
  14 January  (15 names) 
p.48)  3 Ja’y.   (12 names) 
  10 Ja’y.   (17 names)   
 Here foloweth the deposisions of certen witnesses taken at this Courte before the worshipfull Mr. 
John Hassard mayor, William Poole esquier Justice of peace and of the quorum in ye county of Devon and 
counsel of this Towne, and John Wadham esquier Recorder, and the burgesses, freemen and inhabitants, 
viz. 
 Alexander Davie of th'age of 76 yeres sworne and examined saieth 40 years sithence he then being 
one of the Porters of the Towne knewe 4d. taken for every tonne of any merchandise weyed by the kinges 
beame, and that the same was brought to the Mayor, whereof the Mayor gave th’ one half to him and 
other the porters, and th'other half he kept to himself, he remembreth yt Mr. Boreman, Mr. Selwood and 
others whose names he remembreth not paid the said duties, and if they had but half a tonne a tonne or 
under,  
p.49) yet they paid after the rate, and that one William Harrys then kept the beame, which was an old iron 
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beame and was kept in ye long seller that Richard Davige nowe holdeth, and further that he well 
remembreth that there was paied for every peek and fardell caried out and brought In by the port of 
Lyme two pence for Cobb duties, and this he knoweth to be true for that he himself was one of the 
porters and of th’age of 30 yeres, and further saieth that there was paid at the same tyme towards the 
maytenance of the Cobb for every bark that grounded ytself in ye Cobb 4d. and if the same bark had a cock 
boote then they paied 8d. 
 John Moxage of th'age of 63 yeres likewise sworne and examined deposeth and saieth that he well 
remembreth that for 40 yeres sythence there was paid by the merchauntes for everie pack and fardell 
caried and brought by shipp at Lyme 2d. and as towching the beame he can say nothing. 
 Robert Davy of th'age of 70 yeres sworne and examined deposeth and saieth that he well 
remembreth that for fyftye yeres sence there was an old iron beame and linkes of iron to hang the skales, 
kept in the seller which Davige nowe holdeth, called the long seller, and that one William Harrys was 
porter and keaper of the same beame and that there was paid 4d. for every tonne of merchandise weyed, 
whereof the Mayor gave 2d. to the keaper of the beame, and 2d. he kept himself and for a more quantitie 
more was paid and for a lesse lesse, after the rate, and that there was paid towardes the mayntenaunce of 
the Cobb two pence upon every pack and fardell and for every tonne of sweete wyne and seck and for 
every tonne of oyle 
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      8d. the tonne, and for every tonne of gascoign wyne 4d. and of every bark that 
grounded in the Cobb 4d. and if the bark had a cock boat, then there was paid 8d. and more towching the 
premisses he cannot say. 
 
    Husting Court held 13 July 21 Elizabeth, [1579] 
 George Hooper presents here in Court a writ of our Lady the Queen of habeas corpus to be 
returned at Westminster before the Queen's justices three weeks after Trinity, dated 26 June 21 Elizabeth.   
And because the said messenger came late the Mayor does not wish to receive the said writ; and all 
matters pending concerning the said George are adjourned till the next Court 'in statu quo nunc'. 
 
    Husting Court held 10 August 21 Elizabeth. [1579] 
 Joan Elsdon widow summoned to answer John Jey in a plea on demand of 20s. which Thomas 



Elsdon her late husband received on 24 June 3 Elizabeth from the said John Jey for a fine for two parcels of 
land called Daunsenhlll and Metecrofte, parcel of the rectory of Halstock, did not appear but made default. 
Granted by the court that John Jey shall recover his 20s. 
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    Husiing Court held 17 August 21 Elisabeth. 
   Court for the election of a mayor and other officials, held 31 August 21 Elizabeth. 
Robert Davy John Jones ( in mercy 10s. for being absent )  Richard Baret        Richard Davy 
William Elesdon    John Seward    John Jurden     John Belmy     Walter Harvy.  Robert Hassard 
Alexander Durston   William Mallack John Sampford senior   John Swayne WilliamWhetcome 
Nicholas Hassard Nicholas Whetcome   John Garland Nicholas Deane   John Perat  
Philip Heywood   Ignacius Buckford Henry Palmer   Robert Harvy   John Tanner alias Moxaige 
Thomas Denslo Ralph Stansby   George Pley Robert Myco   John Davy Robert Tynham 
Philipp Harvy John Keridge   Richard Davige John Myller   Robert Tutchin Richard Carpenter 
senior   Richard Bedford Nicholas Sampford   William Tanner William Legg   George Hooper 
John Chaplyn   Silvester Hayne   Thomas Slade   Robert Barons   John Ley  James Hackwell   
 By a majority vote of the aforesaid jurors John Sewarde is nominated mayor and principal officer of 
the town of Lyme Regis for the coming year. 
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  The other officials following are chosen and nominated by discretion of the Court: 
Coroner    Robert Davy 
Constables    Philip Harvy  Thomas Denslow 
Receivers for the Cobb  William Elesdon John Davy 
Serjeants at mace   William Welshe nominated by John Hassard now and hitherto mayor 
 according to ancient custom, since in his year the mayor must nominate and elect one of the 
Serjeants for the coming year. 
    Husting Court held 14 September 21 Elizabeth 
 The wydowe Otterton hath redemed her brasse crock which was distrayned for amercements in 
Mr. Jurdens tyme; she hath redemed it for 12d. the money is nowe delivered to John Farland by Mr. Mayor 
in part of payment of his wages about the great bell.  
         Husting Court held 28 September 21 Elizabeth.  
   Legal Court with view of Frankpledge held 5 October 21 Elizabeth. 
 The constables, viz. Thomas Hyll and William Legg present that George Bowdon drew blood from 
Peter Sheare contrary to the peace, etc. Therefore he is fined 9d. 
 They present also that Peter Shere drew blood from George Bowdon contrary to the peace etc. 
Therefore he is fined 9d. 
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 Jurors: 
Robert Davy Robert Myco   William Elesdon  George Pley  John Jurden Nicholas Whetcome  
Richard Davy Robert Tutchyn  John Jones Richard Bedford John Belmy Thomas Denslowe 
Walter Harvy Philip Harvy Ignatius Buckford Robert Barons 
 
 And the said jurors say nothing as to defaulters at this Court, although there are many such both of 
freeholders by reason of their tenure and of other inhabitants by reason of their residence. 
Names of defaulters given:- 
 17 freeholders fined    6d. each   26 inhabitants fined    3d. each 
 But the said jurors say on their oath that the following have failed to carry out the orders given 
them at the last Court:  Amerced at 
 First the constables have been negligent in their offices   ... 2s. 
 The Brewsters, viz. William Brooke,   Richard Elyott,   Nicholas Whetcome,  
widow Otterton,   Nicholas Sampford,   Joan Jurden  faulty contrary to the orders prescribed 
to them  ... 6s. 8d. each. 
 That the Mayor suffered the streets to be annoyed with pigs and horses  ...  6d. 
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 That the Porters have not kept cleane the ditch leading down the 'Calsway' by George Pleas ground  
...   6d. 
 That George Pley hath not scoured the ditch down along the 'Calsway’  ...  12d. 
 That Mr. Mayor scoured not the ditch leading down Durstons meadow  ...  I2d. 
 That Mr. Borowghes tenants have not scoured the cannell in Shirborne lane  ...  6d. 
 That the Porters have cast filth within the full sea mark   ...  4d. 
 That Richard Davige hathe not carried away the filth at his house end by the alms house ...  10s. 
      That Mr. Seward hath not scoured his ditch in the lane about his meadow  ...  12d. 
 That Robert Harvy hath not severed his ground from the Town plot  ...  12d. 
 That Edmond Weight hath not mended his gutter without his kitchen door  ...  6d. 
 That Mr. Mayor hath not repaired the wall and 'cannell1 in Shirborne lane  ...  2s. 
 That George Pley hath not repaired his hedges and made the way passable for carriage etc. by 
William Dolman's house  ...  2s. 
 That Mr. Mayor hath not repaired the house that John Dolman holdeth ...  12d. 
 
  The Jurors say also that Christina White has died, and that Simon Davy, aged 15, son of John Davy, 
is heir to all the lands of which she died possessed, to which he succeeds by payment of a relief. 
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 They say also that John Dey, son of Robert Dey, is heir to Nicholas Dey deceased, as regards the 
house in which John Davy now lives. 
 
 John Seward sworn as mayor. 
 John Farland chosen and nominated as one of the Serjeants, with William Welshe, for the coming 
year, and they are sworn. 
 Philip Harvy and Thomas Denslo sworn as constables. 
 Robert Davy sworn as coroner. 
 William Elesdon sworn as one of the receivers; the oath of John Davy, the other, respited till his 
arrival.   
 Simon Davy and Richard Holman sworn to the assize of our Lady the Queen. 
 Walter and Thomas Denslo   sworn as affeerors. 
 
 It is ordered that from henceforth the freeholders and inhabitants shall be called in the beginning 
of the Court, whilst the mayor and his brethren be in the Council house concerning matters they shall have 
to do for the time. 
    Husting Court held 2 November 21 Elizabeth. [1579] 
 This day Richard Carpenter rent gatherer and William Welshe with him tooke one cow in the 
parsons ground in the tenure of Joan Elsdon widow 
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 in the name of a distress for one years rent due to the Town at Michaelmas 20 Elisabeth, 1578,  
which rent is 15s. 10d. and a maidservant of the said Mrs. Elsdon named - - - - - - - - - with others, rescued 
the said cow, being in driving to the ground, from the said William Welshe. 
 
(fo.56v)         Husting Court held 18 April 22 Elizabeth. [1580] 
 Richard Bedford is dismissed of his freedom for that he refused to come to the Mayor at the Mill 
green on Easter day being sent for by him and his brethren.  
   Legal Court with View of Frankpledge held there 25 April 22 Elizabeth. [1580] 
 Coroner Robert Davy coroner presents that all things are well. 
 Thomas Denslo constable presents that Edward Hobbes and George Combe broke the Queen's 
peace on 27 January last and drew blood.  Each fined 9d. 
 He presents also that Nicholas Hassard and Thomas Hiat assaulted each other contrary to the 
Queen's peace and the said Nicholas drew blood from the said Thomas.  Therefore he is fined 9d. 
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 He presents also that Anthony Moore and Henry Woodrof assaulted each other contrary to the 
Queen’s peace and the said Anthony drew blood from the said Henry.   Therefore he is fined 2d. 
   The jurors: 
Robert Davy  Richard Baret  Mayor William Elesdon  John Jurdeyn  John Belmy 
Walter Harvy Ignatius Buckford Silvester Hayne   William Tanner Nicholas Hassard 
Robert Tutchyn Henry Palmer Nicholas Whetcome. 
 
 The jurors present that William Lord Cobham,  John Wadham knight,  John Burgh gent, 
William Hancok gent,  Robert Hassard gent, John Swayne gent,  William Mallack gent, 
Robert Davy,  Richard Baret,  William Elesdon,  John Jurden,  John Jones,  Alice Woodley, daughter 
of John Dey deceased,  Thomas Slade,  James Hackwell,  John Davy,  Elizabeth daughter and 
heir of Thomas Hiat deceased,  Richard Carpenter,  Elizabeth wife of Silvester Hayne,  
John Sampford,  John Tirling,  Robert Barons,  John Perat,  Robert Myco,  John Garland,  
Nicholas Hassard,  Richard Legg,  Alice Davige, daughter of Roger Garland deceased,  late wife of 
Nicholas Davy deceased,  Simon Davy, being heir 
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       of Christina Hooper deceased,  the heir of Thomas 
Skorche,  John Chaplyn,  Philip Heywood,  Alice Toller widow,  John Tanner,  Henry Palmer,  
Gregory Travail,  Nicholas Sampford, Ralph Stansby, Nicholas Deane,  William Whetcome,  George 
Pley,  William Tanner,  the heir of Richard Hunt,  the heir of John Holcome,  John Myller,   
Robert Tynham,  are freeholders within the said town. 
 
(Names of defaulters - omitted). 
 
 The Jurors aforesaid say and present that the constables for their negligence in their offices are 
amerced at 12d. 
 That the brewers and ale sellers are all faulty; therefore the penalty is referred to the statutes. (The 
following persons are fined:) 
 Mr. Mayor for not appointing a sufficient person to see that neither pigs nor horses annoy the 
streets   ...  8d. 
 The porters, for not keeping clean the causeway by George Pleas ground   12d. 
 George Pley for not scouring the ditch by the causeway ...    12d. 
 Mr. Mayor, for not scouring the ditch leading into Durston's meadows   6d. 
 Mr. Burroughes tenant by James Hackwell, for not scouring the kannell in Shirborne Lane  ...  4d. 
 The miller of Colway Mill for not keeping the water in his due course betwixt Colway bridge and the 
Mill  ...  4d. 
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 Richard Pearse, for not keeping the water in his due course betwixt Thomas a Courtes 
and Colway Lane ... 6d. 
 Richard Daviges folk, for casting filth within the full sea mark at Cob gate  ....  12d. 
 Robert Harvy, for not severing his ground from the Town plot at the end of Whitmore's barne ... 
12d. 
 Mr. Mayor for not causing the wall and cannel in Shirborne Lane adjoyning to John Davyes orchard 
to be repaired  ...  2s. 
 Mr. Mayor, for not causing the house to be repaired that Dolman holdeth  ...  2s. 
 Mr. Mayor for not causing the water running out of Richard Daviges ditch to be conveyed over the 
highway into Mr. Blesdon's ditch ... ... 12d. 
 Mr. Mayor for not causing a piece of timber to be laid in the highway coming from Thomas a 
Courtes house, which is for the watercourse running into Richard Pearce's ground ... 12d. 
 Mr. Mayor for not causing the water to be kept in his due course and a pece of timber to be laid in 
the midst of the highway called Colwaye Lane  ...  12d. 



 
 Orders set down by the foresaid Jury and pains upon the same as followeth, viz.:    Penalty: 
 That the constables do suffer no vagabonds to go unpunished that wander within their limits 
without authority ... 6s. 8d. 
 That none cast any filth in the King's stream  ...  3s. 4d 
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 That none do sell any ale or beer but by sealed measures, and keep out their ale stakes as long as 
they have any ale or beer to sell; and do from time to time send for the ale tasters at every brewing 6s. 8d. 
 That every man do wekely rid clean before their doors and cellars the filth in the street ... 3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Mayor do appoint sufficient persons to see from time to time that no pigs nor horses do 
annoy the streets ... 3s. 4d. 
 That every man do cause the water before their doors in the West Street to be kept clean and that 
none do wash or cast any filth in the same ... 3s. 4d. 
 That none do lay any timber in the streets without Mr. Mayor's licence ... 3s. 4d. 
 That the Porters do from time to time cause the ditch leading down the causeway by George Pley’s 
ground to be kept clean  ...  6s. 8d. 
 That George Plea do cause all the ditch down along all the causeway to be scoured from time to 
time ... 6s. 8d. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the ditch leading into Durston’s ground to be scoured from time to time  

...  3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Robert Davye, Robert Harvy, Mrs. Banff and Charity Newall do cause their ditch adjoining 
to their ground in Houndes Lane to be scoured from time to time ...  3s. 4d. 
 That Alexander Durston do from time to time cause the cannell before the garden to be scoured  
...  3s. 4d. 
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 That the tenants of Mr. Burroughe which dwell by James Hackwell do scour the cannell and also 
pare the hedge in Shirborne Lane ... 3s. 4d. 
 That the tenants that holdeth Mr. Garlands ground before Weyes dore do cause the water to be 
kept in his due course 3s. 4d. 
 That no Tuckers do wash nor Sigg any cloth upon the Sabbath day ... 3s. 4d. 
 That no Artificers do open their shop windows upon the Sabbath day 3s . 4d. 
 That none do dig any foxmold in the highway or elsewhere within the liberties 3s. 4d. 
 That William Legg do scour the ditch next to Pry's Corner from time to time 3s. 4d. 
 That none dwelling in the West Street towards Culliford do cast any dung or filth in the highway ... 
3s.4d. 
 That the Miller of Colwaie from time to time do cause the water to be kept in due course betwixt 
Colly Mill and Colway Bridge  ...  3s. 4d. 
 That Richard Pearce do from time to time cause the water to be kept in due course betwixt Thomas 
Courtes and Colway Lane  ...  5s.  
 That none do cast any filth within the full sea mark at the Cob gate   ... 3s. 4d. 
 That the dwellers about the alms house do not at any time cast any filth at the end of Richard 
Daviges house  ...  5s. 
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 That John Abbot do from time to time scour the ditch by Mr. Dare's ground that the water which 
cometh to the town be not annoyed ... 5s. 
 That the heirs of John Holcome do sever the ground from the Town plot at Whitmore’s barns ende 
before the feast of St. John Baptist next      ...  10s. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the Buttes to be repaired before the feast of Pentecost next  ...  5s. 
 That Mr. Mayor do keep the water in his due course through Mr. Elesdon's and Whitcomes ground 
and repair the same from time to time ...  3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the wall at the end of Sherborne Lane and the Cannell to be repaired 
before the feast of Saint John Baptist next ...  5s. 



 That George Plea and his tenants do repair his hedge and make the way passable before his ground 
by Dolman's house before the feast of Pentecost next  ...  40s. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the house which Dolman holdeth to be repaired before the feast of St. 
John Baptist next  ...  6s. 8d. 
 That those which do accustomably fetoh their water at Mother Caseleis ground do from time to 
time save and keep harmless the said Mother Caseleis, or else to come no more there ...  10s. 

39 
 That Richard Eliot do show evidence whether he ought to have the bound which is a stone set upon 
the town lands in the garden which Nicholas Whetcome now holdeth before the next Law Day  ...   20s. 
 That Thomas Denslowe and John Ham do convey their water that cometh out of their backsides 
that the town stream may not be annoyed therewith  ...  5s. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the water which is coming out of Richard Daveges to be conveyed over 
the highway into Mr. Elesdon's ditch and so downwards over the Town water into a Trough from time to 
time  ...  5s. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause a piece of timber to be laid in the highway betwixt Thomas Courtes and 
Richard Perces ground that the water might be kept in his course, from time to time ...   5s. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause a piece of timber to be laid in the lower end of Colway Lane, that the 
water have his due course  ...  5s.  
 That Nicholas Somer do convey his water that cometh out of his stable into Silvester Haynes Court 
that he be not annoyed therewith, before the feast of Pentecost next   ...   10s.  
 That Mr. Elesdon and Richard Davige do pave the street at Robert Clark's door before the feast of 
Pentecost next  ...  10s.  
 That John Waller and George Combe do scour the ditch and pare the hedge leading down 
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   the causeway betwixt their houses from time to time  ...  3s. 4d. 
 That the tenants of Mr* Garland do repair their "mantell" where they now dwell before St. John 
Baptist next ... 3s. 4d. 
 That John Jones and John Perat do rid the rubble that he (sic) hath cast in the king's stream before 
St. John Baptist next coming ...   5s. 
 That none do burn any ore within the parish and liberty without Mr. Mayor's licence  ...  10s. 
 That Markes Barons do cause the dung lying at his door to be carried away before Whitsunday next 
...  3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause the Causeway to be repaired above Sander Davies door leading up the hill 
before the feast of Pentecost next ...  5s. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause a pair of bars to be made and set up in the churchyard before Pentecost 
next ...  10s. 
 That Mr. Hassard and John Ley do not suffer the water to run into the streets but into the Town 
gutter according to the old course before the feast of St. John Baptist next ...  10s,  
 That Mr. Hassard and Philip Harvy do cause the street to be paved before Philip Harvies house 
before the feast of St. John Baptist next  ...  5s. 
 That William Dolman and Richard Whetcome do cause (to be repaired) the bank that is fallen down 
at his house end,  
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     that they may pass quietly in the way before the feast of St.' John Baptist next ... 3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Hassard do convey his horse stale out of Richard Daviges garden that he be not annoyed 
therewith before Mid-summer next   ....  5s. 
 For maintenance of artillery we find all faulty. 
 For unlawful games we find all faulty. 
 For apparel we find all faulty. 
 That Richard Sampford do rid the rubble at his house end before Whitsunday next upon pain of  ...  
3s. 4d. 
 We find that Nicholas Smythe, Nicholas Somer miller, William Waller, Nicholas Somer tucker, 



Thomas Winter and Peter Browne "plaied" out evening prayer the Sabbath day being the 24th of April 
1580, wherefore they must pay 12d. the piece according to the statute in that case provided. 
 Item we find that Robert Harvy, Thomas Lacy, John Whitmore and John Day do not use to come to 
the church the Sabbath day. Therefore without lawful excuses they must pay according to the statute in 
that case. 
 Item we find that John Hunt is the eldest son of Richard Bunt, and heir unto the house that Robert 
Barons now dwelleth in, in the west street, and oweth a relief. 
 Item we find the death of Thomas Skorche, and that there is a relief due. 
 Item we find that Christiana Bowdon died and George Bowdon is her son and heir and oweth a 
relief. 
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 Item we find that Riohard Hunt late deceased gave unto Nicholas his son the house which Walter 
Harvye now dwelleth in unto him and his heirs, as by his last will and testament appeareth, and doth owe a 
relief. 
 Item we find that John Jones is lord and heir of the house that Silvester Hayne had in the Combe 
Street and also of one piece of ground called Wilhayes for the which he oweth a relief as appeareth by two 
several writings. 
  Affeerors:        Silvester Hayne   John Davy 
 
 Mr. John Jones prayeth that his two writings indented might be enrolled in this Court by the which 
writings he bought certain lands in Lyme of Silvester Hayne, and it is granted him. 
 
(fo.72)        Court for the election of new officials held 29 August 22 Elizabeth (1580) 
 On this day these are of the council of the town of Lyme Regis:-    
 John Seward,  Mayor,  
 Robert Davy, 
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Richard Baret,  John Hassard,  William Elesdon,  William Jurdayne,  Richard Davy,  John Jones (by 
letters),  John Belmy,  Walter Harvy (by letters). 
 And several of them say that the two venerable men of the said council whose names here follow 
are most suitable for executing the office of Mayor for the following year:-viz.   Robert Davy and John 
Jones. 
 
 Certain free burgesses who are not of the council are also to be called and sworn:  
 Silvester Hayne,  Robert Hassard,  Nicholas Hassard,  Richard Davige,  Robert Myco,  
John Perrat,  William Legg,  John Sampford,  Richard Carpenter,  James Hackwell,  John Davy,  
Robert Batons,  Nicholas Sampford,  Henry Palmer,  Gregory Trail,  George Bowdon,    
Philip Heywood,  Ralph Stansby,  Nicholas Deane,  George Pley,  William Tanner, William Whetcome, 
John Miller,  Robert Tynham. . 
 
 Also certain freemen of the said town who are neither burgesses nor of the council are to be called 
and sworn to the election of a Mayor:  Ignatius Buckford,  Nicholas Whetcom,  George Hooper, 
Alexander Durston,  Philip Harvy,  Thomas Denslowe,  Robert Tutchyn,  John Keridge,   
Henry Woodroff,  Thomas Whetcom, Nicholas Bayly,  Thomas Hiat,  Richard Bedford. 
 And all the above say and declare that John Jones is more suitable for fulfilling the functions of the 
mayor for the coming year. 
(fo.72v)     Robert Davy is elected coroner. 
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 Robert Barons  Richard Keridge junior elected constables, 
 William Walshe John Farland    are elected Serjeants at mace.  
 John Belmy   Robert Tutchyn  are elected receivers for the Cobb duties.  
 24 September [1580]    



 Henry Palmer   Thomas Wynter, sworne to the office of the Water Seale.   
 Edmond Wight,   William Walshe, sworne to the office of the Town Seale for clothes, for the 
yere to come. 
    Legal Court with view of frankpledge held 3 October 22 Elizabeth. 
 17 persons (named) caused themselves to be essoined.  
 Jurors for the Queen (16 names) 
 Presentments of the Jury. 
 14 freeholders (names) have made default. Therefore in mercy 3d. each. 
 1 freeman (name) has made default.      Therefore in mercy 3d. 
 14 residents (names) have made default.   Therefore in mercy 3d. each. 
     Other presentments: 
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 The Constables  Negligence     2s.  
 The brewers   Negligence in carrying out orders.   5s.each   
 John Jurdayn, Richard Carpenter,senior,  JohnSampford. Not scouring street before their doors 
...  3s. 4d. 
 Richard Sampford,  Markes Barons,  William Welshefouling the water running before their doors 
...  3s. 4d. 
 Peter Brown,  John Waller Throwing dung into the street before their doors ... 3s.4d. 
 Thomas Hiat and Philip Harvy  Throwing dung within the full sea mark 3s .4d. 
 John Ham,  Thomas Denslowe.   Not making a channel for the water coming out of their 
curtilages.   2s. 
 John Seward, Mayor.   As No. 14 above  ...  6d. 
 Mr. Mayor      As No. 15 above  ...  6d. 
 Mr. Mayor   As No. 16 above  ...  6d. 
 Nicholas Somer Not making a channel for the water running out of his stable into Silvester 
Hayn's curtilage 12d. 
 William Elesdon and Richard Davidge  Not paving street before Robert Clark's door  ...  2s. 
 John Waller,  Richard Carpenter   Not scouring ditch and paring hedge in causeway between 
their houses. 12d. 
 Thomas Wood  Burning seaweed within the parish without licence of the Mayor  ...  2s. 
 Mr. Mayor Not repairing causeway above Alexander Davy's door ;   ...  --- . 
 Mr. Mayor Not obeying Order No.45 above.   ...  4d. 
 Richard Pearce As 9 above  ...  6d. 
 The reference is to the Presentments at the previous Court, 25 April. 
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 That all the general orders agreed upon at the last law day do continue in force. 
 The Porters      As No. 8 above     3s. 4d. 
 George Pley      As No. 9 above  5s. 
 Mr. Mayor      As No. 10 above   3s. 4d. 
 Robert Davy, William Elesdon, Charity Newell As No.11 above   3s. 4d. 
 The Miller of Colway     As No.20 above   3s. 4d. 
 Richard Pearce     As No.21 above   3s. 4d. 
 John Abbot      As No.24 above  3s. 4d. 
 John Holcome's heirs     As No.25 above  20s. 
 The Porters To make clean the street before the Cobbgate weekly   3s. 4d. 
 Thomas Denslowe,  John Ham  To convey their water out of their backside whereby the pott 
water be not annoyed.      As No. 33 above  10s. 
 Mr. Mayor      As No. 34 above  5s. 
 Mr. Mayor      As No. 35 above   10s. 
 Mr. Mayor      As No. 36 above   5s. 
 Mr. Elesdon,  Richard Davidge         As No. 38 above   10s. 



 John Waller and Carpenter    As No. 39 above    10s. 
 Mr. Mayor      As No. 44 above  5s. 
 Mr. Mayor      As No. 45 above  10s. 
 William Dolman,  Richard Whetcom         As No. 48 above   10s. 
 Richard Sampford and Richard Davidge   To rid the rubble between their houses 
        As No .53 above   5s. 
 
 The reference is to the Orders at the previous court 22 April. [1580]    
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  William Gache      To keep the water in Whitmore's ditch in its proper course  ...  5s. 
 John Waye  To repair his mantle     3s. 4d. 
 Nicholas Whetcome  To scour the ditch in St. Andrews Lane 3s.4d. 
 Mr. Mayor    To cause a rail to be set up between Colway Bridge and the Mill  ... 10s. 
 Nicholas Somer     As No. 37 above     5s. 
 That none of the West Street do set, fill or wash any hods in the streets, or other buckets or rid any 
water           20s. 
 Mr. Mayor  To cause Shirborne Lane to be paved  10s. 
 Mr. Hassard  To make his grate that the water may run under the ground    3s. 4d. 
 John Ley  To cause his grate to be kept clean, etc. (as 28)    3s. 4d. 
 Thomasina Caseley  To cause her hedge and bank to be laid up that men may pass quietly  ... 5s. 
 Peter Browne and Markes Barons  To keep (the street) clean before their shops as far as the 
cannele,   ...  10s. 
 That all they that dwell in the 'West Streat' do rid weekly as far as the 'cannele' before their doors 
...  5s. 
    Affeerors at this Court - Richard Davy, Walter Harvy. 
 Robert Davy, coroner, presents that all is well. 
 Thomas Denslowe and Philip Harvy constables present that on the 12th of June last Nicholas 
Hassard broke the head of Nicholas Smythe with a stick. Therefore he is in mercy,  ... 9d. 
 Ale Tasters,   Nicholas Sprake and John Brinsham present that all is well. 

48 
The Court Order.  
 The Court being called, the old officers to be then sworn to give in their presentments. Then next 
the new Mayor, and so other new officers. Then the Jury. Then the Charge. But the rolls must be called 
first, whilst Mr. Mayor and his brethren be in the Council house. 
 It is ordered that the bars be taken off from James Carpenter's ground by the river, with the bar 
that he hath cut off. 
 Nicholas Sprake and John, Brinsham appointed for searching and sealing of leather. Not yet sworn. 
 Barthelmewe Semper confesseth in Court that he will pay Mr. Mayor the 10s. he hath in his hands 
by his late servant's bequest, to the use of the Cob. 
 For election of the Mayor.  
The last day of the election, as well the old Mayor and his brethren, as also the freemen and burgesses 
be sworn openly in the Court. 
 John Farland and William Walshe appointed to take the swine that stray in the streets, and to tie 
them to the bull ring until the owners have paid them 4d. for every such swine. 
 George Howper hath taken in undertenants. 
 Sealers of cloth to be sworn. 
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 Mr. Mayor, with Richard Carpenter, have seen one blue "reding" at Thomas Sampford's house 
without the water seal, and at John Chandler’s house five blue and one white "reding" with the water seal. 
 
  Orders taken by Mr. Mayor and his brethren the 22nd day of October 1580, 
 



 It is ordered that the late orders set down and agreed upon by the Mayor and Burgesses the 14th 
day of October in the 20th year of the Queen's Majesty's reign that now is concerning tipplers, utterers of 
ale and beer, harbourers of guests and innkeepers, shall stand, be and remain in force to all intents, and 
shall not be broken by any upon pain of 3s. 4d., to be paid forthwith upon the breach thereof by every 
person that shall be found faulty in any point therein, to be paid to the Serjeants and ministers of the court 
hall, to the use of the Cobb of Lyme, saving some other new tipplers and brewers are appointed amongst 
the others before appointed. 
 The names of them that are appointed be these, viz. 
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 Robert Collyer,  John Wallen, Florence Otterton, widow,  Joan Merchaunt, widow, 
William Brooke,  Richard Elyot,  Robert Williams,  Robert Mycoe,  Joan Jurdayn,  Nicholas Sampford. 
 Ale tasters appointed and sworn, viz.  William Walshe,  John Farland. 
 
    Husting Court held 7 November 22 Elizabeth. [1580] 
 Henry Woodroff by William Walsh his attorney comes and says that he does not owe John Hassard 
20 shillings, 49 ducats, and 347 'Marmatheis' of Spanish money, as the said John alleged. A day is given to 
the said Henry to wage his law. 
   Legal Court with view of Frankpledge held 17 April 23 Elizabeth. [1581] 
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 Five burgesses (Names) are essoined. 
 Fifteen inhabitants (Names) are essoined.  
 The jurors for the Queen, viz. (17 names).  
   Presentments of the Jury. 
 16 freeholders and burgesses (names) have made default.    In mercy 3d. each. 
 49 residents (names) have made default.     In mercy 3d. each. 
  Other presentments  
The Constables         For allowing vagabonds to go about   3s. 4d. 
The brewers    For selling ale and cider by false measures,   6s. 8d. and other offences 
The porters   As No. 4 (p.34) .      6d. 
George Plea   As No. 5 (p.34)      12d. 
Robert Davy, William Elesdon  and Charity Newall  Not scouring their ditch in Houndes lane:  6d. 
John Holcombe Not separating his ground from the town ground by Whitmore's barn  6d.  
The Mayor Not making an aqueduct to carry the water coming out of Richard Davidge’s ground over 
the water coming Into the town.  6d. 
The Mayor Not causing timber to be laid at end of Colway Lane (p.34)  4d. 
John Waller,  Richard Carpenter    Not scouring ditch    12d. 
Mr. Mayor As No.15, (p.45)    12d. 
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William Dolman, Richard Whetcom       Not obeying order No. 48 (p.40)  6d. 
William Gache     Not obeying order   No. 21 (p,47)   4d. 
John Waye     Not obeying order  No. 22 (p.47)   2d. 
Nicholas Somer          Not obeying order No. 37 (p.39)   12d. 
Peter Browne and  Markes Barons   Not obeying order No. 31 (p.47)   12d. 
 
The orders for redress of faults be as follow:-  [there follows a number of repetitive entries referring to 
previous page numbers / order numbers & fines, only those with information are listed ] 
 
Mr. Mayor:   As No.5 (p.36), and that if any pigs come into any man's ground by day or night by sufficient 
proof, then the parties owning the pigs shall forfeit for every time 12d. 
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 John Waye   To "plaister" his mantle   3s. 4d. 
 Jasper Sampford   To remove the hedge before Richard Willes door and set it according 



to the old bounds.        3s. 4d. 
 Mr. William Jurdayne  To cause his oven to be repaired that it be not hurtful unto the 
neighbours. 6s.8d. 
 Mr. Mayor   To cause the way adjoining to George Bowdon's house end to be 
amended and to set a rail over the water.     3s. 4d. 
 Mr. Mayor   To cause the new work which was late erected on this side Colway 
Mill to be repaired         10s. 
 Robert Tynham      To remove his stairs going into his chamber or else to compound with 
the town for same.        5s. 
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 John Wallen   To stop up the gutter at his house end and cause the water to run In 
his accustomed order. 6s.8d. 
 That the Tumbrell be repaired and maintained from time to time according to the statute. 
 Nicholas Somer      To scour his ditch towards three legged cross called  "capes hill"  
6s.8d. 
 Item we find for unlawful games all faulty. 
 Item we find that hats be used on the Sabbath day.  
 Item for artillery some faulty  
 Item we find that Christen Bowdon deceased since the last law day and a relief due.  
 Item we find that Thomas Skorche is deceased and a relief due. 
 Anthony Randall gent will be at his fine for the lands late Mr. Hancokes by request of Mr. Wm. 
Elesdon at 6d. the yere. 
 This day Thomas Case made claim to a certain burgage in 'Combestreate' and certain other lands in 
the borough and prayeth the copies of certain evidences entered in the ‘Doumesdaye' book and it is 
granted him. 
 John Balmy and Thomas Denslowe affeerors sworn at this day. 
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On this day Thomas Turner,  John Turner, Richard Hunt,  Margan Hayne,  Richard Tompson, Peter Cox, 
Thomas Denslo, junior,  Roger Perrat,  Thomas Morien,  William Serle, were sworn to be true and 
faithful to our lady Queen Elizabeth, and to her heirs and successors. 
    Husting Court held 24 April 23 Elizabeth. [1581] 
 Narrative of Richard Davy against Jasper Des, of Portugal, merchant. He says that on 3 August 22 
Elizabeth at Lyme Regis the said Jasper acknowledged that he owed the said Richard 38 ‘kintalls’ of green 
woad, to be delivered to the said Richard at Lyme Regis or Southampton out of a bark called the 
"Gallant," coming from St. Michael's Island, to be the best woad on the ship. But the said defendant had 
failed to deliver the woad.   The Court grants that the said Richard shall recover the said woad, and his 
costs and expenses.  
    Husting Court held 26 June 23 Elizabeth. [1581] 
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 Agreed by the Court that any freeman being warned upon a Jury and making default of his 
appearance to be amerced at 3s. 4d. 
 
  Court for the election of new officials held 28 August 23 Elizabeth (1581) 
 Council of the town:    John Jones, mayor,  Robert Davy,  Richard Barret,  John Hassard,  
John Jurden,  Richard Davy (by letters),  William Elesdon,  John Seward,  John Belmy. 
 And they say, by vote of the majority, that Robert Davy and John Belmy are most fit for the 
execution of the office of mayor for the coming year. 
 Certain free burgesses who are not of the council are likewise sworn, viz.   (same as on p.43, 
Richard Davige,  Richard Carpenter,  James Hackwell,  Henry Palmer,  Gregory Trail, and George Pley 
being omitted, and Richard Norrice being added). 
 Certain freeman who are neither burgesses nor of the council are likewise sworn, viz.  (same as on 
p.43, George Hooper,  Philip Harvy,  Henry Woodroff,  Thomas Whetcom,  Richard Bedford being 



omitted, and John Shore added). 
56 

 Agreed by the Court that any freeman being warned upon a Jury and making default of his 
appearance to be amerced at 3s. 4d. 
 
  Court for the election of new officials held 28 August 23 Elizabeth (1581) 
 Council of the town:    John Jones, mayor,  Robert Davy,  Richard Barret,  John Hassard,  
John Jurden,  Richard Davy (by letters),  William Elesdon,  John Seward,  John Belmy. 
 And they say, by vote of the majority, that Robert Davy and John Belmy are most fit for the 
execution of the office of mayor for the coming year. 
 Certain free burgesses who are not of the council are likewise sworn, viz.   (same as on p.43, 
Richard Davige,  Richard Carpenter,  James Hackwell,  Henry Palmer,  Gregory Trail, and George Pley 
being omitted, and Richard Norrice being added). 
 Certain freeman who are neither burgesses nor of the council are likewise sworn, viz.  (same as on 
p.43, George Hooper,  Philip Harvy,  Henry Woodroff,  Thomas Whetcom,  Richard Bedford being 
omitted, and John Shore added). 
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 And the said free burgesses and freemen who are not of the council pronounce by majority vote 
that John Belmy is fittest for the office of Mayor for the coming year. 
 Robert Davy      Coroner 
 Richard Davidge John Keridge      Constables. 
 John Jurdayn   Robert Barons  Receivers 
 William Walshe  John Farland       Serjeants at Mace. 
 
 Legal Court with view of Frankpledge held on Monday after the feast of St. Michael the Archangel 
(2 October) 23 Elizabeth. 
 Thirteen Inhabitants (names) are essoined (these include John Tanner of 'Lanchecrafte’). 
 John Belmy sworn to the office of Mayor or Praetor 
 Robert Davy sworn to the office of coroner. 
 John Jurdayn and Robert Barons sworn to the office of receivers of debts arising out of the Cobb. 
 Nicholas Sprake and John Brinsham sworn to the office of examiners and sealers of leather. 
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 The jurors for the Queen and for the Mayor  (14 names)  
    Presentments of the Jury. 
 17 freeholders (names) have made default. In mercy 3d. each. 
 35 residents (names) have made default. In mercy 3d. each. 
    Other presentments. 
  
 The constables      Negligence      6d. 
 John Ley   Throwing dirt on to the highway.   12d. 
 The brewers   Negligence   various  (6d. and upwards). 
 Richard Davige     Not cleaning street before his door  6d. 
 Mr. Mayor         Disobeying order No.5 (p.52)   12d. 
 Richard Davy,  Nicholas Smythe,  John Davy,  Robert Myco,  William Moxage,  William 
Waller:     Allowing their pigs to stray    12d. 
 Robert Myco, Davy Briand,  Markes Barons,  John Ley   
    Not keeping clean the water before their doors.  8d. 
 The porters        Not obeying order No.8 (p.36)   6d. 
 Richard Davidge,   Digging foxmould at the three-legged cross 2s. 
 John Brinsham,         ditto    2s. 
 John Ham,     ditto    2s. 
 Richard Elliott     ditto    4d. 



 The heir of John Holcom  Not obeying order No.25 (p.38)  2s. 6d.  
 John Wallen    Not obeying order No,39 page 39  2s. 6d. 
 Carpenter.                ditto    2s. 
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 Jasper Sampford     Not obeying Order No.32 (p.53)  2s. 
 Robert Tynham   Not obeying Order No.36 (p.53)   2s. 
 The Mayor   Not obeying Order No.38 (p.54)   6d. 
 Nicholas Somer     Not obeying Order No.40 (p.54)   2s. 
 Orders taken and renewed by the Jury, as followeth, viz.: [number lists follow – no information] 
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 John Browne & Markes Barons To cause the street and before their shops to be kept clean  
3s. 4d. 
 The tenants of George Hooper   To make no more fire in his house until the chimneys be 
repaired.  5s. 
 Richard Bowdon        To make no more fire in his house until he make some 
provision that it be not hurtful to the neighbours.   5s. 
 Mr. Mayor   To cause a new piece of timber to be laid over the way adjoining to the ditch wherein 
the water goeth into Burston's meadow, and the way downwards all by Durston's meadows to be repaired.
  20s. 
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 The jury aforesaid do present that unlawful games are used contrary to the statute. 
 Item that hats be used [not] on the Sabbath day contrary to the statute. 
 And that for artillery many faulty. 
 Item:  whereas we are charged to present whether the service in the church be said or sung 
orderly according to the Queen's book, we say that sometimes for want of a minister some part is omitted. 
 
 Affeerors    Richard Davy  Robert Tutchyn 
 The coroner, Robert Davy, presents that all is well. 
 Presentments of the constables for the year past: 
 First they present that Simon Hancock did strike Thomas Merick in the face with a cup, price 2d., 
and drew blood of him the 17th of July last or thereabouts.   Therefore in mercy 9d. 
 Item:  they present that Nicholas Hassard m struck Robert Lowman of Musbery with his hand in 
the face the 14th day of August last and did draw blood of him.   Therefore in mercy 9d. 
 Item:  they present that Thomas Lacy made a fray upon John Gosse the younger and struck him on 
the head and drew blood of him but with what weapon we know not but by report of the neighbours it 
was a hook,  Therefore in meroy 9d. 
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  Legal Court with view of Frankpledge held 7 May 24 Elizabeth. [1582] 
 Names of the freeholders who are suitors at this Court: 
William Lord Cobham,  Alice Woodly daughter of the late John Dey,  John Wadham Knight, 
John Burghe gent,  Thomas Slade,  William Hancock gent.  James Hackwell,  Robert Hassard gent. 
John Davy,  John Swayne gent.  Elizabeth Noris daughter of Thomas Hiat deceased.  
William Mallock gent.  Robert Davy,  Richard Carpenter senior,  Richard Barret by right of Agnes his 
wife,  Silvester Hayne,  John Sampford,  William Elesdon,  John Tirling 
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John Jurden by lands late of Robert Dey,  Robert Barons,  John Perrat,  John Jones, Robert Myco, 
John Garland,  Gregory Travell,  Nicholas Hassard,  Nicholas Sandeford,  Alice Davidge - daughter 
of the late Roger,  Ralph Stansbye,  Nicholas Deane,  Garland,  William Whetcombe,  Simon Davye, 
George Pley,  The heirs of Thomas Skorche,  William Tanner,  John Hunt,  John Chaplyn,  The heirs of 
John Holcombe,  Philip Heywood,   George Bowdon,  John Myller,  Alice Toller,  Robert Tynham, 
John Tanner,  Thomasina Caseley,  Henry Palmer. 
 On this day Henry Palmer has entered a claim in right of Elinor his wife, one of the daughters and 



heirs of Roger Hiat, to half a certain burgage late of Elizabeth Norris daughter of Thomas Hiat, together 
with Agnes wife of John Ham another of the heirs of the said Roger. 
 30 freeholders (names) have made default.  Therefore in mercy 3d. 
 15 inhabitants (names) have caused them-selves to be essoined. 
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 Inhabitants and residents who have made default on this day: (91 names)  [not listed in book] 
Therefore each of them In mercy  3d. 
 Names of the Jurors for our lady the Queen: (15 names)  [not listed in book] 
 
    Presentments of the Jurors: 
The constables       negligence      6s. 8d.  
The brewers    negligence Various, -     12d. to 2s. 
Robert Bowcher   not carrying away dirt before their doors  4d. 
William Farley,         ditto 
John Waller       ditto 
Mr. Mayor    not obeying order No.3 (p.54)    6d. 
Isabella Hayne,      causing the water before their doors to overflow  4d. 
Marcus Barons           ditto    4d. 
David Briant             ditto    4d. 
Nicholas Sampford    placing timber in the ways without licence   6d. 
William Symons           ditto    6d. 
Thomas Sampford         ditto    6d. 
The porters          not obeying order No.8 (p.36)    8d. 
Mr. Mayor    not obeying order No.10 (p.36)    6d. 
Richard Davidge    Digging up the way in Houndes lane   6d. 
Richard Davidge    As No. 9 (p.58)      4d.  
John Bringham    ditto      4d.  
Richard Pears       Fouling the water before his door    4d. 
The heir of John Holcombe       Not obeying order No.25 (p.38)    6d. 
John Wallen      Not obeying order No.39 (p.39)    8d. 
Richard Carpenter   Not obeying order No.39 (p.39)    8d. 
Jasper Sampford     Not obeying order No.32 (p.53)    8d. 
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William Jurdayne    Not obeying order No.33 (p.53)    6d. 
Robert Tynham        Not obeying order No.36 (p.53)    6d. 
The Mayor    Not obeying order No.38 (p.50)    6d. 
Richard Bowdon       Not obeying order No.34 (p.60)    6d. 
Mr. Mayor    Not obeying order No.35 (p.60)         12d. 
 That Elizabeth Hiat daughter and heir of Thomas Hiat, late wife of Richard Norris, was called and 
summoned by the name of freeholder. 
 Richard Davidge and John Keridge constables present that John Turnor drew blood of Robert 
Harvye in the house of John Bellamy, mayor, about the 2nd of October, 1581.   Therefore he is fined 9d. 
 Also they present that Laurence Lecheland of Taunton drew blood of John Skore senior on the 9th 
of April, 1582.   Therefore he is fined 9d. 
 Robert Davy coroner presents that by an inquisition taken by him on 8 March 24 Elizabeth, by oath 
of (13 names) he has found, and it manifestly appears, that a certain John Rowland, at the instigation of 
the devil did hang himself with a halter in the stable of one William Symons; and suffocated and feloniously 
killed himself; and that no one else was to blame.   The inquisition is to be sent to the Crown Office. 
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 Nicholas Sprake and John Brinsham examiners and sealers of leather present nothing. 
 No presentments of ale-tasters, because none were chosen at the last court. 
 Walter Harvye and William Tanner, sworn, have affeered the aforesaid emercements on this 



day. 
 On this day Henry Smythe,  Henry Davy,  John Thomas,  Thomas Hardy,  Philip Hiat, were 
sworn to be true and faithful to our lady Queen Elizabeth and her heirs and successors. 
 Orders renewed and made by the consent of the jurators freeholders and inhabitants, as 
followeth:-    [number list follows – no information] 
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 Thomas Sampford Not to cast or "plumpe" out his water of his dye vats into the stream before      
8 of the clock at night.        20s. 
 Mr. Mayor To rail Colway Bridge      3s. 4d. 
 Mr. Mayor To repair Robert Collier's mantle    3s. 4d. 
 Mr. Mayor To amend the way going out of Cobbgate   5s. 
 The jury do find that Elisabeth Hiat the daughter and heir of Thomas Hiat, late the wife of Richard 
Norris, was called by the name of a freeholder. 
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    Husting Court held 18 June 24 Elizabeth. [1582] 
 John Farland presents a writ of "habeas corpus for John Cogan against Richard Davidge. But 
because the said writ was directed only to the Mayor of the town of Lyme, and not to the Mayor and 
Burgesses, it is not allowed, but rejected, but the Court wishes to be advised of it at the next Court. 
    Husting Court held 23 July 24 Elizabeth 
 A writ of "corpus cum causa" for John Cogan, directed to the Mayor and burgesses, is received and 
complied with. 
   Court for the election of new officials held 27 August 24 Elizabeth 
 John Bellamy    mayor  
 John Seward,  Robert Davy,  John Jones - by letters,  Richard Barret,  Richard Davy, 
John Hassard,  Walter Harvy – by letters,  William Elesdon,  John Jurden - by letters. 
 And they have said and signified, by 
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      separate vote, to John Wadham, knight, recorder of the said 
town, in the council house there, that John Hassard and Robert Davy are most fit to be nominated for 
election as mayor. 
   Freeholders and burgesses who are not of the Council: 
 Robert Hassard,  Silvester Hayne,  Nicholas Hassard,  John Perrat,  George. Pley, 
John Sampford,  Robert Barons,  Nicholas Sampford,  Henry Palmer,  Philip Heywood  -  Sworn. 
 
 James Hackwell,  Nicholas Deane,  William Whetcomb,  Ralph Stansby,  George Bow don,     
William Legg for his wife,  John Myller,  Robert Tynham  -  Sworn for this business. 
 
 Freemen: 
 Thomas Denslo,  Alexander Durston,  Nicholas Whetcom,  John Keridge,  Philip Harvy  
George Hooper,  Richard Bedford,  Thomas Hiat,  John Skore  -  Sworn. 
 And the said freeholders and freemen who are not of the council say by a majority vote that John 
Hassard is most suitable for the office of Mayor for the ensuing year. 
 
 Coroner -     Robert Davy. 
 Constables -    Thomas Sampford  Nicholas Deane 
 Receivers for the Cobb   Walter Harvy    George Pley 
 Serjeants at Mace    William Walshe  John Farland 
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 Ale tasters           William Walshe  John Farland 
 Examiners and sealers of leather John Sprake, junior John Brinsham 
 
 Legal Court with view of Frankpledge held 1 October 24 Elizabeth [1582] by Richard Carpenter 



deputy seneschal. 
 Names of the free holders who are suitors at this court (same as at the previous court, except for 
the omission of Silvester Hayne and Ralph Stansbye, and the addition of Nicholas Hunt). 
 Freeholders who have made default (13 Names) Therefore in mercy 3d. each.  
 Three persons (Names) have caused themselves to be essoined. 
 Thirty two inhabitants and non-free residents (Names) have caused themselves to be essoined. 
 Thirty four residents (Names) have made default.   Therefore in mercy 3d. each. 
 The jurors for our lady the Queen (14 names) 
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Presentments of the Jury:-  
 The constables  Negligence      2s. 6d. 
 The brewers   Negligence      3s. 4d. 
 Nicholas Sampford  Placing timber in street with- out licence  12d. 
 Thomas Wynter,   Placing timber in street with- out licence  12d.  
 Henry Palmer,   Placing timber in street with- out licence  12d. 
 Gregory Trawll    Placing timber in street with- out licence  12d. 
 The porters   Not obeying OrderNo.8 (p.36)    4d. 
 John Tutchin   Not obeying Order No.15 (p.37)    4d. 
 John Fry   Not obeying Order No.15 (p.37)    4d. 
 John Brinsham   Placing filth at the end of Richard Davidge's house. 4d. 
 John Wallen   Not obeying Order No.39 (p.39)    12d. 
 Richard Carpenter  Not obeying Order No.39 (p.39)    12d. 
 Peter Browne   Not obeying Order No. 24 (p.60)   4d. 
 Marcus Barons  Not obeying Order No. 24 (p.60)   4d. 
 Jasper Sampford  Not obeying Order No. 32 (p.53)    4d. 
 William Jurdayne  Not obeying Order No. 33 (p.53)   3s.4d. 
 Richard Bowdon  Not obeying Order No.34 (p.60)   4d. 
 The Mayor   Not repairing the way leading out by the Cobb Gate 3s .4d. 
 Richard Davldge and John Keridge, constables, present that all is well.  
 Robert Davy coroner presents nothing with regard to the death and inquest on Joan Donne 
daughter of Joan Donne wife of John Don of Lyme Merchant, because the jurors impannelled thereon 
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have not agreed on their verdict. The case was thus: - Joan Donne wife of the said John Don, about the 
eleventh hour before midnight on the 3rd of September last went out secretly from her husband and gave 
birth to a daughter; and thereupon dug with her hands a hole or ditch in a certain "doung hill" in Lyme and 
buried the said daughter therein and covered her with straw and earth; and there the said child lay till the 
8th hour before midday on the 4th of September, and then was found, by the providence of God living, 
having round it a multitude of vermin called "loopes" (wood-lice), which had bitten the child’s body in 
various places; and after her finding the child was baptized by John Bridges, ordinary of this Peculiar, and 
given the name of Joan; and she lived till midnight of the same day and then died. 
 The examiners and sealers of leather present nothing. 
 The ale taster presents nothing. 
 Thomas Denslowe, John Davy, affeerors on this day sworn to affeer the amercements at this Court. 
 On this day John Hassard junior, son of John Hassard senior,  Nicholas Hunt,  Nicholas Perrat, 
Silvester Jurdayne,  Robert Harte, and Henry Hassard were sworn to be true and loyal to our lady Queen 
Elizabeth, and to her heirs and successors. 
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Orders set down and agreed upon by the jury at this law' days 
  [numbered list, no relevant information] 
 That Mr. Mayor do repair Colwaye bridge which 

74 
        is in decay in one of the arches, and that it be 



repaired before the feast of the Annunciation upon pain of  - - -  and rail the same.  (note in 
margin: "put out”) 
 William Whetcom        To repair his mantle     10s. 
 The tenants of John Tanner        To make no more fire in the kitchen until the mantle be re- 
paired.            10s. 
 William Davy         To repair his mantle     5s. 
 Mr. Mayor    To cause piles and stakes to be set in Nicholas Whetcombes 
ground that the water may have his due course into the town.     5s. 
 Mr. Whitmore         To repair his mantle next to Baseleis.  3s. 4d. 
 The widow Abbott   To repair her mantle     3s. 4d. 
 Mr. John Jurdayne   To repair the mantle of the house which Hill and Hollard now 
dwell in.            3s. 4d. 
 Lewes and the Laceys       To repair their mantles    3s. 4d. 
 That Mr. Garland's house which Hobbes now dwelleth in, that the mantle be re-paired. 3s. 4d. 
 That none do wear hats upon the Sabbath day contrary to the statute. 
 We find that artillery is not used according to the statute. 

( ‘put out’ i.e. struck out of the Orders - I don't know J.R.C.) 
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 The said jurors say that John Jones is a freeholder and owes reliefs for (1) two tenements which he 
purchased of Henry Snowe (2) three tenements which he purchased of Silvester Hayne (3) A piece of land 
called "Wilhayes" which he purchased of Silvester Hayne. 
 Also they present that George Pley is a freeholder and owes reliefs for two tenements, one in which 
he now lives, and one in which Stephen Salter now lives. And they present that the rent of the said 
tenements is owing for a long time past. 
 Also they present that Nicholas Hunt is a freeholder and owes relief for one tenement in which 
Henry Woodroff now dwells. 
 17 December   Edmund Weight and William Walshe sworn to the office of the water seal, vis. to 
seal cloths called 'kerseis' for the coming year, according to the statute promulgated In this natter. 
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 John Oldrewe giveth his word to stand to the judgment of such as the Court shall appoint to pay 
such moneys as they shall award towards the repairing of the norther work at Cobb. 
 
    Husting Court held 25 February 25 Elizabeth. [1583] 
 Peter Browne at this Court sworn well and truly to execute the office of searching and sealing of 
leather with his partner John Sprake within the town of Lyme. 
 
   Legal Court with view of Frankpledge held 22 April 25 Elizabeth. 
 Names of freeholders who are suitors at this Court (same as at the previous Court, with the 
addition of:   William Legg, in right of his wife, late wife of Nicholas Davy; and Nicholas Hunt). 
 Names of the freeholders who have made default (17 names).   In mercy 3d. each. 
 Names of freeholders who have caused themselves to be essoined    (6 names). 
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 Inhabitants and residents, not being freeholders, who have caused themselves to be essoined (19 
names). 
 Inhabitants, etc. who have made default (21 names).   In mercy 3d. each 
    The Jurors for our lady the Queen (17 names) . 
 Presentments for the Jury:- 
 
The constables        Negligence      2s.6d. 
The brewers    Negligence       12d. to 3s. 4d. 
The porters    Not obeying Order No.8 (p.36)    12d. 
Thomas Sampford      Throwing dirty water into the common stream. 3s.4d. 



The Mayor    Not repairing the Butts.     2d. 
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 That since the last Legal Court two persons have played at tables in Nicholas Sampford’s house 
contrary to the form of the statute. 
 The constables present that Edward Hobbes drew blood of Jasper Sampford with a candlestick on 
the 8th of October last.   Therefore fined 9d. 
 Also they present that George Combe drew blood of Simon Cogen on the 10th of November last. 
Therefore fined 9d. 
 Also they present that Thomas Cotton, Cooper, drew blood on the Cooper at the Cobbgate on the 
12th of November last.  Therefore in mercy 9d.  
 The coroner presents that all is well. 
 The examiners and sealers of leather present nothing at this Court. 
 The ale tasters present nothing because there are none. 
 Richard Davy and Henry Palmer affeerors at this day are sworn to affeer the amercements at this 
Court. 
 On this day Abraham Merick,  Edward Pasture,  Richard Globes,  Peter Higens,  John Prichell, 
Thomas Prichell,  John Hill,  Thomas Toope, and John Harte are sworn to be true to our lady Queen 
Elizabeth, and to her heirs and successors. 
 John Ley and John Perrat are sworn to the liberties and franchises of the town, and are 
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made freeman of the town. And John Hassard junior and Richard Norrys likewise. 
 The Court granteth to William Welshe one of the Serjeants and his assignes, forty foot of length 
upon and over the water from the lower side of Goslinges bridge directly downwards as the river runneth, 
and the breadth from wall to wall to have and hold the same for fourscore and nineteen years, for the 
yearly rent of 4d., payable to the Mayor and his successors at the feast of St. Michael the Archangel, and 
the said William or his assigns is to erect a house upon the premises. 
 It is ordered by the Court that for all such goods wares and merchandises as the Serjeants of this 
town shall and ought to take a "seise", by reason that the same shall happen If to be foreign bought and 
foreign sold, contrary to the liberties and ancient customs of this town, the said Serjeants or either of them 
shall and may have and enjoy to his and their own use and uses, for and upon every such seizure, after the 
rate of two shillings of the pound of the value of the goods or merchandises so seized. 
    Orders set down and agreed upon by the Jury at this Law Day. 
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 The tenants of the Burroughe    To convey water directly down from the grate that cometh out 
of Mr. John Jones house along by the stable door as it hath been accustomed.  10s. 
 Further the Jury do present as followeth: The Jury do say that they find that at the end of 
Whitmors's house towards Mr. Holcombe’s meadow in breadth at the entering of the meadow is eight 
foot, and in length down to the lower hedge unto a willow tree 37 foot, which is the town land, annexing 
unto Whitmore's house, and in the midst of the same, where an ash groweth, containeth six foot. 
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    Husting Court held in the "Motehall" 13 May 25 Elizabeth. [1583] 
  Note in the case of Carpenter v. Hassard:-  This verdict was taken in the afternoon, because the 
jury could not agree all the forenoon, wherefore the Court was adjourned until two of the clock in the 
afternoon, and a Serjeant appointed to keep the Jury together in the meantime. 
 24 May  Peter Lucas of Axmister in the county of Devon, dyer, hath sold here at Lyme in open 
market unto William Jones of Axmister aforesaid clothier one 'gelding colour sorrel bay for the price of 
31s.. ready money, these being witnesses:   John Parland joiner, John Waye smith. 
 
 30 May    Agreed that Richard Davidge shall be admitted to his freedom for 40s. so as he do 
pay for averages of Cob duties before Michaelmas last 20s. and for all the rest to be paid sithence 
Michaelmas last, to be paid as in case of a freeman, and is to take his oath the next Court. 
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    Husting Court held in the 'Motehall’ 29 July 25 Elizabeth. [1583] 
 
 Nicholas Hassard comes in his own person and asks for judgment against Robert Harvy, upon a 
verdict lately here rendered at suit of the said Nicholas; upon which the mayor and burgesses having taken 
the advice of Mr. Gybbes of the council of the town, the judgment is respited. The said advice is as follows: 
The plaint is an action of debt, the declaration is upon a "concessit solvere", which is an action of the case, 
and cannot be good without laying down a special custom; the verdict is, he did owe the money: here is 
error upon error, nor good plaint, nor good declaration, nor good verdict; your rule of the Court is a matter 
of discretion, not of law;   if the parties by assent will accept of it, it is good enough, else not; if the 
plaintiff that sueth the writ of “procedendum at judicium” will call upon it ye must either give judgment for 
him, which will be reversed by error, or else ye may stay judgment till ye have a writ of 'causam nobis 
significes", and then ye may certify 
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     the cause of your stay, which is the better way; for if ye give judgment 
it will but cause great expenses to reverse it by error. 
 
  Court for the election of new officials held 26 August 25 Elizabeth. 
 Mr. Robert Davy and Mr. John Jurdeyn were by the higher voice preferred to the election fit for the 
office of mayoralty, and of them by the most common voice Mr. Robert Davy was pronounced by common 
consent according to the custom of ancient used to be mayor for the year to come. 
 The names of them of the council of this town that made the election of the first two names viz.:-   
Mr. John Hassard mayor,  Robert Davy,  Richard Baret,  William Elesdon,  John Seward,   
John Belmy,  by voices;  John Jurdayn;  John Jones,  Richard Davy,  Walter Harvy,  by letters, 
because absent. 
 The names of the commons that pronounced Robert Davy mayor be as follow, viz.  
Robert Hassard gent,  John Perat,  John Ley,  Thomas Denslo,  Alexander Durston,  George Pley, 
Philip Harvy,  John Davy,  Robert Barons,  Nicholas Dean,  Thomas Whetcom,  John Sampford,  
Henry Palmer,  James Hackwell,  Nicholas Sampford,  William Whetcom,  Nicholas Whetcom,  
William Legg,  John Keridge,  Rauf Stansby,  Robert Tynham,  John Myller. 
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 Coroner  Riohard Baret 
 Constables  John Perrat   Henry Palmer  
 Receivers  John Jones  Thomas Denslo. 
 Serjeants  William Walshe John Parland. 
 Ale conners  The two Serjeants 
 Sealers of Leather  Peter Browne  John Sprake Junior 
 
  Legal Court with view of frankpledge held 30 September 25 Elizabeth before Robert Davy 
mayor by Richard Carpenter deputy seneschal.  
 Three freeholders (Names) have caused themselves to be essoined. 
 Fourteen inhabitants and residents (Names) have caused themselves to be essoined. 
 The Jurors for our lady the Queen (16 names) 
 Twenty one freeholders and burgesses (Names) have made default. Therefore in mercy 3d. each. 
 Seventy residents (names) have made default.      Therefore in mercy 3d. each. 
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The constables   Negligence      2s. 
Richard Elyott    Throwing dirt into the King's stream.    4d. 
The brewers    Negligence       12d. 
Robert Bowcher   Allowing two of his pigs to wander in the streets  12d. 
  ? Hart    Digging foxmould in the highway    4d. 
     That dirt is lying round about the almshouses. Therefore Richard 
Davidge, whose tenants live there, in mercy       12d. 



The porters    Not cleaning the places opposite the Cobbgate  4d. 
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Nicholas Sampford        Playing at ''tables" in his house  3s. 4d. 
Robert Hassard,          Placing dung in the highway.   3s. 4d. 
    The constables present that 22 persons (names) have played at bowls. Therefore in mercy 12d. 
each. 
 Also they present that William Lestock drew blood of Nicholas Cramer, contrary to the peace of our 
lady the Queen, on 7 September last,   Therefore he is fined 9d. 
 The examiners of leather present that all is well. 
 Robert Davy sworn to the office of Mayor for the coming year. 
 Richard Baret, coroner elect, sworn. 
 John Perat and Henry Palmer sworn to the office of constables. 
 John Jones and Thomas Denslo sworn to the office of Receivers for the Cobb. 
 William Walshe and John Parland sworn to the office of Serjeants at mace and servants of the Court 
for the coming year. 
 John Sprake and Peter Browne sworn to the office of sealers of leather. 
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 William Walshe and Edmund Wight sworn to the office of sealers of cloth, 
 Silvester Hayne and Thomas Denslowe sworn to affeer all amercements in this Court. 
 On this day James Mays,  William Barons,  William Baxter,  Martin Knott,  Thomas Jerzey, 
and John Whetcombe are sworn to be true and faithful to our lady Queen Elizabeth her heirs and 
successors. 
 It is ordered that It shall be lawful for any of the freemen and burgesses to take away from any 
persons, wares foreign bought and foreign sold within this borough, so as he and they bring the same to 
the mayor of the town for the time being and thereupon the mayor shall give and pay to every such person 
bringing such wares foreign bought and foreign sold 2s. for every pound value thereof. 
   Orders set down and agreed upon by the Jury at this law day: 
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Richard Bowdon    To make provision that his making of fire in his house be not hurtful to the 
neighbours (.No.34,p .60)         10s. 
William Gache  To cause the water to have his due course through the wall which the said Gache  
did set up into Whitmore's ditch.        6s. 8d. 
Nicholas Somer    To cause the water to be brought in his due course adjoining to the stable which he 
holdeth of Mr. Borowe         10s. 
John Whitmore     To repair his house       6s.8d. 
Richard Pears     To set stakes, one above his door and another beneath his door for saving the 
causeway before his door.               3s.4d. 
Richard Davidge,  John Abbott,  John Hassard,  William Moxage,  Philip Heywood,  Nicholas Deane, 
Richard Courte,  John Tanner, and William Smythe. 
     To scour their ditches from time to time and pare their hedges from Holman’ s howse to 
Lanchecrofte.           3s. 4d. 
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Mr. Mayor  To cause a piece of timber to be laid by Alice Lidger’s door.  5s. 
Nicholas Whetcom  To scour his ditches round about his ground    3s. 4d. 
That Richard Pears do cause the water to be conveyed into Thomas Harts's ditch and that Thomas Hart do 
scour his ditch           3s. 4d. 
Mr. Mayor  To cause a piece of timber to be laid at the end of Richard Pearce's ground 3s.4d. 
That Mr. Robert Hassard nor any other do not from henceforth cause any fern or straw to be laid in the 
highway.            6s. 8d. 
That Mr. Mayor do provide a "tombrele" before All Saints day next    10s. 
That none within the borough do take in any tenants into his house without Mr. Mayor's licence  10s. 
John Huyshe  To "avoyde" his tenants which come from Chard before Christmas next 3s. 4d. 



Richard Eliott       To "avoyde" his tenants before All Saints day next    10s. 
That no strangers or any others do drive or cause to be driven any wain over Gosling’s bridge upon pain of 
20s. 

90 
(fo.226)        Pinned to this folio is an original letter from Gilbert Cogan to Richard Carpenter, dated 
Chard, 19 October 1583, apparently about some case that was before the court; with a postscript by 
William Every, with the same date. 
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   Legal Court with View of Frankpledge held 11 May 26 Elizabeth. [1584] 
 
 Names of persons who have caused themselves to be essoined (38 names) 
 The Jurors for the Queen (16 names) 
 Names of those who have made default (79 names) 
 Commoners in mercy  3d. each, freeholders  6d. each. 
     Presentments of the Jury: 
Nicholas Sampford, Richard Ellet, John Sprake, John Willes, Throwing dirt into the King's Stream 6d. 
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 Affeerors at this Court:  John Davy, James Hill. (Further presentations) 
 That Richard Skorche is son and heir of Thomas Skorche lately deceased and should pay Id. per 
annum and a relief for his burgage (Note in margins   Paid to Mr. Robert Davy mayor this day.)  
 That John Wadham knight has died since the last Court and George Wadham is his heir and should 
pay 6d. per annum rent and a relief (Notes Paid as afore). 
 That Richard Norris and Silvester Jurden are legitimately seised of the burgage late of Giles 
Chapman and Thomas Hiat deceased, and they hold it by a rent of 9d. per annum and owe a relief for the 
alienation thereof to them made. (Notes Paid as afore) 
 That John Bellamy is legitimately seised of a burgage which he lately bought of William Woodley 
gent and Alice his wife, which he holds by a rent of 11 ¾ d. and owes a relief for the alienation thereof to 
him made. 

93 
 That John Hassard is legitimately seised of certain lands which he lately bought of William Whetcom 
and holds by a rent of - - - and owes a relief by reason of the alienation thereof to him made. 
 John Perrat one of the constables presents that John Browne tailor drew blood of Robert Tynham 
since the last court.   Therefore in mercy 9d.  
 And that John Craudley with his fist drew blood of John Browne tailor on 3 March 1584. Therefore 
in mercy 9d. 
 It is agreed upon at this Court that the freeholders of the borough shall or may keep open their 
shop windows without paying anything to the mayor of the town for the doing thereof.  
 This day Mr. George Wadham gent received his oath well and truly to execute his office of Recorder 
of and within this town of Lyme Regis. 
 At this day Philip Heywood is contented to release and discharge Richard Abbott and his sureties of 
the obligation wherein he became bound to the sheriff for his appearance in the King’s Bench to answer 
the said Philip of a trespass for leading or driving his horses through his curtilage as he termeth it; and that 
the said Philip will respite the matter until he hath talked with his counsel, and will not molest nor trouble 
William Moxage or any other under his title using the way in the meantime. 
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John Hassard       To scour Nicholas Whetcombe's ditch about his ground   5s. 
   That none do cast any fern or straw in the highway between this and Lanchecrofte 
Richard Davidge    To leave open the way according to the old custom that leadeth into the 
Westerfields             20s. 
Widow Brook       To cause her pale to be set in his due course between Brinsham and her  3s.4d. 
Philip Heywood    Not to turn out the water of his due course coming from Padmore into the great 
cley.              20s. 
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 That Nicholas Somer or his mother do keep the gutter that leadeth from Mr. Jones gutter in the 
Tower Yard in his due course          10s. 
Richard Ellet    To remove his "pigges lowsse" and cast away his rubble leading towards George 
Modyes’ house            5s. 
Mr. Mayor  To cause the cage and pillory to be set up in good order    10s. 
 That no ale sellers do sell any ale in their house except but three pints for a penny upon pain of 
dismission. 
 That Philip Heywood do remove or leave open his gate that William Moxage or his assigns may 
have such recourse in and out as they have had from time to time upon pain of    40s. 
 Rauff Stansby of the age of 76 years or thereabouts, being voluntarily sworn upon the holy 
Evangelists in open Court and requested to say the truth what he can say touching William Tanner alias 
Moxaige his way over Philip Heywood’s curtilage or backside, deposeth and saith that he knew one Emet 
Copp dwelling in the house where now is Philip Heywood's stable adjoining to Richard Bowdon's house by 
Copps lake; and that the said curtilage did then lie open and common, and that the said William Tanner 
and his predecessors and their folk had always a way through the same curtilage 
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from time to time a(s) long time as he this deponent can remember; and further saith that William Dare 
which some time had and enjoyed the burgage that Philip Heywood now holdeth had not nor could not 
have a way over the aforesaid curtilage until such time as the said William Dare had bought the said house 
wherein the said Emet Copp dwelt as aforesaid. 
 Alexander Davy of the age of - - - years or thereabouts likewise sworn upon the holy (Evangelists) 
deposeth and saith, that he knew one Emet Copp widow for three score years past or upwards dwell 
where as Philip Heywood’s stable is now adjoining to Richard Bowdon's house by Copps lake, and that the 
curtilage now enclosed by Philip Heywood lay all open and always to his knowledge Mr. Tanner alias 
Moxage and his people had a way through the said curtilage upwards towards the church. 
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  Court for the election of new officials held 31 August 26 Elizabeth. [1584] 
 
 The jurors for the election, viz.  Robert Hassard gent., John Perrat, John Ley, Thomas Denslo, 
Alexander Durston, William Tanner, John Davy, Nicholas Hassard, Philip Harvy, Robert Barons, 
George Hooper, Nicholas Deans, John Skore, Thomas Whetcombe, James Hill, John Sampford,  
Henry Palmer, Philip Heywood, James Hackwell, Richard Norris, William Legg, John Keridge, Rauf Stansby, 
Robert Tynham, John Myller, being sworn, say that:  
 John Jurden is worthy to be mayor of the said town,  
 Richard Barret coroner,  
 Robert Hassard and John Ley constables,  
 William Elesdon and John Perat receivers for the cobb,  
 William Walsh and John Farland Serjeants,  
 Peter Browne and John Sprake junior examiners and sealers of leather,  
 Alexander Durston and William Tanner 
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         ale conners,  
 Edmund Wight and William Walshe sealers and examiners of linen cloths. 
 It is ordered by Robert Davy mayor that widow Brooke ale brewer shall be dismissed for brewing 
and selling of ale for divers disorders used in her house. 
   Legal Court with view of Frankpledge held 5 October 26 Elizabeth by William Gibbes 
subseneschal of the Lord St. John chief Seneschal of the town. 
 (23 persons (names) have caused themselves to be essoined) 
 (The jurors for our lady the Queen. - (17 names). 



 

    Presentments of the Jury: 
 Richard Davidge   Not cleaning the ways for the markets.  5s. 
 Silvester Hayne   Allowing his pigs to stray.    12d. 
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  They also present certain defects to be corrected before the next court, viz. 
 Nicholas Somer and Nicholas Lock   Not to fish again within the liberty of the court or on the 
shores of Lyme.         penalty:        3s. 4d. 
 John Hughes,  Richard Squier,  Simon Rede,  Robert Hill  Not to allow their children to break 
hedges.    penalty:        3s. 4d. 
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 That no person do take from the bull ring any pig or hog there tied by the officer until he hath paid 
the amercement of 12d. upon pain of 3s.4d. to be forfeited to the mayor and burgesses or to be levied by 
distress. 
 That Richard Davidge do leave open the way according to the old custom that leadeth into the 
Great field                20s. 
That none do fetch any foxmold in the highway towards three legged cross   5s. 
 Walter Tucker  To remove his ricks of hay and make a lawful hedge betwixt him and Mother 
Abbott’s so that she be not annoyed.        10s. 
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 Walter Tucker    To keep the water in his due course coming out of Mr. Seward's ground 5s. 
 John Lockyer    To remove his tenants out of his house where he dwelt  10s. 
 That none do sell ale in or without their houses except it be in hooped pots, such as Mr. Mayor shall 
appoint, upon pain of dismission. 
 John Perat and Henry Palmer constables present on their oath that John Craudley drew blood of 
Markes Barons’ head with a dagger on 24 May last.         Therefore in mercy 2s.6d. 
 Also that John Craudley drew blood of William Hocket's head with his fist on the same day.   
Therefore in mercy   9d. 
 Also that Anthony Moore drew blood of Marcus Barons with his fist.  Therefore in mercy 9d. 
Also that John Sprake junior drew blood of Thomas Cox's head with a cup of stone since June last or 
thereabouts.               Therefore in mercy 9d. 
 Also that Simon Davy drew blood of George Bowdon.      Therefore in mercy 9d. 
 Also that on 3 or 4 September last, at night in Philip Heywood’s house, Anthony Moore rescued 
John Norington from the constables who were intending to apprehend I him on a warrant of Master G 
Trenchard, Justice of the peace.       Therefore in mercy 2s. 6d. 
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 Also that John Browne and Simon Davy in the month of July last played at cards in the house of 
Robert Gregory, the said Robert arranging the game for money t contrary to the statute. Therefore in 
mercy, the said Robert 20s. and each of the players 3s. 4d. 
 Also that William Hill played at tables with a foreigner on 31 August last in the house of Robert 
Williams, the said Robert arranging the game for gain contrary to the statute. Therefore in mercy, the said 
Robert 20s. and each of the players 3s. 4d. 
 Also that John Gosse junior, one of the Rector's tenants and James Darby played at tables in the 
house of William Waller senior, the said William arranging the game for gain contrary to the statute. 
Therefore in mercy, the said William 20s. and each of the players 3s. 4d. 
 Also that John Powning tailor and Edward Hobbes played at cards in Florence Otterton's house on 
31 July 1584 the said Florence arranging the game for gain contrary to the statute.  Therefore in mercy, 
the said Florence 20s. and each of the players 3s. 4d. 
 Also that John Myller and William Partridge, John Wey and Hugo Hawkins played at tables in the 
house of Arthur Waller on the 3rd of August last.   Therefore the said Arthur in mercy 20s.  because he 
arranged the said game for gain and the said players in mercy 3s. 4d. 
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 Also that Thomas Merick and Walter Ribbey played at cards on the 4th October last in the house of 
Richard Ellet, and the said Richard arranged the said game for gain contrary to the statute.  Therefore the 
said Richard in mercy 20s., and the said players 3s. 4d. 
 Also that Hugo Vaner and Edward Palmer played at tables on St. Matthew's day last in the night in 
the house of Thomas Sampford and the said Thomas arranged the said game for gain contrary to the 
statute.   Therefore the said Thomas in mercy 20s. and each of the players 3s. 4d. 
 All the taverns are faulty in their premises.    Therefore in mercy 20s. 
   (The officials elected for the coming year sworn to their offices.) 
 John Ley, son of William Ley of Dartmouth, John Ley son of John Ley of Lyme, William Wilson, John 
Short, John Ham and John Atteney are sworn to the assize of our lady the Queen, to be loyal and faithful to 
our lady the Queen and to her heirs and successors. 
 It is ordered by the Mayor, burgesses, and the Court that no person or persons shall buy, sell, open, 
nor put to sale in the market any flesh, fish, butter, cheese, eggs, nor any other victual before the hour of 
nine of the clock in the morning, between the 26th of March and the last of September, nor before the 
hour of ten in 
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  the morning between the last of September and the 25th of March, upon pain to forfeit to 
the Mayor and burgesses the thing so bought and sold, and also the buyer and seller to forfeit 10s. apiece 
for every such offence, the same to be levied by distress to the use of the Mayor and burgesses, at which 
hours aforesaid it is meant that a bell shall be tolled or rung to give notice when the market shall begin; 
and the corn market to begin at eleven of (the) clock in the forenoon. 
 Also it is ordered by the said mayor, burgesses, and the Court that no person or persons shall buy 
any victuals for shipping in the market until two of the clock in the afternoon of the market day without 
the assignment and consent of the mayor, upon pain of forfeiture of the thing sold unto the mayor and 
burgesses, and 10s. the buyer and 10s. the seller to be forfeited in like sort to the mayor and burgesses and 
to be levied by way of distress. 
     Also it is ordered by the mayor, burgesses, and Court that every person inhabitant being warned to 
provide a watchman by the constables or serjeant, shall upon every such warning provide a lawful 
watchman and cause him to appear before the constables or one of them or their deputy at the hours and 
place appointed within the borough, to receive his charge and perform his watch upon pain of 12d. to be 
forfeited to the mayor and burgesses, and the same to be levied by way of distress. 
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 It is further ordered that no taverners, ale house keepers, nor innholders shall keep any tippling nor 
victualling in their houses at the time of divine service, unless it be such as are travelling in their journeys 
upon pain of 3s. 4d. for every offence to be levied by distress to the use of the mayor and burgesses. 
 Item it was argued by Mr. William Gibbs the steward that Parsons Home or the lord of Parsons 
Home can keep no leet there, for that there is no leet but it maketh constables or tithingmen, or mayor 
and constables, or bailiffs and constables, and such like, and hath within it stocks 'pillory and tumbril, 
which are the sure marks of a leet; but Parsons Home hath no mayor, constables, head bailies, nor 
tithingmen, which officers are wont to be made in leets, nor hath not the pillory nor tumbril nor never had, 
and therefore no leet; and therefore they owe suit to this Court; and further the constables of the borough 
have always made search in the Parsons Home, and the Serjeants have divers times made arrests there, all 
which do prove the tenants of Parsons Home to be of this leet. 
 John Ley prayeth to be found a freeholder to the burgage he bought of William Mallack in the 
broad street, and bringeth forth his writing to be seen. 
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2 November 1584.   This day at a Court hold in in the ‘Mote Hall’ it is agreed by the mayor and burgesses 
of the town of Lyme Regis that as well the burgesses and freemen of the said town as well inhabitant as 
not inhabitant and all other inhabitants shall be contributory to the payment of taxes and impositions to 
be levied towards the charges of the burgesses for the parliament.  Signatures of John Jurdeyne,  
John Hassard,  William Ellesdon,  John Seward,  John Bellamy,  Richard Davy,  Robert Hassard, 



 

 

John Davy,  George Ple,  William Moxayg,  William Legge,  Nicholas Samford,    
 Marks of:  Robert Davy, John Ley,  Robert Myco,  Ralfh Stansby,  Henry Palmer,  John Myller,  
John Sanford,  James Hackwell,  Robert Tynham. 
 The burgesses have chosen Mr. John Bellamy and Mr. Richard Davy to be assessors on their part. 
 The Mayor and his brethren have chosen for them Mr. Robert Hassard and John Davy. 
 John Ley one of the constables and Mr. Walter Harvy appointed for the collection thereof. 
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 October 1584.   Ignacius Buckford confesseth that he said before the commissioners of my 
lord of Canterbury at Blanford that Mr. Norington had a maiden went out of his house great with child and 
more he remembreth not, and that now he desireth forgiveness of the said Mr. Norrington for that he hath 
slandered him in giving out that report. 
 3 October 1584   Humfrey Stevens of Tavestock miller hath sold (unto) Michael Partridge of Lyme 
Regis miller one white (mare) now standing in the street before Richard Carpenter's door for the price of 
7s., the mare is poor and is marked with a slit in the top of the further ear. 
 There was a "passement* made by John Coustier of Crewkerne cutler of his lands in Jersey, rents, 
etc., unto Walter Cornelis, servant to the Right Worshipful Sir Amyas Powlet knight, dated under hand and 
weal as well of the said Coustier as of the mayor, viz. John Jurdeyn and of the burgesses, dated 24 October 
1584, 26 Elisabeth. 
  from now on the book is considerably torn and decayed. Missing words are given in brackets 
where it is possible to guess them.   J.R.C. 
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(A number of precedents or formulae for documents to be used in the course of the administration of the 
borough of these the following is of interest) 
 A precedent of a passport to send one to the house of correction:- 
 Memorandum that one naming himself Fenell Dolfyn of Newe Castell upon Thames 'coryer' was 
apprehended within the precinct of our authority as an idle and sturdy vagabond and is therefore to be 
sent and conveyed to the house of correction at Sherborne within this county of Dorset there to be 
received of and from the bearers hereof by the wardens and keeper of the said house, and there to remain 
until such time as he shall be there hence delivered by the order of the Justices of our soveraign the 
Queen. Given at Lyme Regis in the county of Dorset under the hands and seals of us William Elesdon 
deputy under John Jurdeyn mayor of Lyme Regis aforesaid and Robert Hassard gent one of the constables 
there the 25th day of November 1584. 
 - - December. 22 Elizabeth: [1579]  An order taken in the time of Mr. John Seward's mayoralty and 
by him and the burgesses agreed upon concerning hedge breakers and taking in of undertenants viz. 
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 First it is ordered that there shall be certain persons appointed to watch at every end of the town to 
take and apprehend hedge breakers. 
 Item it is further ordered that it shall be lawful to the said watchers to take to their own uses the 
burthens of wood, together with the hooks and ropes, that they shall find upon the said hedge breakers. 
 Item it is further ordered, that search shall be made every week once at the least, in the houses of 
such as shall be suspected hedge breakers by the constables and Serjeants. 
 Item it is ordered that whosoever, after warning given, do or shall take, break, or cut any man's 
hedges, trees, underwoods, gates, gate posts, or locks, or do pole or shroud any tree or trees within the 
parish of Lyme Regis, or cut any hedges for spars without the owner's licence, and being taken therewith or 
found in his or their houses, or the fact being proved by one or two sufficient witnesses, or other probable 
matter of circumstance, before Mr. Mayor for the time being, both the householder and householders that 
shall conceal it, or consent thereunto, as also he, she or they that shall commit the offence, shall for the 
first fault have two days imprisonment in the dark house and one night and during that time to have brown 
bread 
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 and water for their sustenance, except the persons so offending make present payment of the 
trespass as shall he adjudged by two indifferent persons, whereof Mr. Mayor to choose one and the party 
grieved to appoint the other. 
 Item it is ordered that the said hedge-breakers and every of them so to be found faulty as aforesaid 
shall be punished for the second offence, in the stocks two days in the open street with the wood stolen 
before them, and one night in the dark house, brown bread and water to be their sustenance. And for the 
third offence, they shall be whipped about the town, as such persons ought to be which commit ‘pekery’ 
and petty larceny. 
 Item for the fourth offence and every other - - - - following, the offenders shall be whipped - - - - 
one night's imprisonment. Item it is further ordered that - - - - - - shall take into their houses within the said 
parish any under or undertenants being foreigners without the leave and - - - - - of Mr. Mayor upon pain of 
5 [mark / £] to be paid to the receiver for the Cobb, to the use of the said Cobb, and that all those 
undertenant and undertenants as have be(en) 
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        taken into any house or houses within the said parish at any 
time within these three years last past without such licence as aforesaid, their landlords that have so 
received them shall avoid and dismiss them before the feast of the Annunciation of Our Lady next coming 
upon pain of 5 [mark / £] to be paid as aforesaid and to the use aforesaid, except they enter into bonds 
with sufficient surety to the said Mr. Mayor in 40 [mark / £] that they will discharge the said parish of the 
said undertenant and undertenants and their children so as none of them may nor shall be burdenous to 
the said parish any way, nor offend in any the articles aforesaid. 
 Item it is ordered that no person or persons known or suspected to be hedge breakers shall at no 
time from henceforth be wandering abroad out of their houses before four of the clock in the morning nor 
after nine of the clock in the evening in the summer time, nor before six of the clock in the morning nor 
after five of the clock in the evening in the winter time, except it be some reasonable cause of business, 
and the same to be sufficiently proved, upon pain of imprisonment at Mr. Mayor’s pleasure. 
 These appointed watchers for the east end of the town:-   Alexander Davy,  Robert Butcher. 
For Gosling's Bridge:-  Rauf Hocket,  John Fry.   For the west end:-  Robert Collyer, 
 


