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No. 6 Coombe Street, Lyme Regis

Formerly the King’s Arms

Graham Davies & Richard Wells, May 2024

Buildings in Lyme Regis were not given street numbers until after 1900.
The subdivision of this first No.6 Coombe Street into today’s No.6 and No.6A is recorded in the
1921 Census, but not In the Electoral Registers until 1925.

In 1750, Lyme Regis was at its lowest ebb. There was little shipping, no influx of strangers and very few
respectable inhabitants. Those engaged in the manufacture of serge (soon to be lost to the mechanised
mills of the North-West) took home work which they wove at their own houses. The population had
dwindled to less than a thousand. Many houses were unoccupied and neglected.

From 1692 to1772, 118 houses had fallen to ruin, besides many others burnt down, and never rebuilt.
(George Roberts)

Lyme Regis was saved from this dire situation when it became a watering-place. In 1750 a Dr Richard
Russel published a treatise on the virtues of seawater, both for bathing and drinking, which became very
popular.

The conversion from defunct trading port to fashionable seaside resort took place with remarkable
rapidity, in historical terms. (John Fowles); from the first mention of a bathing-house in 1755 to the
building of the Assembly Rooms, in the 1770s, which were the centre of fashionable society.

It is not known if the building was a public house from when it was first built in the 17" century.

At some point in the late C18 (possibly 1750) the original two-storey house was heightened with a

second storey. This was achieved by building up the front wall in stonework and raising the roof on this
side but not on the back of the house, resulting in an asymmetric roof profile, lower at the back than at

the front ..... Presumably at the same time as this storey was added the whole building was

re-fenestrated with the sash windows. (extract from ‘Statement of Heritage Significance’ by Peter Child MA)

1. The authors believe that the King’s Arms was the end result of the major reconstruction of the
original house.

2. Asymmetric roof profiles and tripartite sash windows are characteristics of the late C18, but are not
decade specific.

3. Wallpaper discovered in the first floor room of today’s No.6 in 1992 has been dated as late C18 floral
with stripe (Lyme Regis Museum archives).

4. Considering the state of the town in 1750, together with the above comments, suggests that the
reconstruction of the original house did not occur until the 1770s at the earliest.
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Inn Keepers (Trade Directories)

Lakey, Joseph, King’s Arms 1830-44
Coles, Robert, Kings Arms 1848

Brown, John, King’s Arms 1851

Horner, James, King’'s Arms 1859

Gush, John, King’'s Arms 1867-75

Gush, Mrs Jane, King’s Arms PH 1880-89
Wiscombe, Frank, King’'s Arms PH 1898
Bowden, Frederick, King’'s Arms 1903.
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Paris Map of Lymé Regis 1825

OS map 1888 No.6 Coombe Street, postmark 1907

Coffee House?
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King’s Arms
Closed in 1903

The building was apparently not damaged in the fires of
1803 and 1844.

The OS map of 1888, shows the building divided, with the
King's Arms occupying the south or seaward section.

John Fowles suspects that the remaining part was occupied
by the Duke of Monmouth temperance coffee-house. This
was the site of the ‘Refreshment Rooms’ a few years later.
[see appendix]

In 1911 (census), No.6 Coombe Street was occupied by the Emmett family.
Emmett, George (57), whitesmith; wife Flora (55); daughter Olive (17); son Elie (14); 3 lodgers; 9 rooms*
Flora Emmett is also recorded as a shopkeeper at No.6 (1911 directory).

In the 1921 census, the building is now divided into No.6 : Gratton, Edmund A (53), boatman; wife Mary Ann (53);
5 rooms* and No.6A: Baker, Thomas (50), out of work; wife Florence (53); son Bert (27), chauffeur; daughter
Flossie (24), grocer’s assistant; son Gordon (21), chauffeur; daughter Winnie (16), waitress; son Donald (14),
grocer’s apprentice; daughter Lillian (12); 4 rooms™.

* Number of rooms in a dwelling — the kitchen is counted as a room but not the scullery, landing, lobby, closet,
bathroom; nor warehouse, office, shop.




Appendix

In his Lyme Regis Museum curator’s report of 1983, John Fowles discusses the donation of a Victorian
trade token inscribed 'Good for one pennyworth of entertainment at the Duke of Monmouth'. He discovered
this was a temperance coffee-house token. The Kelly’s Directory for 1885 records a Mrs Elizabeth Warren,
the Duke of Monmouth temperance coffee-house, Coombe Street. He continues, “I suspect this may have
been the house at the seaward corner where Mill Lane leaves Coombe Street, which was certainly a
'refreshment rooms' a few years later. Mrs Warren's establishment seems to have been of very short
duration; but may well have been needed in the Coombe Street and Mill Green area, with its then seven
pubs: the Dolphin, the Angel, the Ship, the King's Arms, the George, the Crown and the Victoria ... and no
licensing hours.



