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Cliff House no longer exists. 
It was demolished following severe damage during a landslip in 1962. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Situated on the slopes overlooking the Cobb and harbour, the house, in 
Victorian bay & gable style, was built for George Cartwright in the latter 
part of the 1830s.  
 

The house was originally named Cliff Cottage which it retained until 
1875 when Cliff House became its accepted name. Several of the villas 
built in 19th century Lyme were named cottages; a rural affectation of 
rich investors perhaps. A lodge to the main house, built in the 1930s, 
was named Cliff House Cottage, later to become known as Cliff 
Cottage. 
 

George Cartwright (1811-1875) was born at Pulborough, West Sussex. 
His father was the Rev Edmund Cartwright, canon of Chichester, rector 
of Earnley and vicar of Lyminster. 
 

George married Henrietta Maria Powell (1812-1865) on 3rd November 1836 at St Mary Magdalene, Reigate. 
Henrietta was a great niece of the late General H Watson Powell (he died unmarried at Lyme in 1814) from 
whom she inherited the four acres of land upon which Cliff Cottage was subsequently built. There was also 
another 13 acres of meadows and pastures in other parts of the town. 
 

George Cartwright became involved in many aspects of life in Lyme Regis and Dorset. He was mayor of Lyme 
in 1850/51 and at other times, Dorset County magistrate, Capt. 1st Dorset Artillery Volunteers, a deputy 
lieutenant (DL) for Dorset, a member of the vestry, church warden, and a member of various committees. 
 
 
  

www.lymeregismuseumresearchteam.co.uk  

Timeline of Residents refers to known dates 

that persons occupy a property.  
 

1841-1875   George Cartwright 
1875             John Cragie 
1876-1907   John William Preston 
1907             Isabella Preston 
1911-1915   Ann Leighton Preston 
1919-1931   Major William Palmer 
1934-1939   Sir George Hunter Pickering 
1949-1954   George N & Celia J Cadbury 
1955   Francis & Valerie Montgomery. 

Cliff Cottage 

1954 

1860s 
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 George and Henrietta Cartwright were living at Cliff Cottage (1841 census),  
  having taken occupation at least a year or more earlier. George is     
  described as a person of ‘independent means’. There are four servants. 
  The 1851 census provides more detail: 

 They had no children. Henrietta died 29th March 1865, aged 53, and is  
                         buried in the Charmouth Road municipal cemetery, Lyme Regis. 

 

 George Cartwright married Gertrude Ann Beverhoudt (aged 29) on     
 28th August 1866 at the parish church of St Andrew, Plymouth. They  
 had two sons. George was born in Plymouth in 1867 and his brother, 
 Edmund Bruce, born and baptised in Lyme Regis in 1870. 
 George Cartwright Snr died at Woodland Terrace, Plymouth on  
5th November 1875 and buried at the parish church of St Andrew. 

 

The extensions to the house presumably occurred as a result of his  
marriage to Gertrude. 

    
  John William Preston came to live at Cliff House in 1876. 

 

           (Chard & Ilminster News, 9th Feb 1907) 
 

 John Preston was buried at Lyme Regis 
cemetery as was his wife Isabella (1908) and 
daughters Mary (1924) and Elizabeth (1941). 

  
  Plan of Cliff House                                       Painting of the terraced walk, Cliff House 1895 

 
Major William Palmer 1920-1931 

 
Cliff House put up for sale in 1930 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Cartwright (40)     head       Mayor of Lyme Regis, Magistrate  Dorset     born Sussex 
Henrietta Cartwright (39) wife                                                                                                London 
George Pitfield (23) (u)                       Indoor servant                                                            Lyme Regis 
Louisa Greenfield (50) (mar)              Housekeeper                                                              Essex 
Edward Greenfield (30) (mar)            Groom                                                                         Sussex 
Esther Reynolds (40) (mar)                 Cook                                                                            Somerset 
Elizabeth Lugg (23) (u)                         House servant                                                           Dorset 

A drawing of the early Cliff Cottage 

 

 

Cliff House circa 1870 

1881 Census which still refers to house as Cliff Cottage. 

John W Preston (56), income from Land & Dividends  born Essex 
Isabella Preston (52) wife   born Northumberland 

Children: John (25), Mary (19), Elizabeth (19), Annie L 
(17),  Thomas L (14), Robert A (13). Born Dorset except John 
(Wilts) 

Staff:  Bessie Legg (23) (u)    cook    born Lyme Regis 
            Polly Gratton (19) (u) housemaid born Lyme Regis 
 

 

  1921 Census 
William Henry Palmer (60)  
    Retired Major Royal Marines, born Taunton 
Agnes Mary Palmer (52) wife      London 
Phyllis Irene Palmer (22) daughter    Somerset 
Mary Maud Holland (27) visitor     Anglesey 
Dorothy M Annett (21) Cook         Cork, Ireland 
Ivy Emma Howard (15) parlourmaid  Herts 
 

Described as a gabled residence constructed 

of stone, with brick additions, stone 

mullioned windows and red tiled roof, 

standing in centre of well-timbered grounds. 

It comprised entrance hall, cloak room, 3-4 

reception rooms 10 bedrooms, bathroom and 

complete domestic offices. Electric light, 

company’s water, modern drainage, garage 

for 2 cars, summerhouse and outbuildings. 



Sir George Hunter Pickering & Lady Phyllis Mary Pickering  1934-1939 
   Sir George (1877-1971) was a Barrister-at-law (Inner Temple). 

 
Electoral Registers  
 

1934-1935 Sir George & Lady Pickering. 
1938-1939      Cliff House: Sir George & Lady Pickering. 
  Cliff House Cottage: Eli & Emma Hawker. 
1945 & 1947 Cliff House Cottage: Leslie & Mary Garnsey. 
  No entry for Cliff House. 
1949-1950 Cliff House: George N Cadbury & family. 
  The Cottage, Cliff House: Leslie & Mary Garnsey.  

1954  No entry for Cliff House.               George N & Mrs Celia J Cadbury  1949-1954 
             The Cottage, Cliff House: Leslie & Mary Garnsey. George Norman Cadbury (1890-1980) was the second son of 

1955         Cliff House: Francis & Valerie Montgomery.                      George Cadbury, the chocolate manufacturer. He trained as 

  Cliff Cottage: Ralph & Mabel Tompkins.                            an engineer and was chairman of the Electro-Mechanical 

1958  No entry for Cliff House.     Brake Company (1925). 

   Cliff Cottage: Ralph & Mabel Tompkins. 

 

The Garnseys were employed by the Cadbury family. 
 
            Country Life 15th July 1954                            

 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cliff House with its 5 acres of land was sold to a property developer in 1961. His excavation of 50,000 tons of Blue Lias 
clay above Marine Parade for a holiday chalet site was completed by early February 1962. This destabilised the slope 
leading to a major landslip on February 12th. Five houses were  damaged, including Cliff House and its lodge, Cliff Cottage. 
The house was subsequently demolished. The developer declared himself bankrupt, and the town council took over the 
ruined land which was later transformed into the Lister Gardens. 
 

 
 
 

Cook-General and House-Parlourmaid 
Wanted. Early January. – Apply  Lady 
Pickering, Cliff House, Lyme Regis. 
(Taunton Courier & Western Ad, 3rd December 1938  

Photo of 1962 Landslip by Donald Feaver. 
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