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PREFACE. 

 
 This Calendar is that of a Court Book of Lyme Regis which covers the years 1592-1602.  
 The work of transcription has been done, as before, by Mr. J. R. Crompton of the Public Record 
Office, London. 
 The last Court Book transcribed ended with 1584 and no book covering the years 1584-1592 has 
been found. There is thus an unbridged gap of 8 years in the record. 
 The usual Indexes and Glossary will be found at the end of the volume. 
 The numbers of the pages given in the indexes, etc., refer to those at the bottom of each typed 
page, numbers in the margin of the typed pages refer to the folios of the original Court Book. Numbers in 
red ink in the text refer to the corresponding numbers in the margin of the Glossary (pp.67-83) 
 

C.W.   July, 1935. 
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CALLENDAR of COURT BOOK 1592-1602 
 
(p.1)         Court View of Frankpledge, with Court Baron, held 2 October, 1592. 

Swearing of officials;- 
John Hayes    Mayor. 
William Elesdon    Coroner. 
Anthony Moon,  Silvester Jurdeyn Constables. 
John Wooddroff,  Marcus Barons Receivers of Cobb Duties. 
William Walshe,  William Hawkins Serjeants-at-mace.  
Henry Palmer, Thomas Winter Sealers of cloth. 
Peter Browne, Thomas Borcomb  Sealers of leather. 
John Brinsham, Thomas Meryck   Ale-tasters. 
 

p.5)  The jurors present that the town clock is in disrepair. The mayor and inhabitants ordered to repair 
it. 



 
p.7)   Orders taken and established at the law-day court aforesaid, as followeth : 

Whereas in the month of April last past one of the then Serjeants of this town of Lyme Regis, to wit. 
Nicholas Elesdon, in making arrest upon one John Seward of Dowlands (?) merchant in an action 
commenced against him by John Belpit of Weymouth and Melcombe Regis the  
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           said Nicolas Elesdon was 
then cowardly slain by the same Seward in the open street, the which odious act, by all presumption, 
happened the rather through the want of clubs in the said town, for the having of clubs might be an 
occasion to restrain such lewd attempts, by terrifying such bloodthirsty persons, therefore it is now 
ordered and commanded by the worshipful John Hayes mayor and Justice of peace of our sovereign lady 
the Queen within the said town of Lyme Regis, and by the Court, that every the inhabitants of the said 
town do and shall within fifteen days now next ensuing provide and have in his dwelling house a sufficient 
club of seven foot of length at the least, upon pain to forfeit five shillings - - - - - to the use of the mayor 
and burgesses of the said town, and after the first default, if he provide not such club within five days next 
following to forfeit 12d., and the like payment to incur every five days for a forfeiture, upon such default 
- - - - - . And if he refuse to pay the said forfeitures or any of them, then such person so refusing to have 
imprisonment. (Marginal note:-) 

It was said by Justice Anderson at the arraignment of Seward that if the Serjeant had a warrant 
from the mayor for arresting of Seward it had been murder in Seward to kill the Serjeant, otherwise it was 
but manslaughter, and so in conclusion it was found but manslaughter. 

(Further ordered) that the said inhabitants shall at all time and times upon commandment or notice 
from the mayor, Serjeant or other her Majesty's officers within the said town, be ready, and aid help and 
assist the mayor (etc.) 
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    as often as need shall be, upon pain of imprisonment and to be bound to the good 
behaviour. 
 (Further ordered) that every such of the Jury as shall from henceforth make default of their 
appearance after warning shall forfeit 2s.6d. 
 (Further ordered) that every of those that shall be warned by the Serjeant or constable or any their 
deputies to watch or to find watchmen for them shall be either in person (if he watch himself), or by his or 
her sufficient "assigne" appointed by him or her to watch, be ready attendant at the place called the 
'walke', by eight of the clock in the same night, that he or she shall be so appointed to watch, and there 
shall tarry and attend the coming of the constable and receive his charge, and perform the same charge 
accordingly, upon pain of imprisonment and to forfeit for every default 12d 
p.9)        Husting Court held 9 October, 1592 (Including;) 
 Memorandum - that the 9th day of October, viz., the day and year above said Henry Davy paid to 
John Hayes mayor by the consent of his brethren the sum of 3s.4d. in recompence of and for the setting 
out of the lower end of a mud wall at the lower end of the new houses lately builded by Joan Davye widow 
by the south side of the way leading towards Uplyme. 
   Husting Court held 27 November. 1592.  
p.19) John Hill accused that he hath refused to pay 4d. to the setting forth of soldiers, as other freemen 
were taxed, some to pay more and some less after their abilities, 
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         and thereupon the burgesses and 
freemen called together (Names) do say that John Bill is guilty of the matter and hath lost his freedom by 
it. 
p.20) And (fifteen other names) They all say that John Hill is guilty of the fault and that for his 
disobedience therein they deem him disfranchised according to the order. 
 
p.24)     Hustling Court held 29 January, 1593. 
 At this day William James the son of John James late of Lyme Regis glover deceased hath put 



 
himself apprentice unto William Hockett of Lyme Regis aforesaid glover, by the consent of his brother John 
James, to dwell and serve with the said William Hockett, to the occupation and mystery of a glover, for the 
term of seven years now next coming, by all which time the said William James doth promise here in Court 
to serve his said Master well and faithfully and behave himself well and truly unto his said master during all 
the said term, and the said William Hockett for his part doth covenant and promise here in the face of the 
Court to teach and instruct his said apprentice in the said occupation in the best manner that he can, 
finding unto him sufficient meat, drink, linen, woollen, hosen, shoes, apparel, lodging, and all other things 
meet and convenient for such apprentice during all the said term, and to give him 7s. for the said 7 years, 
viz., at 12d. for every year, and apparel for working days and holy days. 
 On this day took place the election of the burgesses of parliament. And Robert Hassard gent was 
chosen by the mayor, burgesses, and freemen. And the other burgess, 
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             vis., Zachary Bethel, was chosen by 
the lord Marquees of Winchester. 
 
   View of frankpledge with Court Baron held 7 May. 1593. 
p.35) The jurors present that Thomas Fourd, Peter Browne, John Bydegood, Silvester Jurden, John Cogen 
and Edward Best have made and erected seats before their doors in the highway (in plateis) and that they 
ought to come to an agreement with the mayor and burgesses about them. 
 Also they present that the wife of Thomas Lacy is a scold (esse unam Skold’). 
p.48)      Election of officials held 27 August, 1593. 
 Called to the election of a mayor, viz: John Hayes, the present mayor, gave notice of the election 
(fledit suffragium ad electionem) in the council house and there sworn to give the said notice. 
    Capital burgesses sworn in the open hall: 
 Richard Barret  Robert Hassard gent.  John Hassard senior,  Robert Barons,  William Elesdon 
Richard Norris,  John Bellamy,  John Woodroff,  Walter Harvy, Richard Davy senior. 
 All the above being sworn give two votes each in the council house (binas voces deponunt) to John 
Hayes the present mayor, Richard Carpenter, appointed for the purpose, and George Wadham the 
Recorder, who are sworn to record the truth and inform the Court which two names have received the 
greatest number of votes. And most votes are given for Walter Harry and Robert Barens, from whom the 
mayor is now to be chosen. 
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Freeholders:- 
 
Christopher Elmeston,  James Hill,  Richard Davidge,  Walter Tucker,  George Pley, Thomas Denslo 
William Tanner,  Ignacius Buckford,  Nicholas Hunt,  John Hassard junior,  Richard Bedford, 
Thomas Hiat,  Robert Tynham,  Silvester Jurden,  Robert Davy,  Anthony Moone,  Robert Broke 
Robert Hassard junior,  Richard Roze,  John Keridge,  Richard Davy junior,  Marcus Barons, 
Matthew Davy ,  Philip Harvy,  Andrew Davy,  John Cogan,  Henry Palmer,  William Hill, 
Thomas Hackwell,  William Legg,  Robert Myco. 
 And the above, being sworn, chose from the two abovesaid names  
 Mayor.     Walter Harvy      
 Coroner    Richard Barret. 
 Constables    John Hassard junior. Thomas Hiat. 
 Receivers of Cobb Duties  Walter Tucker,  Anthony Moone. 
 Serjeants-at-mace   William Walshe,  William Hawkins. 
 Sealers of cloth   Henry Palmer,  Thomas Winter. 
 Sealers of leather   Peter Brown,  Philip Morren. (?) 
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 Aletasters    John Brinsham,  John Waye. 
 



 
     Husting Court held 18 March. 1594 
p.81)  This day William Elesdon paid or caused to be paid here present in Court to the hands of Mr, Walter 
Harvy mayor five pounds to the use of the poor people, by the legacy and gift in the last will and testament 
of his late brother Thomas Elesdon, late deceased. 
     Court Leet held 22 April. 1594. 
p.87)  The jury do present that Robert Brooke is faulty, in that he hath unladen his salt out of his bark 
called the ‘Mynyon Roze’ without Mr. Mayor's licence, the same not cryed. 
p.107)    Court for election of mayor and officials, held 26 August. 1594. 
 Mayor, John Hassard senior and William Elesdon chosen by the capital burgesses. From these two, 
John Hassard chosen by the free-holders and freemen. 
 Coroner    Richard Baret. 
 Constables    Robert Hardy and Robert Collens. 
 Receivers for the Cobb.  George Pley.  Robert Hassard junior. 
 Searjeants    William Walshe.  William Hawkins. 
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 Sealers of cloth   Henry Palmer,  Thomas Winter. 
 Sealers of leather   Nicholas Sprake,  Peter Sprake. 
 Ale Tasters    John Farland,  John Waye. 
 
p. 113)    View of Frankpledge and Court Baron held 30 September. 1594. 
 Swearing of officials,  Essoins.  Swearing of jury. 
 The Court is adjourned till the next day, by the seventh hour before noon. 
p. 115) Upon the verdict given up (this) day is given to Silvester Jurden to remove and take away his gate 
that he lately set up in the ancient way leading from the church yard out towards the Cleaves and sea 
before Monday next, upon pain mentioned in the presentment (40s.) 
p. 116) That Mr. Elesdon’s tenants dwelling in the fish market street do not wash nor cast any filthy water 
along the street, pain of 10s.  
 And other pains are given to particular persons for caveats to avoid the doing of certain 
'annoysances' as by the book of the Jury's presentment upon the file may at large appear.  
p.118)     Hustling Court held 14 October 1594. 
 Three weeks' day is given to Silvester Jurdeyne to remove his gate upon pain of twenty shillings to 
Mr. Mayor and Corporation. 
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p.142)    Court of View of Frankpledge with Court Baron held 12 May. 1595. 
p.143)  Sworn to the privy Council of the town John Hassard junior,  James Hill, 
Richard Roze,  Richard Carpenter. 
p.144)  (Presentments)  
 The jurors present that Walter Harvy, one of the capital burgesses of the town has made default on 
this day. Therefore he is amerced by the mayor and his peers, viz., the other capital burgesses, at 6s.8d. 
  (Orders) 
p. 145)    Cobb Causes.   That none do heat any pitch or tar aboard any ship or bark henceforward 
upon pain of 40s. 
p.151)  (23 June, 1595) 
  Day is given to Mr. Walter Harvie to come into the Court here on Monday next before the mayor 
and burgesses, and to bring with him and to pay the fine or amercement imposed upon him at the last law 
day court here holden, upon pain of dismission of his freedom and his place of a capital burgess. 
  (30 June. 1595) 
p.152)    Mr. Harvy cometh not in this day as he was enjoined at the last court, and therein found 
disobedient. The Court will thereupon consider of it. Present, the mayor, John Davy, Robert Hassard, 
Robert Barons, James Hill, Richard Roze. 
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 It is found by them present that Joan Myer hath lost her freedom because she refused to come to 
the mayor, at his sending for her, and therefore the matter is reserved further to the rest of the freemen, 
which are to be called upon a reasonable warning. 
 A further day is given to Mr, Harvy to come into the Court on Monday next, to answer and show 
lawful cause why he should not be dismissed of his freedom and place  
  (7 July. 1595) 
 A third day is given to Mr. Harvy to come into the Court (etc.) 
p.158)  (14 July. 1595)  
 At this day for that Mr. Walter Harvy cometh not into this Court as he was enjoined at the last Court 
to come in here to answer and show cause why he should not be dismissed of his freedom and place, the 
said Mr. Walter Harvy, by Judgment of the mayor and his brethren, is utterly dismissed of his freedom and 
place for his contempt as well at the every court since. 
 Present: 
 Mr. Mayor,  Robert Barons,  Richard Barrett,  James Hill,  William Elesdon,  John Hassard ,  
junior,  John Davye,  Richard Roze,  Robert Hassard,  Richard Carpenter,. 
  (11 August. 1595) 
p. 157)   Day is given to Henry Webb the new tailor to depart the town before Michaelmas next. 
   (Signature in book.) 
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p.159)    Court for the election of a new mayor and other officials held 25 August. 1595. 
 
 Mayor.    William Elesdon and John Davie nominated by the capital burgesses 
     William Elesdon chosen by the free men and freeholders. 
 Coroner   Richard Berratt. 
 Constables   Philip Harvy and William Legg. 
 Receivers for the Cobb  Richard Norris and Christopher Dowll. 
 Serjeants   William Walshe and William Hawkens. 
 Sealers of cloth  Henry Palmer and Thomas Winter. 
 Sealers of leather      Nicholas Sprake and Peter Sprake. 
 Ale tasters.   John Farland and John Waie. 
 
p.160)   At the election in the presence of Mr. Gybbes. After some speeches had touching the book of 
the collection for the poor, for that some had refused to pay, Richard Davidge, a freeman, uttered these 
words to Mr. John Hassard mayor, saying, Mr. Mayor, you are sworn to keep and uphold all old and ancient 
customs and orders of the town and you know that it was an old custom that when any rate should be  
made for collection to the poor, the 'maisters' did use to choose two of the commons, and the commons 
did choose two of the 'maisters', to be raters for indifference at which speeches Mr. Mayor took exception 
and told him he did not speak truth and that he abused him to charge him with his oath as he did, for he 
had not broken his oath and that it was no old custom that he charged him with but a new matter begun of 
late, which was not warranted by the statute, and that because they require law touching 
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              the ratement, 
therefore they shall have law, and no more than law, and for that he had so abused himself to charge Mr. 
Mayor with his oath, Mr. Mayor would have him tried, whether he had not lost his freedom by the abuse, 
and the most of the benchers and freemen that were demanded, some said he deserved to lose his 
freedom and some said it was an offence; but Mr. Gybbes told him plain that Mr. Mayor and he were two 
justices of peace that could bind him to his good behaviour for his abuse, and thereupon commanded him 
to get good sureties to be bound for his good behaviour, or else he should be committed to ward, and so 
to the gaol, until he had found sureties, and so was commanded to stay in the hall, and not to depart, and 
hereupon the said Davidge submitted himself, craving pardon, and saying his meaning was not to impeach 
or charge Mr. Mayor any way with breach of his oath, and so upon mediation of friends, with much ado, he 



 
was after released. 
    Court Leet. 3 May. 1596 (Presentments) 
p.203)  Item we find Walter Tucker faulty for laying ore in his backside to the annoyance of the 
inhabitants (etc.) in mercy 12d.   To lay no more upon pain of 10s. 
 Item that none henceforth do cut or cause to be cut any ore, or burn any ore before any lands 
within the parish, upon pain of every fault 40s. 
 St. Andrew's Chapel:  Item we find that Mr. Robert Hassard hath enclosed a plot of ground which 
hath been in common time out of mind, and since the enclosing, the way is foundered. 
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p.204)   Item we find that Mr. John Hassard the elder hath enclosed a void plot of ground, which hath 
always been common to our knowledge, which plot lieth in the way towards Uplyme. 
 Item: we find that William Welshe his wife and his daughter Elizabeth Jurdeyn are common scolders 
one with the other, to the disturbance of the neighbours. 
 Item: we find William Welshe hath taken into his house one under tenant, Arthur Jurdeyn and his 
wife and two children, and more there is come into the town to dwell, Bancks the mason, the barber that 
married with the widow Norwood and Seward that married with Lewes - - - - - daughter, and John Smyth 
the workman and his wife, and Domet's sister and Mary that was Mr. Berratt's servants, and Anthony 
Walker the shipwright, that dwelleth in George Hooper's house, and the widow Tanner hath taken in the 
widow Lamerton, more Richard Lamerton with many children, more Mary Cooke, Giles Lawrence, and 
Hacker the mason. 
(Then follow the names of the assenting jurors, with notes as to objections by some of them to the 
presentments) 
 Robert Hassard to all saving the presentment of the two void plots, of the which the one of them is 
his own and lieth within the manor of Sherborne Home.  
 Sylvester Jordan to all saving the gate. 
 Richard Davidge to his knowledge. 
 John Hassard saving the presentment of the two void plots. 
 William Davy except my bank (etc) 
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     21 June. 1596. 
p.212)   Ellenor the wife of Robert Ashton hath made affidavit that she standeth in bodily fear of Sybly 
the wife of Thomas Lacy. Witnesses for her, Elizabeth Hobbes, Arckles Kyttle, and Deanes Hill, and others. 
     16 August. 1596.  
p.220)   Touching the matter between Stephen Clark and Thomas Pritchell of the demand of £5.7s.7½ d., 
all which is paid by the said Thomas Pritchell, saving one "mill res," which the said Pritchell hath promised 
to pay, if Francis Fernando will make oath before any witness, in his presence, that the said Francis 
Fernando hath paid or allowed to the said Thomas Pritchell the said sum of ‘Portingale’ money mentioned 
upon the note, which is 8610 'res'. [Portuguese coinage] 
 
p.221)    Election of officials. 30 August. 1596. 
 Mayor    John Davy and Robert Barons chosen by the capital burgesses. John 
Davy chosen by the freemen and freeholders. 
 Coroner   Richard Barrett. 
 Constables*   Robert Hassard and John Collens. 
 Receivers of Cobb Duties  Christopher Elmeston and Robert Collens. 
 Sealers of cloth  Henry Palmer and Thomas Winter. 
 Sealers of leather  Nicholas Sprake and Peter Sprake. 
 Ale - tasters 
 Serjeants at mace  William Walsh and William Hawkens. 
  ( *Robert Brooks and Christopher Dowll crossed out.) 
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 It is this day ordered and decreed by the mayor and capital burgesses as followeth, that is to say, 
whereas Thomas Densloe not long since was dismissed of his attorneyship in this court, and afterward by 
letters of request from Mr. Richard Symonds was again admitted to deal as attorney in some special 
causes, contrary to the first order, now it is ordered that after those special causes ended, which the said 
Thomas Densloe hath to deal in, in the court of Hustings of this town, the said Thomas shall then again 
stand dismissed of his said attorneyship, in the same degree and in such sort as he did before the said 
letters of request was procured from the said Mr. Richard Symonds, according to an order before made for 
the same purpose, and not again to be admitted to such attorneyship without the consent of the mayor 
and capital burgesses. (Signature of George Wadham) 
    13 September. 1596. 
p.223)   Christopher Elmeston on this day was admitted to the council and liberties of the town. 
    Court Leet. 4 October 1596. 
p.229)   Item that the stairs called Hell Stairs be covered from time to time in the night season, by the 
tenant of the cellar upon pain of 20s. 
 On this day Walter Harvy was again admitted to the liberties and council of the town. 
    21 March. 1597.  
p.255)  It is this day ordered by the mayor and capital burgesses that from henceforth all corn, grain and 
salt that shall be brought into the Cobb to be cried and sold shall be 
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           measured out by an officer or 
measurer to be appointed in that behalf, that shall be nominated and sworn, to deal uprightly in that office 
of measuring, and the officer or measurer to have for his pains and fees for every quarter of corn and grain 
so measured 1d, and for every quarter of salt 2d. to be paid by the seller. And hereupon Richard 
Lamberton is sworn measurer and officer in that behalf. 
     Court Leet 18 April, 1597 
p.264)   Presentment that John Crandly and Henry Davy do not keep their church at the time of divine 
service and therefore amerced 12d. a piece. , 
 That John Domett hath cast ‘carren' in the procession path going into the Cleves, and they do enjoin 
him to carry it away presently upon pain of 3s.4d. 
 Presentment of the death of William Lord Cobham, since the last law day. 
 
p.266)   Order that Anthony Moone do keep clean the way under the bell, going into the cellar. Penalty 
3s.4d.  
p.267)   That Edward Hobbes and John Streate do convey away their water, that cometh from their 
houses, in a gutter, into the ‘Deeke’ before their door, before whit Sunday.  Penalty 3s.4d. 
 That all those which have taken in any under tenants without the consent of the mayor and his 
brethren, contrary to an old order, do pay for every one so taken in 40s. And further we do order that none 
henceforth do take any In contrary to the order upon pain of 40s. 
 That Mr. Mayor do cause all those persons already come in to be presently voided, upon pain to 
forfeit for every of them not so to be put away 40s. 
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p.268)   This day matter of question hath grown between Mr. John Hassard the elder and Mr. William 
Elesdon as followeth, viz., the said Mr. Elesdon did charge the said Mr. Hassard that he had broken an old 
order, in that he suffered to be admitted into the company and council of the town, John Bidgood before 
such time as he had borne and served all other offices of the town, as other magistrates before had done, 
the which the said Mr. Hassard denies, and did put himself to the Judgement and censure of Mr. John Davy 
mayor, Mr. George Wadham recorder, and the rest of the company, capital burgesses, who have adjudged 
that the said Mr. Hassard made no breach of that order, but that the same order was dissolved by a mutual 
assent and consent of the said Mr. Elesdon then mayor and of all the rest of his brethren, and so the said 
Mr. Hassard is adjudged clear and discharged of that matter. 
     25 April. 1597 



 
p.272)   Oath of certain witnesses of a deed of gift by John Clerk. 
 George Quick of Axmouth in the county of Devon, husbandman, aged 44 years, and Adam French of 
the same, husbandman, aged 30 years being voluntarily sworn upon the holy Evangelists before the mayor 
and burgesses, do say and every of them saith, that upon the 11th day of April, 1594, these deponents 
being then present, John Clarke late of Axmouth aforesaid, in the said county of Devon, sailor, now 
deceased and then living, gave unto his son William Clark sailor all his goods and chattels moveable and 
unmoveable, within door and without, and upon the same the said John Clarke the father received 1d. of 
his son, and thereupon he gave his said son a candlestick in deliverance of the whole. Witnesses hereto, 
John Davy 
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    mayor, John Hassard senior, William Elesdon, Robert Hassard gent, James Hill, John Hassard 
Junior. 
 The widow Hill putteth her daughter named Mary Hill apprentice to Mr. Lane for the term of ten 
years, from our Lady Day last 1597, and she to give her said apprentice, in the end of the said term, 10s. 
and double apparel. 
p.293)       Election of officials 29 August. 1597. 
 Mayor -    Robert Barons and Richard Morris chosen by the capital burgesses. 
Richard Norrys chosen by the freemen and free burgesses. 
 Coroner   John Hassard senior. 
 Constables   Robert Brooke and Christopher Dowll. 
 Receivers of Cobb Duties   William Elesdon junior and Richard Davye. 
 Sealers of cloth   Thomas Wynter and Henry Palmer. 
 Sealers of leather  Nicholas Sprake and Peter Sprake. 
 For the weighing and sealing of cloth called 'raw kerseys’.  Thomas Wynter. 
 Serjeants-at-mace  William Walshe and William Hawkens. 
 Ale-tasters   John Waye and John Weaver. 
 Keeper of the pinfold 
     Court Leet 3 October 1597. 
p.302)   Presentment that William Davy is heir to the houses and lands called Paradise, by the last will of 
his father Richard Davye, and owes 8d. as relief.  
 Presentment that Mr Walter Harvy has enclosed the way upon the down called Colway Down, by 
the crooked oak, which ought not to be. 
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 They present George Browne's eon, Hood's sons, and Thomas Sampford's boy to break into men's 
orchards and steal apples. 
 Also they present that Clattry hath received into his house a man and his wife, and William Skorch 
doth harbour his wife's sister, a master less maid, and Joan Peter, a masterless maid, a wrangler from 
house to house and a common tale teller. 
 Also they present that Edward Bourough keepeth a young girl in his house which is not to be 
harboured, and Poynter doth the like, and William Grene keepeth his mother in his house which is not to 
be harboured, and Poynter doth the like. 
 And that John Domett likewise harboureth his wife's sister, and that Mary Mrs. Barrett’s servant is 
not removed, being often warned and commanded to depart the town, George Hooper harboureth 
Thomas Tucker, and that Mary Cooke, a maid masterless, being a common picker and filcher, is harboured 
by Thomas Lacye. Therefore each of them in mercy. And that Christian Clattry a masterless drab be 
presently removed and that William Goldsmith's daughter and children do the like. 
p.303)  That (19 names) have bowled contrary to the law. Therefore in mercy 12d each. 
p.304)  Order that henceforth Thomas Densloe's scholars do not use to go into the Cleves to dung 
there to the annoyance of those that go that way, nor the way that leadeth into the Cleves, upon pain of 
3s.4d. 
 That henceforth the schoolmaster which teacheth grammar do not let his scholars to filth the 



 
churchyard, nor going into Silvester Jurdeyn's Cleves, upon pain of 3s.4d. 
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p.305)        Markes Barons being of the Jury at this last law day (6 October) departed away before the 
jury (was) given up, without the mayor's licence, therefore he is fined at 3s.4d. 
     21 November 1597 
p.313)        It is this day ordered and agreed by Mr. Mayor and the Court that John Freake shall be 
allowed for his ordinary fee for his counsel and pleading in every cause that he dealeth in this Court, 
whether the matter be long or short, viz., for the whole matter 3s.4d. and no more, except for his travel, 
for the which his clients must compound with him. 
     2 January 1598 
p.319)        It is agreed by Mr. Mayor and the Bench that from henceforth the Serjeants shall take no 
sureties for any defendant but by the privity of Mr. Mayor, and by his consent, because of ten times the 
Serjeants take such to be sureties as be insufficient. 
     7 March 1598 
p.330)       James Hill and Richard Roze are appointed surveyors to search the houses by east the town 
bridge, for such, as dress flesh in their houses and to return their certificate unto the mayor at every court 
day during this Lent. 
 Mr. Robert Hassard and Mr. Robert Barnes ditto for the West Street. 
     Court Leet 8 May 1598 
p.340)       Presentment that Robert Breholte broke a Fleming's head the 28th day of December 1597. 
Therefore in mercy 9d. 
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p.341)        That Mr. Robert Hassard hath taken into his ground some part of a lane lying behind John 
Galley's house, and hath taken the bond stones leading down the way to the Cobb. Therefore it is 
precepted unto the said Mr. Hassard to make it as before betwixt this and midsummer next upon pain of 
20s. 
 A view taken of certain bounds removed in the "parson's home”. 
 A view taken of the measure and breadth of the way leading behind John Calley's, next unto Mr. 
Robert Hassard's ground the second day of November anno domini 1597 by James Hill, Richard Carpenter, 
and Thomas Densloe, appointed in that behalf by Mr. Mayor, and in the presence of Mr. Robert Hassard, 
Thomas Lacye, Alexander Westover, John Galley and others.   The contents are as followeth: 
p.342)       From the corner of the wester end of John Calley's house, southward to the bank of 
Mr. Robert Hassard's hedge  9 foot. 
 From the easter coin of the said house southward to the place that Mr. Hassard's hedge stood in, to 
our Judgments   18 foot. 
 From seven yards below the said house, and so from the plant of John Calley's garden unto the 
plant of Mr. Hassard his hedge 16 foot 
 From the ash in John Calley's garden hedge and so southward to the plant of Mr. Hassard's hedge 
     14 foot 
 From the middle of the hollow elm in John Calley's hedge and so southward to the plant of Mr. 
Hassard's hedge   13 foot. 
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 From the lower corner of that lane on way, viz., a foot below the plant of John Galley’s hedge, 
Southward to the plant of Master Robert Hassard’s hedge 16 foot. 
 
p.366)          Court for the election of officials. 28 August, 1598. 
 Mayor     Robert Barnes and John Bidgood chosen by the council. 
Robert Barnes chosen by the freemen and free burgesses. 
 Coroner    John Hassard senior. 
 Constables    Robert Bragg and William Davye. 
 Receivers of Cobb Duties   Robert Hassard gent.  John Kerridge. 



 
  Sealers of cloth   Thomas Wynter,  Henry Palmer. 
 Sealers of leather   Nicholas Sprake and Peter Sprake. 
 Weigher and sealer of 'raw kerseys’  Thomas Wynter. 
 Serjeants at mace   William Walshe and William Hawkens. 
 Ale-tasters    Ignacius Buckford.   Alexander Westover in parson's home. 
 Keeper of the pinfold. 
 
p.366)       Whereas an order was lately taken and agreed, viz. on the last election day, by the mayor 
and his brethren that every inhabitant of this town from the 20th day of May last unto the 20th of 
September then next, Should watch in person as he should be thereunto warned except they were sick or 
out of the town in business 
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    or had leave of the mayor, and except also all those of the magistrates. 
 Notwithstanding Silvester Jurden having knowledge of the said order hath showed himself 
disobedient and hath refused to watch in person, he being a freeman and hereunto warned. And therefore 
it is agreed by the mayor and his brethren that the said Silvester shall pay for a fine to the mayor 3s.4d., or 
else to abide imprisonment in the hall six hours, or else lose his freedom, at his choice. 
 And hereupon afterwards at the Court of hustings holden the 4th of September 1598 the said 
Silvester Jurdeyn being present in the Court hall, and required by the mayor either to pay the said fine of 
3s.4d., or else to yield himself to stay there in the hall six hours as afore it is ordered, did refuse to pay the 
said fine of 3s.4d., and therefore he was there required to stay in the hall according to the custom for the 
time of six hours to him before limited, but he also utterly refusing so to do departed out of the hall 
presently in contempt of the said order and contrary to the custom. 
     Friday 8th September 1598 
 Wherefore we the said mayor and burgesses do adjudge order and decree that the said Silvester 
Jurdeyn for his contempt and refusal to abide the said order shall stand and be disfranchised of his said 
freedom and from henceforth to be in cast of a foreigner, until he newly purchase his freedom. 
 
        11 September 1598 
p.369)    Mr. George Somers was this day sworn to the council of the town. 
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     Court Leet 2 October. 1598 
p.371)  William Marten sworn to the office of hayward. 
p.375)       It is precepted unto Mr. Robert Barnes mayor that he doth cause all under tenants and 
inmates which are come into the town and like to be burthensome to be presently avoided upon pain to 
forfeit for every of them 40s. 
p.375-376)  A number of persons fined 1s. each for playing at tables, playing cards, and playing bowls, 
on various dates,  
     Court Leet 30 April. 1599 
p.419)       They present Robert Hassard gent faulty for that he hath stopped the course of the well in 
the parson's fee, so that there is not as much water in the well as hath been accustomed nor so 
wholesome as it hath been to the disliking of the inhabitants.  And therefore amerced at 12d. 
 Also they present the said Robert Hassard gent, faulty for that he hath encroached the way that 
leadeth down from John Cawley's house end to the corner of the hedge, and for that he hath locked his 
gate that none can pass the accustomed way to the Cobb.    And therefore amerced at 4d. 
p.420)       Also they present table players at the taverns (16 names). Amerced at - - - - - apiece. 
 Also they present dice players who played at Richard Ellyott's house, vis., Edward Whickar, 
Christopher Bakon,  - - - - - Stokes. Therefore each of them in mercy - - - - - 
p.42l)       That John Craudley and Henery Davy have absented themselves from God's divine service 
six Sundays last past and more.   Therefore in mercy 12d. every Sunday according to the statute. 
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 Presentment of the deaths of William Elesdon, John Davy, and Henry Palmer, freeholders. 
p.435)     18 June 1599 
 Richard Carpenter complains against John Combe in a plea of trespass upon the case, in that the 
said John Combe on the first of January 1599 erected a privy against the wall and window of the house of 
the said Richard and upon his ditch so that the ditch became blocked up; and through fear of infection and 
by reason of the horrible smell the said Richard and his family were on several occasions obliged to leave 
the house, to the damage of £20. 
 The said John Combe hath requested the plaintiff to have patience with him for a while, and he will 
remove away his privy the next southerly wind that shall blow, for otherwise it would much annoy the said 
plaintiff. 
p.445)         Court for the Election of Officials 27 August. 1599. 
 Mayor     Christopher Elmeston and John Bidgood chosen by the council. 
Christopher Elmeston chosen by the freemen and free burgesses not of the council. 
 Coroner   John Hassard senior. 
 Constables   William Elesdon.  Thomas Whitehed.  
 Receivers of Cobb Duties  James Hill.  Robert Bragg. 
 Sealers of cloth  Thomas Wynter.  Thomas Hooper. 
 Sealers of leather  John Medford.  Peter Sprake. 
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 Serjeants at mace  William Walshe 
 Ale tasters   Ignacius Buckford. Alexander Westover. 
 Keeper of the pinfold       William Marten. 
 This day William Davye sworn to be free of the franchise. 
 
p.454)     Court Leet, 1 October 1599. 
 Swearing of officials (same names as on p.445, except)  
 Recorder    John Fitzjames 
 Constables   William Elesdon,  George Tuthill,  
 Serjeants at mace  William Hawkens,   Richard Lamerton  
 Ale-tasters.    Ignacius Buckford, John Weaver 
p.457)        They present that John Davye son of John Davye the elder deceased is heir unto the 
tenement called ‘Gilt’ tenement. 
p.458)       Presentment that Christopher Bacon,  John Whickar,  Edward Whickar,  John Waye, 
John Browne tailor,  George Browne,  Austen Sherwyn,  John Powning,  John Hunt, and Rawlen Allen 
are common haunters of ale-houses and therefore amerced at 4d. apiece. 
 
p.512)           Court Leet. 14 April. 1600. 
 This day Arcules Hunt of the age of twelve years and more is sworn to be true and faithful to our 
sovereign lady the Queen and to her heirs. 
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p.515)        The names of the freeholders of and within the town of Lyme Regis, viz. 
 Henry Lord Cobham, George Wadham Esquire, Anthony Kendall Esquire, John Burgh gent,  
the heir of William Elesdon gent, Agnes Barrett widow, John Hassard the elder, the heir of John Davie, 
Robert Hassard gent, the heir of Robert Tynham, John Vyney, William Tanner the elder, Christopher 
Elmeston gent, the heir of John Perratt, the heir of Nicholas Hassard, Robert Barnes, Richard Norris, 
George Pley, Edward Newton gent, John Jones, John Wyatt, the heir of John Bellamye, the heir of  
John Jurdeyn, the heir of George Bowden, John Tanner gent, William Davie, Richard Davy the elder, 
Robert Davie the elder, Matthew Davie, Andrew Davie, John Hunt merchant, Nicholas Hunt, Henry Trall, 
the heir of John Swayne, Richard Skorch, the heir of William Felpes, Silvester Jurden, Richard Roze,  
Richard Carpenter, the heir of James Carpenter, and John Carpenter clerk, the heir of Thomasin Caselie, 
James Hackwell, Joan Swayne, James Hill, John Tirling, John Norrys, Philip Lea, Joan Legg, John Densloe and 



 
Elizabeth his wife, William Deane, John Kerridge, Richard Bedford, Robert Brooke, John Daye,  
Philip Heywood, the heir of Henry Palmer, Alice Toller widow, and Susan Wislake. 
 
p.522)     28 April. 1600 
    John Hassard the elder and Richard Norris, appointed auditors of the account between John Davye 
and Nicholas Daye, do find in charge upon the said Nicholas Daye 18,590 res, [Portuguese currency] which 
amounteth in English money to the sum of - - - - - . 
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 Whereof the said John Davye hath received in money £ 4. 
 and in wines to the value of      12s. 6d. 
 So yet the said Nicholas Daie resteth debtor   £7. 
 
p.550)          Court for the Election of Officials 25 August, 1600 
 Mayor    Robert Hassard gent and John Bidgood gent chosen by the council. 
    John Bidgood chosen by the freemen and free burgesses not of the Council. 
 Coroner   John Hassard senior. 
 Constables   Thomas Pearse,  Thomas Whitehall  
 Receivers of Cobb Duties   Richard Roze.  Robert Brooke. 
 Sealers of cloth  Thomas Wynter.  Thomas Hooper. 
 Sealers of leather  John Medford.  Peter Sprake. 
 Serjeants at mace  William Hawkens,  Richard Lamerton 
 Ale tasters   Ignacius Buckford,  Alexander Westover  
 Keeper of the pinfold     William Marten 
                  
p.560     Court Leet. 6 October. 1600 
 Swearing of officials (as above, except that Walter Harvy is substituted for Richard Roze). 
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p.566)  The recognisances upon sellers of ale and beer taken before John Bydgood gent and John 
Fitzjames justices of our lady the Queen, 7 October. 
 Names of ale-seller  Manucaptors, that he shall observe the conditions under-written. £5. each, 
and the ale seller himself £10. 
 
Richard Ellyott, yeoman - Peter Browne, shoemaker - Thomas Sampford, tucker - William Cornishe, beer 
brewer - Robert Guppie, smith - Richard Whetcomb, mariner - John Mycoe, yeoman - Richard Ellyott, 
yeoman - Thomas Sampford, tucker - Thomas Samford, tucker - Richard Ellyott, yeoman - Peter Browne, 
shoemaker - Joan Holman, widow - Edmund Wight, tucker - Thomas Sampford, yeoman - Dorothy Broke, 
widow - Robert Brooke, mariner - James Darbye, barber - Peter Brown, shoemaker - Thomas Sampford, 
tucker - Richard Ellyott, yeoman - William Tanner alias Moxage, sailor - John Sprake junior, shoemaker. 
William Dolman, tailor. - Joan Sampford, widow - John Sandford, sailor - John Medford, shoemaker. 
 
The orders and conditions to be observed by the recognitors be these as hereafter followeth, that is to say: 
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 That no innkeeper or tippler that may conveniently be served from any common brewer or brewers 
admitted or to be admitted within this town of Lyme Regis by the mayor and his brethren of the same 
town, do brew in their houses but that they take from such common brewers such drink only, and of such 
reasonable sizes as shall be fit for travellers and passengers, and as the said mayor and his brethren shall 
from time to time set down as fit for that purpose, and if no common brewer be appointed to serve these 
houses, that then they themselves do and shall brew beer of one assize and price such as the said mayor 
and his brethren shall set down and appoint to be sold.  
 And that no victualler tippler or ale house keeper have in their houses, or do wittingly permit to be 
brought into their houses, any cards dice or tables, nor do suffer any to play in their houses, yards, or 



 
backsides, at any cards, tables, dice, or other unlawful games. 
 And do not dress or suffer to be dressed or eaten within his house any flesh upon any forbidden 
day, saving in case of necessity of sickness, according to the statute in that behalf provided. 
  That they suffer none to eat and tipple or victual in their houses, but such as are wayfaring men, 
that shall take the same to refresh themselves in their passage or Journey, or such as shall be appointed to 
lodge or take diet in their houses, but to deliver out of their houses that quantity of drink which their 
neighbours of the poorer sort shall have need of, to be drunk in the houses of those who fetch or send for 
the same, and not elsewhere. 
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 To permit no drunkenness In their house nor any tippling at all on the Sabbath day or holy day in 
time of divine service, nor after eight of the clock in the night. 
 Nor do not permit and suffer any person or persons to lodge in his house above a day and a night, 
but such as he will answer for as the statute in that behalf made doth require. 
 Nor that they do not buy any goods of any wayfaring man or other that shall bring the same to their 
houses to sell, but of such as shall be well known unto them to be of honest conversation and whom they 
shall be able always to produce or have to be forthcoming. 
p.607)     23 March 1601. 
 At this day Mr. Robert Hassard gent and Thomas Sampford are appointed overseers for the town 
mill for one half year from our Lady Day, 1601, viz., until Michaelmas next, and they are to give accompt of 
the profits to Mr. Mayor or his deputy every week once; and they are to have a fee for their labour. 
 
     Court Leet. 4 May. 
p.617)  List of residents in default, including names of tenants of "parson's home," names of 
persons at Lanchecrast, Colway, Hoole, and Hay, 
p. 619)    Robert Strode esquire sworn to the freedom of the town, as a freeman. 
p.639)           Election of officials 31 August 1601. 
 Mayor    Robert Hassard gent and Walter Harvy chosen by the Council. 
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  Robert Hassard chosen by the freemen and free burgesses. 
p.640) Coroner   John Hassard senior. 
 Constables   John Roze and Marcus Barens. 
 Receivers of Cobb duties   John Hassard junior and Richard Stone. 
 Sealers of cloth           Thomas Winter and Thomas Hooper. 
 Sealers of leather       John Medford, Peter Sprake. 
 Ale testers               Ignacius Buckford, Alexander Westover. 
 Keeper of weights, and sealer of raw kerseys      Thomas Winter. 
 Serjeants at mace        William Hawkins, Richard Lamerton. 
 
     Court Leet. 5 October, 1601. 
p.650)        Presentment that - - - - - Bakon the cutler keepeth ill rule, Therefore in mercy 2s.6d. 
 That Cox the barber is not removed from the town to dwell, as he was before precepted. Therefore 
in mercy 6s.8d. 
 That Prosser the sadler with his wife with child are in-comers contrary to the order and is not 
removed, Therefore in mercy 10s. 
 Note of an alienation from Nicholas Hunt to Silvester Jurden, and from the latter to John Rose, of a 
burgage in St. Michael's street. 
p.661) Many 'deceners' and; commoners were essoined but many made default. Therefore each of those 
who made default in mercy 3d. of which more in the book of 'Ragman Rowe’. 
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p.652) Order that the tenant of Mr. Borough within the Tower, namely John Bagg, James Eastmond and 
the rest, do keep clean the water which runneth in the gutter against John Somers' house from time to 



 
time upon pain of 10s. 
 
     22 February, 1602, 
p.685)       At this day Elias Trosse goldsmith is admitted to dwell and work in the town upon the 
commendation of Mr. John Bydegood. 
     Court Leet 26 April. 1602.  
p.706)       Presentment that the constables have made default on this day because they have not 
appeared.   Therefore in mercy 20s. Each. 
     November, 1596 
p.726)  A copy of the subsidy book sent to the mayor of Lyme for the collection of the last payment. 
         
 Walter Harvy in goods         10 £.  10s. 
 Agnes Ley widow in lands      20s.       16d. 
 Robert Barnes in goods           5 £.   5s. 
     John Keridge in goods            3 £.   3s. 
 Richard Davidge in goods        5 £.   5s. 
 George Pley in goods      4 £.   4s. 
 Margaret Haies in goods       7 £.   7s. 
 James Hill in goods       4 £.   4s. 
 Richard Norris in goods         6 £.    6s. 
 Robert Brooke in goods         4 £.    4s. 
 Walter Tucker in goods          4 £.    4s.  
 Thomas Gover in goods          3 £.   3s.  
 Christopher Elmeston in goods    7 £.    7s. 
 John Vyney in goods          5 £.   5s. 
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 John Cogan mariner in goods     3 £.    3s. 
 Robert Hassard senior in goods    6 £.    6s. 
 Richard Roze in goods      5 £   5s. 
 Susan Woodroff widow in goods    6 £.    6s. 
 John Bidgood in goods     6 £.    6s. 
 Robert Collens in goods     4 £,    4s. 
 Marcus Barnes in goods     4 £.   4s. 
 Anthony Moone in goods     3 £,    3s. 
 John Hassard senior in goods    10 £,   10s. 
 William Elesdon in goods     6 £,    6s. 
 John Davy in goods      6 £.   6s. 
 Silvester Jurden in goods     4 £,    4s. 
 John Hassard junior in goods     4 £.    4s. 
 Christian Hiat widow in goods    4 £.    4s. 
 Robert Hassard Junior in goods     3 £.    3s. 
 Robert Hardy in goods     3 £.     3s. 
 John Collens in goods      4 £.   4s. 
  
    Total      7 £.  9s. 4d. 
 
 [The above left column was all entered as marks as was the total, the £7-9s-4d equals the right 
column total, however as in previous books, adding the right column (shillings) gives a total equal to £’s, not 
marks, (a mark at this time was believed to be 13s.4d.) and so the mark ( l ) has been replaced by £. - R.W. ] 
 
p.727)           Lyme Regis,  September 2 1599. 



 
      The Subsidy Book 
 Agnes Ley in lands       20s. 
 Walter Harvy in goods    10 £ 
 Robert Barens in goods     5 £ 
 John Keridge in goods      3 £  
 Richard Davidge in goods     5 £ 
 George Pley in goods      3 £ 
 James Hill in goods      4 £ 
 Richard Norrys in goods     4 £ 
 Robert Brooke in goods     3 £ 
 Walter Tucker in goods     4 £ 
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 Christopher Elmeston in goods     7 £. 
 John Vyney in goods      6 £. 
 John Cogan mariner in goods       3 £. 
 Robert Hassard gent in goods     6 £. 
 Richard Roze in goods      5 £. 
 Susan Woodroff in goods     4 £. 
 John Bydgwood in goods     6 £. 
 Robert Collyns in goods     4 £. 
 Markes Barons in goods     5 £. 
 Anthony Moone in goods     3 £. 
 John Hassard the elder in goods   10 £. 
 Joan Elesdon widow in goods     4 £. 
 Silvester Jurden in goods     4 £. 
 John Hassard junior in goods           4 £. 
 Robert Hassard junior in goods            3 £. 
 John Collyens in goods     4 £. 
 William Elesdon in goods     3 £. 
 William Davy in goods       3 £. 
 Robert Bragg in goods        3 £. 
 
   Decreased of the old book, viz:- 
 William Elesdon deceased     2 £. 
 John Davy and his wife deceased       6 £. 
 Richard Norrys bad      1 £. 
 Robert Hassard gent bad     1 £. 
 
 Increased: - 
 Thomas Hooper      Richard Barons    3 £. 
 Payeth ½  
 John Roze       3 £. 
 Richard Stone       3 £. 
 Marcus Barons       1 £. 
 
p.728)  A copy of the subsidy book of the last payment in the year 1600. 
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  (Same as preceding, except for:-) 
 Robert Barnes       3 £.  
     Richard Roze       6 £.  
 Silvester Jurden      3 £.  



 
 John Hassard .junior      3 £.  
 Richard Stone       4 £.  
 John Peters in goods      4 £.   
 Andrew Davy in goods     3 £.   
 Robert Hardy in goods     6 £.   
 James Reynolles in goods     3 £. 
 John Collyers omitted. 
  
p.735)        The Monday the 2 of January anno domini 1597(8) in the Court Hall after the Court 
‘discryed' there came in one William Gosse, which had served apprentice under Mr. John Davy for some 
years past and had four years to serve of his covenant, as it was there said by the said Mr. Davy and not 
denied by the said Gosse, but there were no indentures made of the covenants, wherefore now the said 
William Gosse doth covenant and grant to serve the said Mr. John Davy as his master in the art or craft of a 
mariner for four years from the birth of our Lord God last past in the year 1597 aforesaid, for the wages of 
20s. to be paid him in the end of his years aforesaid, and to have convenient apparel and necessaries meet 
for such (as) be apprentice or servant by all the said time; and the said John Davy hath given him in hand 
for a God's penny 4d. in money.  
 There were present Mr. John Hassard junior, Robert Barons, Mr. Robert Hassard, James Hill, 
Richard Roze, Richard Carpenter. 
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p.736)    Letters: 
 Whereas the Mayor and inhabitant a of Lyme Regis in the county of Dorset have been exempted 
from the musters of the said County, as well in respect of the situation of the same being near the sea as 
also by certain letters directed from the Lords of Her Majesty's most honourable Privy Council to the late 
Lord Marquis of Winchester her Majesty's then Lieutenant of that county concerning the same, as also that 
the said Mayor for the time being should take the musters there and appoint a captain and all other 
officers meet for the wars within the said town, and upon any occasion of defence shall upon certificate 
made to Mr. Browne of Fromton (Frampton ? ) have 30 or 40 inhabitants of the said county next adjoining 
and near the said town for their assistance, and where further by the said Lord Lieutenant they were freed 
and discharged from the Charge of setting forth of soldiers from foreign services, as by the said letters 
more largely appeareth, know ye that we, her Majesty's commissioners musters within the said county 
whose names are here subscribed, for the considerations aforesaid, do hereby confirm ratify and allow as 
much as in us lieth all the said privileges and exemptions to the said mayor and inhabitants of Lyme Regis 
aforesaid, in as large and ample manner as heretofore they have used the same by virtue of any authority 
from the said late Lord Lieutenant, to remain and continue until there shall be such order taken therein by 
the said Lords of Her Majesty's most honourable Privy Council, etc. In witness whereof we the 
commissioners aforesaid have 
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     hereunto subscribed our names. Given the 13th day of June in the forty-first 
year of the reign of our Sovereign lady Queen Elizabeth, etc., 1599. H. Asheley, Sheriff, Richard Rogers, 
George Trenchard, Rauff Horsy. 
 
p.737)   25 September in the seventh year of King Henry the Seventh. 
 John Ashe mayor of the borough of Lyme Regis by the assent of the burgesses did grant and 
confirm to John Fusshen the elder and his heirs one half acre of arable land in the borough aforesaid 
between the land of John Dare called Calverley in the east part, the lands of John Boroughe of the west, 
and of the Lord Cobham of the south and the way towards the Cleeves on the north) and one half acre of 
arable land lying there between the way towards wathe of the east, and the ground called Hillaries on the 
west and the land of the Lord Cobham on the north and the lands of John Williams called on the south, 
reserving a rent of 8d. per annum, payable half-yearly to the said mayor and his successors, etc. 
 



 
 1596:   This foresaid deed is under the town seal, and is remaining in the hands of Nicholas Hunt 
merchant. Seen by me, Richard Carpenter. 
 1596: Thomas Kelke and Christopher Dowll, wardens of the Cobb ale have made all things 
discharged, sum - - - - - 24 £. 13s. 9d. 
 Before this name are some marks whose meaning is not clear. Perhaps they mean he was Deputy 
Sheriff, as his name does not appear in the printed list of Sheriffs. 
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  Letters touching the musters in Lyme.   The copies verbatim: 
 
 After our right hearty commendations to you our very good Lord whereas we perceive by your 
letters that heretofore by direction from hence for divers good considerations you exempted the 
inhabitants of the town Of Lyme Regis in the county of Dorset from the general musters of that shire, and 
for the more convenient and better defence of that town did appoint a captain to assist the mayor in the 
mustering and taking view of the armour and furniture of the said Inhabitants within that town, forasmuch 
we likewise understand by your Lordship's said letters that since the death of Sir Francis Walsingham 
knight, certain gentlemen of that county have of late disliked of that direction in the premises and 
thereunto taken exceptions, in regard whereof, your honour desireth to receive further order from hence 
in that behalf, we have thought good to let your Lordship know that we very well like and allow of your 
direction given in the premises upon so good considerations and do accordingly pray and require your 
Lordship not only to continue the same from time to time as in your good discretion shall be thought 
meetest, but for the better strength and defence thereof at all times, to take such good and present order 
as the said captain and mayor of Lyme may have authority from your Lordship to call unto them at the 
musters and times of service, out of such parts of that county of Dorset next adjoining as they shall think 
fit, the number of 30 or 40 able persons (such as be not of the trained soldiers) to exercise and train them 
at 
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  times convenient among the inhabitants of that town, to be sufficiently armed and furnished at the 
charge of the town, and if any the persona that shall be so chosen by the inhabitants by your Lordship's 
direction as is above said shall refuse to come, or shall not be conformable being called by the said 
inhabitants to the said service and musters, in that case your Lordship shall do well to cause bonds to be 
taken of such as shall so refuse, to appear before us. And thus not doubting of your Lordship’s due 
performance hereof we commit your good Lordship to the safe protection - - - - - . 
 From the court at Richmond the 17th of October, 1591. 
 Your very loving friends, 
 CHRISTOPHER HATTON, Chancellor. W. BURGHLEY, CHARLES HOWARD, T. BUCKLEHURST, 
 T. HENAGE, R. CECYLL. 
 Subscribed to the true copy of the said letters WINCHESTER.   ASHELEY. 
 The superscription of the said letters, viz.: To our very good lord the Lord Marquess her Majesty’s 
lieutenant of the county of Dorset. 
 (The above letter does not appear to be entered in the Register of the Privy Council) 
 
p.739)        The copy of my lord Marquis’ letter. 
 After my very hearty commendations, where I have received a letter from the lords of her Majesty's 
most honourable privy council of the 17th of October past, signifying their pleasures for the mustering of 
your forces within your town according to my former 
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         order in that behalf given, as likewise that you call 
for your better defence and assistance upon all occasions of service some 30 or 40 persons next adjoining, 
according to the contents of the said letters, the copy whereof I send you herein enclosed, praying you to 
see the same in all respects accomplished in such sort as may satisfy their lordship’s expectations and the 
service required, and even so do bid you most heartily farewell.   Basinge this first of December 1591.  



 
 Your very loving friend, WINCHESTER. 
 To my very loving friends the brethren of the town of Lyme Regis be these given for her Majesty's 
service. 
 Right worshipful, our humble duties remembered, your worship as we understand hath of late 
received authority for the general muster of this county, and for that the inhabitants of this her Majesty's 
town of Lyme Regis, by order from the lords of her Majesty's Privy Council, are exempted from coming to 
the general musters, and thereby are to muster within ourselves under our own captain upon all occasions 
of service, and not having (as yet) for this time received any commandment for that service, do therefore 
hereby (as in duty we are bound), signify the same to your worship beseeching you that by virtue of your 
commission and authority in that behalf you would vouchsafe to send us your precept for your warrant 
that we may take the muster and view of our men (in) and their armour and furniture accordingly in 
discharge of our duties to her Majesty and in performance of their 
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          Lordships’ said order. Thus bold at this 
time to trouble your worship do humbly betake the same to the protection of the mightiest,    
Lyme Regis the 26th of October anno domini 1595. Your worship's always ready to be commanded,  
WILLIAM ELESDON, mayor. 
 
 To the right worshipful Sir George Trenchard, knight, one of her Majesty's deputy Lieutenants of 
this county of Dorset give these. 
p.740)     1591 or 92 
 
Mr. Gibbs for Whitchurche Mr. Napper for Lyme: 
 Here followeth all such matters and proofs as Mr. Anthony Powlett's officers shewed, or could 
shew, at Beamyster upon the hearing of the controversy between Lyme Regis and Whitehurche touching 
the liberties that the said Mr. Powlett doth challenge within the town of Lyme Regis, viz:- 
 
6 Henry VIII    Lyme Abbas.   Five residents make default. 
6 Renry VIII    Colway. Five ale-houses and eight defaults. 
13 Henry VIII   Colway. Nicholas Perat and three others were of the Grand Jury. 
14 Henry VIII    Colway  William Hocket and six others make default. 
12 Henry Vlll   Colway  Nicholas Perat, William Fusshen and Richard Pitt sell ale, etc.,  
     and are at their fine for their suits. 
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18 Henry VIII   Colway  Nicholas Perrat, William Holcom and Richard Pitt for suit of court, and 
     five ale-sellers there 
18 Henry VIII    Lyme Abbas  A miller amerced 
19 Henry VIII   Colway      As in 18 Henry VIII. 
22 Henry VIII    Colway   Nicholas Perat, Richard Pitt, and William Fusshen tipplers. 
23 Henry VIII    Colway  William Holcombe and three others make default. 
Edward VI     Colway      John Holcombe presented to be a resident and made default. 
Edward VI      Colway  That Richard Carpenter and Thomas King sold wine and ale without 
     licence, John Fusshen made default. 
1 Mary   Colway  Richard Norris, William Whetcombe, John Holcombe,  
     Richard Carpenter, and Fusshen the younger are resident, and  
     Carpenter does sell wine etc. 
1 Mary   Lyme Abbas  Discontinued. 
2 Mary   Colway     Richard Norris, John Somer, John Holcombe, Richard Carpenter and  
     Roger Garland residents and made default 
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5 Mary   Colway  Alexander Davy one of the Jury. 



 
2 Elizabeth    Colway  William Whetcombe, Roger Garland, John Somer, Silvester Hayne, 
     Christopher Battyn and John Fusshen residents make default. 
     Note - Battyn is of Lyme Abbas. 
2 Elizabeth    Colway  John Somer, Silvester Hayn and John Rickser are residents and make 
     default. 
4 Elizabeth    Colway  William Whetcombe, John Holcombe, and Roger Garland residents 
     are at their fine, John Somer, Silvester Hayn, Thomas Penny,  
     Christopher Battyn and John Fusshen make default. 
7 Elizabeth    Lyme Abbas  wills sworn tithingman. 
p.741) 
7 Elizabeth    Colway  William Whetcombe, John Holcombe, John Morris, John Hassard,  
     John Somer amerced for default. The same year Sander Davy was of 
     the jury. 
9 Elizabeth    Colway    William Whetcombe, John Morris and John Holcombe were at their 
     fine for suit of court. 
9 Elizabeth    Colway  Alexander Davy, William Sparing, Thomas Dare, Richard Hunt.  
     John Hassard, Silvester 
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     Hayn, John Holcombe, William Whetcombe, They fined for their suit 
     to the law day. 
9 Elizabeth   Lyme Abbas  Christopher Battyn and Richard Gapper make default. 
  Query   whether these dwell in Mr. Davy's town houses on at Lyme or no. 
11 Elizabeth    Colway  William Spering, John weaver, John Cogan, Thomas Winter,  
     John Holcomb, John Hassard and Robert Williams, residents, amerced. 
25 Elizabeth    Robert Gregory, Alexander Davy, John Hassard, Silvester Hayn,  
     John Jurdeyn, William Whetcombe, Robert Davy, John Waller, and 
     Robert Gache at their fines for suit of court. 
26 Elizabeth    Colway  Alexander Davy, Richard Davy, William Whetcombe,  
     William Symonds, John Jordan, Richard Davidge, John Hayne,  
     John Hassard, Philip Harvy, John weaver, John Warren, John Stevens, 
     John Waller, William Waller, Silvester Hayn, John Wallen, John Streatt, 
     Edward Hobbes, Robert Thorneton at their fine for suit of court. 
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   Lyme Abbas Robert Clark, William Cross and Robert Stansby, Mr. Robert Hassard’s 
     tenants in the houses in question, and Richard Pears likewise,  
     confessed. Christopher Holman and Nicholas Stagg presented for their 
     defaults. 
      Taken 10 August 1590 from their rolls. 
 
   Whitchurche: Hundred court with view of frankpledge etc. 1 Mary. 
 Henry Williams, John Burgh, Anthony Rendall, Thomas a Court, Agnes Payn, widow, Richard Norres.    
The six tenants that are appointed to find tithingmen. 
 The mayor and burgesses of Lyme Regis their proofs against the officers of Whitchurch which do 
intrude themselves upon the liberties of the town. Certain of Colway Hold subject to the authority of the 
leet of Lyme Regis, 
18 Edward IV  Richard Shillenford tenant of a house In Lyme that Mr. John Jurden dwelt in being of 
   Colway Hold, amerced for not making a way through his house that the tenants  
   might drive their beasts through unto their grounds, etc. 
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17 Edward IV       The same Shillingford was of the jury the same time and chosen bailiff. 
17 Edward IV       The same man amerced for turning his water-course. 



 
19 Henry VI        A law made for not using the sea bushel, as well for the burgesses as all the  
   inhabitants of the town. 
21 Henry VI        An order that all men of the town should scour the gutters over against their houses. 
7 Henry VII         Ordered that the inhabitants should scour the water course running from Fullyford 
   well into the Cobbgate, being unsecured on either part thereof. Note there four of 
   Colway tenants. 
8 Henry VII        Ordered that none should wash at the great bridge, 
12 Henry VII        Free tenants, William Hody knight, and others did hold of the town and paid a rent, 
   as appears by the rental and order for the water. 
12 Henry VII        Shillingford made suit to the Court. 
13 Henry VII        Richard Danyell and William Fusshen, tenants to houses of Colway hold, were of the 
   jury. 
20 Henry VII        Richard Danyell and Richard Shillingford of the Jury. 
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17 Henry VII        Ordered that all the burgesses should make a trough to receive the water at Capes 
   Hill running to the town. Colway land lieth on both sides the way.  Plus postea   
   16 Henry VII. 
21,27 Henry VII    ‘Curia legalis’ is the leet, as appears by the presentments. 
13,14 Henry VII    A new ordinance to make troughs, every of them before their doors, to receive and 
   convey the water, 4 tenants of Colway hold in that street, viz., two of the one side, 
   and two of the other side of the street. 
The same year      Richard Shillingford made a fray upon John Tyrling and amerced 3d. 
15 Henry VII        To the same Intent. (as above) 
24 Henry VII        'Melius’.   That the inhabitants of the lands between Fullyford well and the  
   Cobbgate do scour the lake upon pain of every of them 3s.4d. 
16 Henry VII  The tenants of Alneth (?) Malyvery did not amend the way at Capes Hill which had a 
   day upon a pain of 40s. 
17 Henry VII  All that laid timber in the street, and all butchers that sold in the shambles contrary 
   to the mayor's ordinance, amerced. 
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19, 20 Henry VII    All the inhabitants of the west street that none of them do wash in the water  
   running there, but at one Cherry’s burgage towards the sea there. 
p.743) 
33 Henry VIII  Taverner, a tenant of Colway hold, amerced 6d. for making unwholesome drink. 
35 Henry VIII   Elisabeth Stansby, a tenant of the same hold, amerced 6d. for making unwholesome 
   drink. 
the same year    Roger Garland, a tenant of the same hold, had a day given him to amend his gutter 
   at Cobbgate, pain of 3s.4d. 
the same year     Robert Davy to scour his ditch. 
36 Henry VIII    The same Roger Garland amerced 3d. for suffering his pigs to go abroad in the  
   streets. 
38 Henry VIII   The same Roger Garland amerced for not taking away his dung before the Cobbgate. 
the same year      Nicholas Perat a tenant of the same hold being one of the Jury presenteth that Roger 
   Garland hath not amended his gutter at the Cobbgate, and therefore a pain given. 
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3 Edward VI  A pain given to Alice Perrat, widow a tenant of the same hold to take away her  
   timber in the street. 
   and like orders and pains of latter time continued. 
3 Elizabeth  John Cogan a tenant of Colway amerced 9d. for making an assault. 
 
    Officers elected tenants of Colway hold:- 



 
18 Henry VII   Richard Shillingford made mayor.  
27 Henry VIII     John Perrat elected constable.  
33 Henry VIII        Nicholas Perat mayor giveth up his accompt. 
36 Henry VIII        Nicholas Perat receiver of the Cobb duties. 
36 Henry VIII        Richard Davy appointed keeper of the Cobb. 
38 Henry VIII        John Somer chosen sergeant. 
38 Henry VIII    Nicholas Perat mayor. 
3 Edward VI  Roger Garland chosen mayor, John Morris receiver. 
12 Henry VII  John Fusshen chosen bailiff, a tenant of Colway. 
3, 4 Philip & Mary John Perrat Mayor. 
1, 2 Philip & Mary John Morris mayor. 
1 Edward VI  See the roll. Fifteenth and tenth paid by the Colway tenants. 
29 Henry VI  Laurence Baker amerced for taking excessive toll. 
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18 Edward IV     Richard Danyell a tenant of Colway was one of the Jury. 
17 Henry VII        Richard Shillingford a receiver of the town customs and perquisites of Court. 
19 Henry VII     Richard Shillingford one of the jury. 
19 Henry VII     That none should wash any lint in the lake of the west street, or any other thing, pain 
   of forfeiture of that lint. 
20 Henry VII  The same.   Pain of 4d. 
p.744) 
20 Henry VII  Commanded that none from thenceforth put any dung or hurtful thing in the King's 
   stream between William Dare's mill and the town bridge, pain of 6s.8d. Note that 
   the tenants of the town were of one side the river and the tenants of Colway on the 
   other aide. 
21 Henry VII  A Stranger proclaimed. 
21 Henry VI        Stakepans. 
21 Henry VI  That none let their beasts go in the Queen's highway farther than they see them, 
   pain of 3d. every time. 
37 Henry VI  The 'bayly' of Whitechurche was presented that he entered and brake the liberties of 
   the borough by the procurement of John Dare and took 
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              a ----- and carried it outside. 
   the said liberties. Therefore in mercy. 
12 Henry VII        Bloodshed presented. Robert Dare drew blood upon William Tynham. 
3 Elizabeth  John Cogan one of Colway tenants made assault upon Gregory Fry and amerced 9d. 
12 Henry VII        That none of the burgesses, nor others, wash any lint or other thing in the common 
   watercourse running in the town, pain of 6s.8d. 
14 Henry VII        Divers amerced for washing in the common water, contrary to the order. 
35 Henry VIII       Isabel Stansby and Sibley Fyssher brewers amerced. (this entry crossed out) 
1 Edward VI        An order for Malyverer's tenants and to Roger Garland that they convey their gutter 
   running from their houses to the Cobbgate, pain 3s.4d. 
14 Henry VII        John Fusshen, Colway tenant, permitted his ditch unscoured, to the common  
   annoyance. 
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1 Edward VI   Ordered that every inhabitant of this town shall repair the street before their 
   doors. 
8 Elizabeth  William Whetcombe, John Holcombe and John Morris, Colway tenants, amerced 
   for not setting of grates in the lower and of their gutters entering into the town 
   gutter. 
9 Elizabeth  The constables presented John Cogan being a tenant of Colway of a bloodshed 



 
   upon Robert Hill, and William Crofte miller of Colway mill of a bloodshed on  
   Gregory Pry, and therefore amerced. 
 
p.745)   For avoid(ing) error. 
 Memorandum, if a jury be called and sworn and do by consent continue the matter, then  
  “a new venire to be made, and not to enter down in the Court before whom the jury was 
first called the names of the other Jury, but to use a continuance of the process” 
The above section was crossed out and the following inserted: 
  "to withdraw one of the jury and so to continue the process of the jury.” 
 until the jury pass. That there must no satisfaction be entered, otherwise upon error brought the 
defendant will recover restitution. 
 
  The whole passage is difficult to decipher and may not be correctly rendered here. 

54 
p.746 – this page much decayed)  
 John Hill found disfranchised by his refusal (to pay for ?) setting forth of soldiers. See Court holden  
- - - - -. 
 A Jury that do appear and are sworn though they go not ----- to have 4d. a man by an order taken at 
a Court holden -----. 
 Five pounds was given to the poor by the last will of Thomas Elesdon (which) money was delivered 
to Mr. Walter Harvy, mayor, 8 March ----- by William Elesdon the younger, see it entered down at the 
(Court) holden on that day. 
 Remover of causes that hang upon a peremptory day for answer see Court holden 22 March, 1601. 
p.747)    Note that Cups lake oweth rent per annum, 2d. See Court Roll dated 20 Henry VII. 
 
 
       FINIS. 
 

End of court book 1592 – 1602 
Richard Wells, Lyme Regis Museum, August 2017. 

 
67 

GLOSSARY AND NOTES.  
1  Abilities (p.3)  =  wealth, estate. 
2  Ale tasters (pp. 1,7,etc.)   To these officials the control of brewers and "tipplers" was  
 committed. They were also to ensure that the beer was wholesome and of good quality. 
3  Alienation (p.32).  Here means simply that the property was transferred from Runt to  
 Jurden and from Jurden to Rose. 
4  Alneth (p.48).   This curious forename is possibly a variant on the Saxon "Aelnoth". 
5  Anderson, Justice (p.2).   Probably some judge on circuit is referred to, and this may be 
 Edmund Anderson, Chief Justice of this Common Pleas (1582-1605). 
6  Annoysances (p.8) are what we should call "nuisances". 
7  Apprentice (p.4).   These articles of apprenticeship are interesting as showing distinctly 
 the obligations on both sides, i.e., of the master as well as of the apprentice. 
8  Ashley. H. (pp.38, 40).   Is here spoken of as Sheriff for Dorset in 1699, but the Sheriff for 
 that year was Robert Muller of Little Bredy. Ashley may have been deputy-sheriff. This Henry was 
 possibly he of the family of the future Earl of Shaftesbury who, according to Hutchins, was born in 
 1548 and became a Gentleman Pensioner of Queen Elisabeth. 
9  Attorneys (pp.15,20).   As regards John Freke, there is a 
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          hiatus in our information here 



 
 which can only be filled up out of the Council Order Book. From this it appears (Dec. 9th. 1594) that 
 the crowd of those acting as attorneys before the Mayor's Court (of which there is frequent 
 evidence in the Court Book for 1560-68, which was transcribed verbatim) was to be reduced to the 
 two Serjeants-at-mace, to whom were subsequently added John Freke and Richard Laimley. These 
 attorneys were to be regarded as appointed by the Borough Council and were to take an oath to 
 conform to the Council's orders. 
10  Backside (pp. 12,30)  back premises. 
11  Basing (p.41)   The Paulets had a seat at Hook near Beaminster and, when members of the 
 family were Lords-lieutenant of Dorset, letters to Lyme Regis were often dated from Hook. This 
 house fell into decay after the death of the first Marquis in 1672 and was burnt down in the Civil 
 Wars (see "Winchester" below). 
12  Beaminster (p.42) was relatively of far greater importance in the 16th century than it is now, 
 e.g., Quarter Sessions were held there till the reign of Charles I. 
13  Bell (p.16)  This was probably a bell in the then Shambles (see Shambles below) . 
14  Bethel, Zachary (p.5) represented Lyme in the Parliament of 1592-3. The passage in the text 
 makes it clear that he was the nominee of the Crown. Very little else is known of him, but a man of 
 the same name was surveyor of the establishment of her Majesty's Robes in 1637. 
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15  Bond Stones (p.21) 5 those used as boundary marks. 
16  Browne (p.37).   The reference is probably to one of the Brownes of Frampton, 5 miles 
 N.W. of Dorchester. They were a family of distinction in the past and this Browne may have been 
 the John who was Sheriff 1588/9, was knighted in 1613 and died in 1627. 
17  Bucklehurst, T. (p.40).   The scribe of the Court Book is in error here, evidently the man 
 referred to is Thomas Sackville, first Earl of Dorset after 1604, who had been made Lord Buckhurst 
 by Elizabeth in 1567. About 1571 he became a member of the Privy Council and thus he signs the 
 letter in the text. After the death of Lord Burghley in 1598, he became Lord High Treasurer. He was, 
 perhaps, even more distinguished as poet and playwright. 
18  Burgage (p.32) = freehold property in a borough or property held by burgage tenure, which 
meant the payment of a yearly rent to the King or other lord. 
19  Burghley, W. (p.40). Was William Cecil, Elizabeth's famous Minister.   He was created Lord 
 Burghley in 1571. 
 
20  Calverley (p.38).   No light can be thrown on the land in Lyme Regis called Calverley. 
21  Capes Hill (p.48) also Capys and Cappis Hill (Court Records 1437 - 1508 pp.52-54 and 77; 
 Fugitive Pieces II fol. 13, p.6) cannot be identified. It is generally referred to in connection with 
 some overflow of water. 
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22  Capital Burgesses (pp.5,7,11,14,etc.) was the title given by Elisabeth's Charter of 1591 to 
 members of the Borough Council. 
22a  Carren (p.16) = Carrion. 
23  Cecil, Robert (p.40) was son of William Cecil, Lord Burghley, and Secretary of State both to 
 Elizabeth and James I.  He was made Earl of Salisbury in 1605 and died in 1611. 
24  Cherry's burgage (p.49) cannot be identified. 
25  Church, Attendance at (p.16).   By an Act of Elizabeth (1580/81) parishioners could be 
 fined for non-attendance at Church. 
26  Cobb Gate (pp.47-49).   In 1935 it has become necessary to state that this, the most 
 important part of old Lyme Regis, stood across the entrance to the Parking Place at the bottom of 
 Broad Street. 
27  Cobb Receivers (pp.1,6,7, etc.) collected all Cobb dues and paid them into the Municipal 
 Funds. 
28  Cobham (pp. 16,27,38) William, Lord Cobham, Lord of the Manor of Colway, who had been 



 
 Lord Warden of the Cinque Forts, died in March 1597 and his death is reported on p. 16. His 
 successor Henry is mentioned as a freeholder on pp,27 and 38. It was he who was implicated with 
 Ralegh in the "Main" Plot, attainted in 1603 and died in the Tower in 1619. 
29  Colway Down (p.18) is also mentioned on p.2 of the Calendar of Finance, Vols. I-III. Its 
 position is a matter of conjecture. 
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30  Colway Hold (pp.48-50).   ‘Hold’ is here used in the sense of 'holding' as in ‘leasehold', 
 'copyhold', 'freehold’. 
31  Commoners (p.32).   May be members of a community having civic rights or those who 
 enjoy a right of common, i.e., of a pasturing their beasts on common land. 
32  Court Baron (pp. 1,5,etc.)   Just as Court Leet was the Court of Record appropriate to a 
 "Landlord", i.e., village or a town, so the Court Baron was the one appropriate to a Manor. 
33  Court Leet (pp.7,12,15,etc.)   See "Court Baron" above. The derivation of the word 'leet' is 
 unknown. 
 
34  Davy, William (p. 13).   This man had a hedge on the top of a bank which had collapsed on 
 to Mill Green He was given a day in which to remove the obstruction and was to be fined in default. 
35  Deceners / Decymers (pp.26,32) were members of a "decena" or Tithing, i.e., of the general 
 body of the inhabitants. 
35a  Deeke (p.16)  = Dike, a public water course 
36  Discryed (p.36)   i.e., after the Court had been formally announced, proclaimed, opened. 
37  Dowlands (p. I) is the farm near Axmouth which was the scene of the great landslip on 
 Christmas Eve 1839. 
 
38  Essoins / essoined (p.8 / 32)   excuses from or excused from attendance. 
 
39  Fitzjames, John (pp.26,29)   who succeeded George Wadham of Catherston as Recorder of 
 Lyme, was of Leweston, near 

72 
      Sherborne. He was born in 1548, admitted to the Inner Temple in 
 1567 and died in 1621. 
40  Fleming (p.20)  =  an inhabitant of Flanders. 
41  Frankpledge (pp. 1,5,etc.)  was the system whereby each member of a community 
 guaranteed the good conduct of or was answerable for damage done by any other member. 
42  Fromton (p.37)   Frampton, near Dorchester. 
43  Free burgesses (pp. 18,22,28,32) were perhaps Freemen of the Borough who also owned a 
 freehold in the Borough, but the title seems to have been loosely used at times (see Hutchin's 
 Dorset, Vol. I, p.404 of ed. II and Roberts, p.339). 
44  Freke, John (p.20) is mentioned in the Records of the Middle Temple in 1600 as the son and 
 heir of Thomas Freke of Iwerne Courtney. 
45  Fulleyford (p.47,48).   This place, as the site of a well, is similarly spoken of in the Court 
 Records 1437-1508 pp.37 and 80. 
46  Furniture (pp.39,41).  equipment. 
 
47  Gilt tenement (p.26).   Nothing is known of this. 
48  God's penny (p.36).   The 4d. here was earnest money on the striking of the bargain 
 between the apprentice and his employer. 
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49  Hatton, Christopher (p.40), who signs here as a Privy Councillor, was the well-known 
 favourite and minister of Elisabeth. He was Lord Chancellor from 1587 till his death in 1591. 
50  Hayward (p.24).   It was the duty of this official to see that cattle grazing on common land 



 
 did not break through into enclosed grounds. At Lyme Regis he had charge of the pound as well. 
51  Hell Stairs (p. 15) cannot be identified but may be any steep descent into the river (possibly, 
 via some cellar) off Combe Street. 
52  Henage, T, (p.40).   Thomas Henage, a member of Elizabeth's household, was knighted in 
 1577, became a Privy Councillor in 1589 and died in 1595.   He it was to whom Elizabeth gave her 
 miniature, known as the Armada Jewel and once thought to have been given by the Queen to 
 Walsingham.   This miniature was bought for the nation on June 24th, 1935. 
53  Hillaries (p.38).  Is the land forming the corner at the junction of Cobb Road and Sidmouth 
 Hill. It is now (1935) being built over. The spelling of the name varies considerably at different 
 periods. 
54  Hody, Sir William (p.47)   was one of the Hody family of Plllesdon, and son of sir John Hody 
who had been Lord Chief Justice c.1440.   He was himself Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer In 1486 and 
died in 1524. 
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55  Hoole (p.31)   Hole and the situation of Hole Farm are well known to-day. 
56  Horsey Ralph (p.38) of Clifton Maubank near Yeovil, (where nothing of the home of the 
 Horsey family remains) was knighted in 1591 and died in 1612, being buried at Melcombe Horsey or 
 Melcombe Bingham, between Dorchester and Blandford. 
57  Howard, Charles (p.40) was the Lord Howard of Effingham who commanded the English 
fleet against the Spanish Armada, He became Earl of Nottingham in 1596 and died in 1624. 
 
57a  Indifference (p.11)   impartiality, 
 
58  Jurdeyn, Silvester (pp.1,5,6,8,13,19,23,27,32,34,36) a prominent if, on one occasion (p.23), 
 rebellious burgess of Lyme Regis, accompanied Sir Geo. Somers to Bermuda in 1609 and has left 
two interesting booklets behind him, viz., "A plaine description of the Bermudas" and "Newes from the 
Bermudas”.   He went there twice. 
 
59  King's Stream (p.51) is the name given to that part of the river which lies between Gosling 
 Bridge and what was once the Town Mills. The volume of water in the river here is depleted by the 
 cut from the weir to the Town Mills. 
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60  Lake (pp.48,51)   has here the usual local meaning of stream. The stream is that of the 
 water supply for the Western half of the town which flowed down West Street, i.e., Broad Street. 
61  Lanchecrast (p.31) refers to that part of Uplyme which is better known today as Lanchycraft. 
62  Lyme Abbas (pp.42-46)  started on the West Side of the river nearby Sherborne Lane 
 before Lyme Regis began on the East side. Here the Lyme of 1200 years ago was connected with the 
 monks of Sherborne Abbey and the boiling of sea-water to make salt. 
 
62a  Maisters  =  the Borough Council.  
63  Malyvery (p.48) Mauleverer.   We know from Court Records 1437-1508 pp.52,53, from 
 Portfolios II folios 8 (1500) and 16 (1548) and from p.2 of the Calendar of Finance that this family 
 owned property in Lyme. 
64  Mancupators (p.29)  =  bails, guarantors. 
65  Melius (p.48) means 'better'.   Its relevance here is uncertain. Perhaps it was the sotto 
 voce comment of the Scribe on the argument advanced. 
66  Milreis (pp.14,27)    Portugese gold coin of 1000 reis, formerly worth 4/5 ¼  
67  Musters (p.37)  an exhibition, show or review of armed forces, primarily for verification of 
 the numbers enrolled.  
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68  Napper (p.42).   The actual member of the Napper or Napier family here referred to 



 
 cannot be identified. 
 
69  Oath to the Queen (p.26).   The oath of allegiance to the Sovereign was taken by law at 
 this early age before the Steward of the Court Leet. 
 
70  Paradise (p.18).   This place is twice mentioned at folio 7 of Portfolio II (1496). Lyme's plan 
 of 1841 shows "Paradise Fields" between Hatchett and Jericho. 
71  Parson's fee /Home / Holme  (pp.21,22,24,31) denoted the lands from which part of the 
 revenues were derived for the support of the prebend of Lyme and Halstock. From 1660 onwards 
 these lands were principally on the slopes above and to the westward of Pound Road, which was 
 once called Prebendary Lane. The names of these plots of land were Barnes Close, Parson's Head, 
 Carpenter's Plot and The 10-acre Plot. 
72  Pinfold (pp. 18,22,26,28)   any enclosed space and is here intended to indicate the Pound. 
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73  Portingale Money (p.14)   Money of Portugal. 
74  Powlett, Anthony (p.42) was the son of sir Amias Poulett, "gaoler" of Mary, Queen of Scots. 
 On the death of his father in 1588 he became possessed of the whole of the manor of Marshwood. 
 Out of these manorial rights, the claims of which evidence is given pp.42-54 arose. See 
 "Whitchurch" below. 
75  Privy Council (p.9).   Probably no humorous exaggeration was intended by applying this 
 title to the Borough Council of Lyme Regis. After all, the latter as well as the former was a Council 
 and the deliberations of both took place in camera. 
 
76  'Ragman Rowe' (p.32).   This interesting use of an antique expression is here clearly meant 
 to indicate the Black List of the Court Leet of Lyme Regis. 'Rowe' is 'Roll,' i.e., list, or 'catalogue', but 
 the derivation of 'Ragman' (unless the reference is to 'Ragman' as a popular name for the Devil) is 
 uncertain. A statute of 4 Edward I (1275/6) had set up a roll of justices to hear and determine a long 
 record of quarrels and offences that had accumulated over a period of 25 years. This was called the 
 'Ragman's Roll'. The same name was given to the list of Scots nobles who paid homage to Edward I 
 in 1296 and whose titles are preserved on parchment rolls now in the Public Record Office. Its later 
 use here is intended to imply something of contempt or depreciation for those whose names were 
 Included in the list. 
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77  Res (p.14)   reis (see milreis above). 
78  Richmond Palace (p.40)  where Elizabeth died in 1603 was (to judge from old prints) a 
 magnificent building on the banks of the Thames. It stood (according to Camden) a little to the East 
 of the bridge. It was dismantled under the Commonwealth and, never recovering its former state, 
 fell into decay. 
79  Rogers, Richard (p.38)  a commissioner to enquire into Dorset musters, was son of Sir John 
 Rogers of Bryanston who died in 1566.   Richard was knighted in 1576 and died in 1605. 
 
80  St. Andrew's Chapel (p. 12).   This is an extra proof of the existence of a Chapel dedicated 
 to St. Andrew's on the site of the spring or well of that name. The Chapel seems to have been no 
 longer there in the 17th century, see Portfolio II of Fugitive Pieces, folio 82, p.3. 
81  St. Michael's Street (p.32) in 1601 would have been what we call Church Street or part of it.   
 Later on from the end of the 18th century till 1836/7, the name was “improperly” given to Pound 
 Street. The word "improperly" is used by Roberts (p. 193) but he does not explain in what the 
 "impropriety" consists.   For many years after 1837 Pound street was still known generally as St. 
 Michael Street.   The name survives today only in the St. Michael's Hotel. 
82  Salt not cried (p.7).   The reference is to section 22 of the Mayor' s trading regulations of 
 1570 which will be found at folio 28 of Portfolio II of Fugitive Pieces. This section provided that all 



 
 salt, before other sale, should be publicly cried, i.e., put up to auction. 
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83  Shambles (p.48).   The new (1598) shambles stood Just above Middle Row Broad Street 
 and extended up to No. 18 Broad Street as the numbers were in 1935. In the big fire of 1844 they 
 were burnt down and soon after that Abolished.   Where the shambles of 17 Henry VII (1501/2) 
 stood it is impossible to say. 
84  Somers (p.23) This first appearance of the future Sir George Somers on the Borough Council 
 in 1698 is interesting. The chief events in his career, whether at Lyme Regis or elsewhere, are too 
 well-known to require a detailed record. 
85  Stakepans (p.51).    "Pans” here are the pence or fee charged for putting up an 'ale stake'.   
 The latter was a sign indicating a place where alcoholic liquor was on sale. The word occurs 
 frequently in Court Records 1437-1508 (see note 99 in the Glossary to that volume). 
86  Strangers (p.33).   This necessary permit to a stranger to live in, as well as to work at, 
 Lyme makes clear the wide gulf between the conditions of Elizabeth's day and those of the present 
 time. See also the orders respecting lodgers, undertenants, and inmates (pp, 13,16,19,24,31-33.) 
87  Strode, Robert (p.31) was sworn a Freeman of Lyme in 1601. He was the son of Sir John 
 Strode of Parnham, became a member of the Middle Temple and a barrister and was knighted in 
 1603. 
88  Swearing of officials (pp.26,28). This generally took place within one month of Michaelmas. 
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89  Tables (playing at) (p.24)  players at back gammon or any other game of chance. 
90  Tithingman (pp.44,46)  was the chief man of a tithing, i.e., community of 10 families, a 
 parish police officer, petty constable. 
91  Tower (p.33).  The Tower House at Lyme corresponded to No.s, 45-47 Broad Street (1935).   
 It was in fact the "Great House" of Lyme. Possibly this tower originated with the bell tower of the 
 mediaeval Leper Hospital which was on or near the same site. The Great House of later times had a 
 tower above its central porch. 
92  Town Clock, (p.1).   This town clock of 1592 was probably at the early shambles or Market 
 Place. At the head of the Shambles of 1598 was a 2-storeyed building surmounted by a clock-tower, 
 which also held a bell. The clock was destroyed in the fire of 1844 but the bell was saved and is now 
 in the Museum. 
93  Town Mill (p.31).   The Town Mill or Mills have not been used for the purpose of a mill for 
 some time past. From time immemorial, and up to recent years, they were a source of revenue to 
 Lyme Corporation. It may be necessary to remind the generation of 1935 that they were and are at 
 the bottom of an almost blind alley on the S.W. side of Coombe Street, the entrance to which 
 nearly faces the bottom end of Monmouth Street. The Electric Light Works are to-day the most 
 prominent feature in this enclave. 
94  Trenchard, George (p.38) of Wolveton near Dorchester, was born in 1585 and died in 1630.   
 he was Deputy Lieutenant 
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        for Dorset in 1590 and 1597; M.P. for Dorset in 1585 and 1601; Sheriff in 
 1597 and knighted in 1603. 
95  Tucker (p.29) was the fuller, i.e., he who washed the natural grease out of the cloth and 
 then shrank it. 
 
96  Undertenants (p. 16). The objection to these in 1597 was very strong. See ‘strangers' above. 
 
97  Venire (p.53)   venire facias, a writ of summons. 
 
98  Wadham, George (p.5) of Catherston had been nominated as Lyme's "First Recorder" under 



 
 Elizabeth's Charter of 1591, although he had been acting as Recorder since the death of his father, 
 John Wadham, in 1584. The latter also had been Recorder of Lyme Regis (see Court Book 
 1578-84  (pp.69,92). 
99  Walk, The (p.3).   This was the old roofed wall round the Market House (burnt down in 
 1844) which stood at the bottom of Broad Street, opposite to Cobb Gate. The modern Walk along 
 the sea front, known as the "Marine Parade," had no existence before the 19th century. 
100  Walsingham, Francis (p.39) is so well-known that no details of his career are needed. He sat 
 once for Lyme (no doubt as the nominee of the Crown) in the Parliament of 1563-67. He had also 
 been chosen for Banbury in the same Parliament. During the rest of his time as a Member of the 
 House of Commons (which lasted till the Parliament of 1588/9) he sat for Surrey. He died in 1690. 
101  Wathe (p.38).   This place is three times referred to in Portfolio II of Fugitive Pieces, viz., at 
 fol.7 pp. 4 and 6 
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     (1496) and at fol. 16, p.7 (1548). It occurs too in the Calendar of I.P.M's. (Henry 
 VII) at the P.R.O. (Vol. 1, p.535 No. 1201) thus "among the holdings of John Huntley (who died in 
 1496)  were 20 acres of land and 3 acres of meadow in Wathe in the parish of Lyme Regis." Per the 
 O.E.D.” the word means "a fordable place."   Presumably Wathe was near the river. 
102  West Street (p.49) is mentioned in 1478 on p.31 of Court Records 1437-1508. This is the 
 earliest known date of the growth of old Lyme Regis westward from the bridge up what we call 
 Broad Street. 
103  Whitchurch (p.42).   The evidence detailed on pp.42-54 concerns a claim of the Poulett 
 family over Colway, as Lords of the manor of Marshwood, which claim the Corporation of Lyme 
 tried to rebut. In the 3rd edition of Hutchins’ Dorset, Vol. 2, p.40 under "Colweigh" there is a 
 statement that Lady Mary Powlett, widow of Anthony Powlett, Esq., held the manor of Colweigh 
 and adds "it is a tithing in the hundred of Whitchurch." 
104  Wilhayes (p.38) is mentioned four times in Portfolio II of Fugitive Pieces, viz., fol. 7, pp. 3 and 
 5, and fol. 13, pp. 2 and 8.   An old plan of Lyme's sea-front in the Museum, which is dated 1813, 
 shows "Wellhays or Cobham Mead" as partly behind the buildings on the North side of the Walk or 
 "Marine Parade", at its extreme West End. 
105  Winchester (pp.37),   This was probably the first Marquis of Winchester, Lord Lieutenant 
 of Dorset. As Sir William Paulet he entertained Henry VIII in 1534 at Basing (which he built). He 
 became lord St. John of 
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      Basing in 1539 and Marquis of Winchester in 1551. Through all the many 
 political changes of the time he kept his offices, his possessions and his head. He died in 1572 at the 
 age of 97. 
106    Winchester (p.40).   This was William, the third Marques, and grandson of the above.   
 He also was Lord Lieutenant of Dorset.   He succeeded to the title in 1576 and died in 1598. 
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